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Staff at The Bishop Press  
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our 
readers and contributors 
for making this paper what 
it is and for your continued 
support. Thanks also to 
all of our advertisers, 
without whom it wouldn’t 
be possible to print this 
weekly newspaper.
We would also like to say 
thank you to a few people 
who help bring you your 
paper every week, come 
rain, shine or snow!
Most of  our contributors 
are volunteers  without 
whom, as a not-for-
profit Community Interest 
Company, we would not be 
able to run. 
Thank you to Norman Nash 

and John Brennan, two 
voluntary contributors.
Thanks also to everyone at 
K&M Print and to our dis-
tributor, Dave Hope.
Thank you to our many 
deliverers, who do a 
fantastic job in every 
weather conceivable.
Our biggest appreciation, 
however, is for you, our 
readers, who make this 
paper what it is. Without 
your news and information 
we would not be able to 
fill the paper every week. 
Please keep it coming!
Merry Christmas to you all 
and we look forward to 
seeing you all in 2013!
From Jeff, Les, Steph, 
Sarah & Archie at The 
Bishop Press.

A  big  ‘thank  you’  
from  The  Press

Readers should please  note that this is the final 
Bishop Press of the year.
The first Bishop Press of 2013 will be  the week 
ending  Saturday 12th January and should be ap-
pearing in homes from Friday 11th January.

Students  put  on  a  seasonal 
show  for  shoppers

Students put on a seasonal 
show in Bishop Auckland’s 
Newgate Shopping Centre 
on Wednesday 19th 
December.

Music and performing 
arts students from Bishop 
Auckland College sang and 
performed dance routines 
to classic Christmas pop 

songs including songs by 
Slade, Wizard and Maria 
Carey, which they played 
live.
While they entertained, 
art and design students 
helped shoppers with a 
community art project to 
create a fascinating paper 
display of a contemporary 
white Christmas tree.
Mike Jinks, Head of 
Creative Arts at the 
college said, “Many of the 
students were performing 
to a live audience for the 
first time and had been 
planning and working 
towards the show as part 
of their assessment for 
their course. 
“The event was a huge 
success and the college 
would like to thank Centre 
Manager Dave Wilson for 
making it happen.”
In the New Year new 
courses are being offered 
in art and design, 
music technology and 
performing arts. 
Visit the college’s website 
www.bacoll.ac.uk or 
contact the college on 
01388 443000 for further 
details.

Lauren Meadows and Jaimie Leigh Gowland at the Newgate Centre. 

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sunday mornings from 
January 6th 2013, 8.30am - 11.30am

70lt Mother Earth multi-purpose      
compost - 3 for £11

100lt Arthur Bowers multi-purpose  
compost - 3 for £11

75 lits M3 - £6.90 

Ericacious Compost - £4.75

25k Garden Lime - £6.50

Perlite / Vermiculite - from £2.85

Liquid Gold - from £6.90

S.B. Plant Invigorator - from £7.50

2k Nutrimate - from £5.40

2k Calcium - from £2.10

GL Flow Centre, Chilton 

Mechanical  
Technician Assistant 

Vacancy 

The appointed holder will, under supervision, 
assist in carrying out the installation/

disassembly of high-pressure gas pipelines, 
components and equipment under test or 

calibration. They must also carry out 
planned and emergency maintenance of 

plant & associated equipment under 
supervision. 

Other Duties include; 
 Assisting in manufacture, 

construction, installation and 
calibration of experimental rigs. 

 Maintenance of equipment/site 
facilities. 

 Operating safe working practices in 
hazardous and high pressure areas. 

 
Closing date 18/01/2013 

For an application form please contact us on; 
01228 710707 

Station Rd, Dalston, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA5 7LT 
office@mallinsonfabrications.co.uk 
Or download the application form: 
www.mallinsonfabrications.co.uk 
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE

FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 

Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 
Our menu has more selections than any other in the area

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland

Call in or phone your order and we guarantee 
you won’t be disappointed

Fast, Friendly Service

www.thekingsbalti.co.uk
Established over 18 years

You can also order & pay online at www.hungryhouse.com

Newly refurbished premises harrison brown windows

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

tEL: 01388 777606

Furnace industrial  Estate,  shildon

Armstrong 
Electrics

Quality Electrical Services 
at competitive prices

Free Quotes & Advice

No Call Out Charge
Contact Gary Armstrong on

  01740 654054
  07944 444100

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150

OR: 07552752169

A Bishop Auckland woman 
appeared before Magis-
trates recently for a charge 
relating to the theft of 
jumpers from a store in 
the town.
Emma Kay Soley was ex-
periencing financial dif-
ficulties and so turned to 
crime. On 1st December, 
the 32 year-old, of Surtees 
Street, Bishop Auckland, 

Services
Image Bridal

Professional Alteration Service
On all clothing & soft furnishings.
Dress fitting service also available

136 Newgate Street
 01388 664300

www.imagedress.co.uk

Jumpers  theft
stole six jumpers, valued 
at £120, from Peacocks 
in Bishop Auckland and 
the items were never 
recovered. 
Miss Soley pleaded guilty 
at Newton Aycliffe Mag-
istrates’ Court and was 
handed a twelve month 
conditional discharge and 
ordered to pay £120 com-
pensation.

Woodhouse Community 
Primary School recently 
entered a Christmas card 
competition with Sains-
bury’s Bishop Auckland.
Every pupil from years 1 
to 6 took part in designing 
a Christmas card and the 
competition was judged 
by Deputy Manager Lee 
Chivers.  

A winner was chosen from 
every year group and 
they were each presented 
with a selection box, 
while the overall winner 
was presented with a 
Christmas hamper to take 
home and share with their 
family.
Lee Chivers said, “It was 
really difficult choosing 
the winners as the pupils 
had put so much effort 
into their art work. It was 
great to see the look on 
the winners’ faces and 

they were so apprecia-
tive.”
The winners were; Dean 
Atkinson (year 1), Billy 
McCaskill (year 2), Nikola 
Lis (year 3), Morgan 
Jayen Maughan (year 4), 
Chloe Brown (year 5) and 
Charlotte Lowes (year 6). 
The overall winner was 
Jak Bryan from Year 1 
who won the Christmas 
hamper.
The pupil’s cards will be 
displayed around the store 
over the festive period.

Jak Bryan from Year 1 at Woodhouse Community Primary School with Lee Chivers and 
Nicky Dixon from Sainsbury's Bishop Auckland.

Youngsters impress  in  
Christmas  card  competition

How to contact us:
By email:
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
By post or in person:
Bishop Press, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Woodhouse Close Library / Town Hall Library
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available bishoppress.com
The Bishop Press is delivered free of charge to homes and  busi-
nesses in Bishop Auckland, Tindale and Toronto and has sister 
papers in Ferryhill & Chilton and Shildon.

            Bishop press
  The

Christmas Memories

Tommy & Pauline 
Stuart

Missed Christmas
 & every day

Love Deborah, Jimmy 
& family

Christmas Memories

Margaret
 Moffatt

Missed Christmas
 & every day

Love James, Deborah
& family

Contact The Bishop 
Press 
T: (01388) 775 896
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To Let
Bishop Auckland, 

Market Place. 
2 Bed Town Houses/Flats 

completed to a high standard.
Furnished or unfurnished. 

DG/CH. 
Private parking available.

Tel: 07771 878 340
or: 07775 848 973

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

hiLLCrEst
aUtoELECtriCs

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, 
small enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote
Tel: 07826527952

01388 720009

SIMPSONS 24 Church
Street, Shildon

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

We also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES

ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709

DurhamGate, County 
Durham’s leading regen-
eration project, has con-
gratulated local Artistic 
Gymnast, Amy Tinkler, 
who has been selected 
as a member of the Great 
Britain Espoir Start Squad.
As part of the Squad, Amy, 
who is a member of South 
Durham Gymnastics Club, 
will compete in the 2013 
Australian Youth Olympics.
Amy, 13, who is from Bishop 
Auckland and attends 
Durham High School for 
Girls, started gymnastics 
at the South Durham 
Gymnastics Club when she 
was two and now trains 25 
hours a week at the club.
Her key achievements 
include being named as 
the English all-around 
Champion, British Schools 
Champion and runner up in 
the British Espoir Champi-
onships in 2011.
In 2012, Amy finished in 
third place at the English 
and the British Espoir 
Championships and repre-
sented England at the UK 
School Games, finishing in 
bronze position. She is the 
current British Espoir Beam 
Champion and took silver 
medal on the vault and bars 
in the apparatus final.
The 2013 Australian Youth 
Olympics will see 120 
athletes compete for Team 
GB in Sydney from 16th to 
20th January 2013. 1,700 
athletes aged 13-19 from 30 
nations will be competing 
across 17 Olympic sports 
in many of the venues 
that were used to host 
the Sydney 2000 Olympic 

Games.
Amy said, “I am very excited 
about competing in the 
Australian Youth Olympics 
and I really appreciate the 
support that everyone has 
given me.”
Helen Attley, Concierge 
Manager at DurhamGate, 
said, “Amy is an incredibly 
talented gymnast and a 
future star; we are all 
very proud that she is rep-
resenting South Durham 
Gymnastics Club and Great 
Britain. This is a fantastic 

opportunity which Amy 
can use as a springboard 
towards fulfilling her as-
pirations of representing 
Team GB at future Olympic 
Games.”
Rachael Wright, Head 
Coach at South Durham 
Gymnastics Club, said, “Amy 
is a gifted and motivated 
gymnast. Everyone at South 
Durham Gymnastics Club 
is extremely proud of her 
fantastic achievements so 
far and wishes her luck for 
the Youth Olympics.” 

Bishop  Auckland  gymnast  
joins  Team  GB  squad

Amy Tinkler will compete in the Australian Youth Olym-
pics in January.

Did yule know?...
For many 

Japanese, tradi-
tional Christmas dinner is 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. 
It is so popular and well 

marketed that reservations 
may have to be made to 
eat at a KFC on 

Christmas in Japan.

Gary Kevin Thexton, 
aged 27, of Wear Terrace, 
Witton-le-Wear and Charles 
Cliff, aged 34, of Tweed 
Road, Spennymoor, were 
released on unconditional 
bail from Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates' Court and will 

Pair  committed  to  
Crown  Court

now appear at Durham 
Crown Court on 21st 
January. 
Both men are charged with 
possession of cannabis, 
with intent to supply in 
Witton-le-Wear on 24th 
May.

Plans have been submitted 
to turn the former Holiways 
car showroom at Tindale 
Crescent into a flooring 
store.
The showroom has been 
empty since August when 

Showroom  plans
the company went into ad-
ministration. 
Create City Ltd, which 
runs Maguire’s Carpets and 
Franks, hope to relocate 
one of its tenants from 
Shildon onto the site. 

The Youth Project at the 
Four Clocks on Newgate 
Street is running a 
weekly Activity Night for 
young people aged 7 to 

Activity  night
12 years-old. The free 
sessions will be held every 
Tuesday evening from 6pm 
to 7.30pm starting from 
Tuesday 8th January.

To Let
One bedroom apartment 
on a newly built develop-
ment in Princes Street, 

Bishop Auckland

Tel: 07957 856 562

Lounge/kitchen, double 
bedroom, large shower room 
with units, easy maintenance.

£400 pcm, £200 bond. 

Advertise in 
The 

Bishop Press
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk

Cables Taxis
Would like ot wish all customers 

A Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year

Bookings are now being taken 
for Christmas Day

(early booking advisable)
Tel: 01388 602313
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients over 

the last 15 months for their custom & wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening & Painting

College  opens  doors  to  over 
300  school  pupils

Bishop Auckland College 
recently opened its doors 
to more than 300 pupils 
from schools across County 
Durham to give them a 
taste of a wide range of 
possible careers.
From cookery to construc-
tion, the students each 
chose five activities from 
a wide range of curriculum
and industry fields to ‘have 
a go’ at.
They included trades 
like joinery, plastering, 
bricklaying, painting & 
decorating and motor 
vehicle maintenance, as 
well as careers in beauty 
& spa management, travel 
& tourism, computing & 
IT, sport, engineering, 
photography, performing 
arts, health & social care, 
childcare & education, 
hairdressing and music 
technology.

Individual activities 
included nail art, 
developing film in a 
dark room, indoor rock 
climbing and cooking 
omelettes while team 
activities included testing 
the strength of different 
construction designs using 
paper and weights.
The 330 pupils aged 
between 12 and 16 who 
took part came from eight 
schools: Bishop Barrington; 
Ferryhill; Greenfield; King 
James; Whitworth Park; 
Sedgefield; Staindrop and 
Sunnydale. 
Employers were also 
involved in last Friday’s 
‘Have a Go’ Day, which was 
supported by the European 
Social Fund, World Skills 
and City and Guilds, with 
the construction sessions 
run in partnership with 
Spennymoor based housing 

provider Livin and housing 
maintenance firm Mears.
Head of Client Services 
Stephanie Nattrass, who 
presented an iPod as a 
prize to student of the day 
Lauren Hayes from Ferryhill 
School, said, “It was great 
to see so many students 
from schools across 
County Durham, many still 
undecided on their future 
careers, visiting the college 
to enjoy taster sessions in 
different industry areas.
Hopefully it will have given 
many of them ideas on the 
kind of career they would 
like to pursue when they 
leave school.”
For information on full and 
part time courses and ap-
prenticeship opportunities 
at Bishop Auckland College, 
visit www.bishopauckland-
college.ac.uk or call free 
on 0800 092 6506.

Ferryhill School pupils Shannon Latcham and Summer Walmsley, aged 13, having a go 
at hairdressing with student staff teacher Victoria Snowball.

Emma Paula Whittaker, of 
Middlewood Avenue, St. 
Helen, Auckland, pleaded 
not guilty to two charges 
when she appeared at 
Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court recently 
and the 32 year-old was 
released on unconditional 
bail to return for trial on 
8th March.
The charges relate to an 
incident on the night of 1st 
December when it is alleged 
she drove a Mitsubishi 
L200 in Front Street, West 
Auckland, whilst over the 
legal limit of alcohol and 

that she failed to stop after 
a road traffic accident, in 
which damage was caused 
to a Renault Scenic and a 
LDV flat back. 
A witness claims to have 
seen the defendant's 
vehicle drive away from the 
scene but Miss Whittaker 
states that she was not the 
driver. 
Police officers, who arrived 
at her home shortly after 
the accident, allege that 
they overheard her say 
“I've just crashed the 
car”, something which she 
denied later in interview. 

Trial  date  fixed

The following services will 
be taking place over the 
festive season; 
St Helen’s Parish Church, 
West Auckland: 
• Sunday 23rd December, 

10am, Parish Mass.
• Sunday 23rd December, 

6pm, Carol Service.
• Christmas Eve, 4pm, 

Christingle Service
• Christmas Eve, 11.30pm, 

Midnight Mass by candle-
light 

• Christmas Day, 9.30am, 
Family Mass. 

St Mary’s Church, Vart 
Road:
• Christmas Eve, Christmas 

Mass, 5.30pm.
• Christmas Day Mass, 

11am.
St Wilfred’s Church, 
Hexham Street: 
• Christmas Eve Mass, 

7.30pm.
•  Christmas Day Mass, 

9.30am. 

Christmas  services

The first W.o.W. 
(Woodhouse on 
Wednesday) session of 
2013 will take place at 
Woodhouse Close Library 
on 9th January, when there 
will be a talk by Geoff Pratt 
entitled 'The Divisional 

Librarian Prattles on about 
Libraries'. 
The following week there 
is a Beading Craft session 
with Shelley Hunt. 
Both events are from 1pm 
till 2.30pm and everyone is 
welcome to attend.

W.o.W!

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Bishop Press is 
delivered to around
9,000 homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 2p each

(01388) 775 896

Coming soon in the New Year....

TAEKWONDO  
CLASS

A growing Olympic sport in 
defence. Strike hard, strike fast!

Escomb Village Hall, Escomb

For more details contact Andy:

07773 189 859

Did yule know?...

“Silent Night”-arguably the most recognisable 
Christmas hymn-was written in 1818, by an Austrian 

pastor, Joseph Mohr. As Christmas Eve came, that 
year, the organ in his church was broken, so together 

with his friend, Franz Gruber, he wrote this new 
tune for the service that night, and played it 

on his guitar for his congregation.
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm
You can watch ‘At the Races’ and ‘Racing UK’

Large free function room always available
Tel: 01388 609817 / 01388 605136

Saturday 22nd December: ‘chelsea brooks’
Saturday 29th December: ‘shaUN keelaN’
Saturday 5th January: ‘Gareth Williams’

(free admission)

Year 12 and 13 students at 
St John’s Catholic School 
in Bishop Auckland were 
involved in risky business 
with a lively learning 
session about careers in 
insurance.
The Chartered Insurance 
Institute (CII), the 
insurance sector’s pro-
fessional body, recently 
delivered its award-win-
ning Discover Risk activity 
to the school to provide 
more information on the 
huge range of global op-
portunities that exist in 
the sector.
Teams of students studying 
A level Economics and 
A level Psychology par-
ticipated in a scenario-
based activity where 
different levels of risk 
were explored. The types 
of problems facing the 
would-be risk managers 

Students  tackle  risky  business
include a pop singer losing 
her voice on tour, cameras 
being damaged on a movie 
set and piracy affecting a 
company’s profits.
Andrew Reeve, head of 
work related learning and 
head of economics at the 
school, said, “It was a 
fantastic couple of hours in 
which the students really 
enjoyed learning about 
risk, insurance and careers 
they could go into that are 
both interesting and po-
tentially lucrative.
“And they saw how 
degree courses seemingly 
unrelated to the world 
of insurance can actually 
have a role in that world.
For example, someone 
with a fine art degree can 
get involved in assessing 
the value of a painting to 
be insured.”
Caspar Bartington, rela-

tionship manager at the 
CII, added, “The Discover 
Risk activity is a great 
way for young people to 
understand more about 
what’s on offer in the risk 
and insurance profession 
and to develop important 
skills such as teamwork, 
influence, negotiation and 
communication. We’re 
convinced that through 
these sessions we’re 
starting to identify some 
of our profession’s future 
stars.” 
The school is planning 
to extend its learning 
into wealth management 
through working with the 
CII’s Discover Fortunes 
activity, and with school 
governor, Joss Harwood, 
who is a Chartered 
financial planner at Eldon 
Financial Planning in 
Bishop Auckland.

Save  a  life  for  your  New  Year’s 
Resolution

Residents in Bishop 
Auckland are being asked 
to consider saving a life or 
three for their New Year’s 
resolution by giving blood 
in 2013.
As the festive cheer leaves 
us and people ponder 
how to make the New 
Year better than the last, 
NHS Blood and Transplant 
(NHSBT) is challenging 
people to spare an hour 
of their time to donate 
blood.
The New Year’s resolution 
message comes at a time 
when there a need to 
recruit new donors after 
a dramatic decline in the 
number of younger donors 
signing up in 2012. NHSBT 
aims to recruit 100,000 
new donors in 100 days 
to counteract this drop 
and protect future blood 
stocks. 

With blood donation 
sessions available for 
people to book an ap-
pointment throughout 
2013, it is important that 
people from the local area 
help to maintain stocks as 
hospital demand for blood 
remains high at the start 
of the year.  
Donna Batty, NHSBT’s Lead 
Donor Relations Manager 
for Yorkshire and the 
North said, “New Year’s 
resolutions have become 
a bit cliché over the 
past few years as people 
always set themselves up 
for big challenges they 
are unable to complete. 
Our challenge is a simple 
one plus we can guarantee 
donors a warm welcome, a 
hot cup of tea and a biscuit 
to help boost their sense 
of achievement, not to 
mention the satisfaction 

of knowing that they are 
helping sick and injured 
people in local hospitals 
with each and every 
donation they make.” 
Anyone aged between 
17-65, weighing more than 
50 kg (7 stone 12lbs) and in 
general good health could 
potentially start saving 
lives by becoming a blood 
donor. There is no upper 
age limit for donors who 
have donated in the last 
two years.
The next donor session will 
take place on Thursday 
10th January at the Scouts 
Centre on Kingsway, 
Bishop Auckland, from 
2.15pm till 3.45pm and 
again from 4.30pm till 
7pm. 
For more information or 
to book an appointment, 
call 0300 123 23 23 or visit 
www.blood.co.uk.

The next Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership (AAP) board 
meeting will be held at 
6pm on Tuesday 22nd 
January at the Wear Valley 
Christian Centre in Bishop 
Auckland. 
Please note that this is a 
change from the original 
date of Thursday 24th 
January.
At the meeting there 
will be presentations on 
the Lindisfarne Gospels 
exhibition and alcohol 
reduction consultation. 
Other agenda items include 

Have  a  say  in  
Bishop  Auckland 

projects to be discussed 
for approval as well as 
progress to date on the 
work of the AAP. The board 
will also be deciding which 
priorities the partnership 
should focus on in 2013/14.
To attend the meeting, get 
in touch with one of the 
team to register a place 
on 01388 761 569 or at 
bishopshildonaap@durham.
gov.uk .
The AAP has also scheduled 
a further board meeting 
for Thursday 7th March at 
the Wear Valley Christian 
Centre. 

Anyone who is lucky to get a 
brand new bike from Santa 
this Christmas can go along 
to Bishop Auckland Police 
Office on Woodhouse Lane 
on 27th December, where 
police will be holding a bike 
security marking event.
The session will be held 
from 9.30am to 12.30pm 
and is free to all, but you 
must take along proof of 
ownership.
A police spokesperson said, 
“Please also think about 
purchasing an adequate 
bike lock to secure your 

new bike to prevent it 
being stolen. Take a 
photograph of your new 
bike so that if stolen it can 
be identified.”
Police also provided 
another tip for bike owners, 
saying, “Along with the 
security marking that will 
be provided, you can also 
write your postcode and 
house number details on a 
piece of paper, place it in 
a plastic freezer bag, take 
the seat post out and place 
it inside and then replace 
the seat post.”

Christmas  bike  
marking  event

Did yule know?...

If you thought that being on Santa’s naughty list 
was the scariest thing to happen around Christmas, 
you’ve never heard of Krampus Night. Krampus is 
Santa’s evil twin whose job is to beat and punish all 
the children who have misbehaved. On December 
6th men dress up in some of the scariest devil-like 

costumes you can imagine and drunkenly run 
around towns hitting people with sticks and 

clanging rusty chains. The Krampus legend 
originates in the Germanic alpine regions.
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Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

S-CARS LTD

4-5 Post Office Street, Spennymoor
19 Blackgate, Coxhoe
www.scars.co.uk

Spennymoor: 01388 811 855
Coxhoe: 0191 377 0236

Dealer level diagnostic on 
Audi, VW, Seat & Skoda

Service & Repair on 
all makes and models
Air Con Service £48

MOTs £40

Dave Naylor 
Digital

Digital Aerial 
Upgrade only £25

Freesat + Sky
Multi-point Installs
Any Quote Beaten
No extra cost. All 

prices agreed before 
work commences.

0777 955 7148

A Darlington man stands 
accused of having stolen 
almost half a million pounds 
in a number of frauds over 
a year-long period between 
2009 and 2010.
Lee Philip Hammond, 29, of 
Faversham Park, Faverdale 
has been charged with 
stealing £411,305.60 from 
Sedgefield and Shildon 
Development Agency, 
based in Newton Aycliffe, 
between October 7th 2009 
and July 20th 2010.
He is further charged with 
having stolen £73,437.10 
from South Durham 
Enterprise Agency in 
Bishop Auckland between 
July 6th 2010 and July 29th 
2010.
Additionally, he is charged 
with further counts of 
fraud between June 1st 
and August 31st 2009 in 
Darlington; June 1st and 

June 30th 2009 in Shildon; 
and between October 1st 
2009 and 31st January 2010  
in Newton Aycliffe.
He is due to face the 
charges at Durham Crown 
Court on January 14th.
In addition, at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court, 
a series of new charges 
were heard. 
Hammond has been 
accused of stealing 
£1,957.91 from Town and 
City, Darlington, between 
July 15th and September 
1st this year, and 
attempting to steal £3,750 
from the same company 
between September 23rd 
and October 2nd and a 
further two charges of 
fraud. 
The accused has been 
committed to crown court 
on January 23rd.  No pleas 
were entered. 

Trial  for  theft  of  
almost  half  a  million

Outline planning 
permission has been 
granted for a proposal to 
build 800 homes on land 
between Coundon Grange 
and Bishop Auckland. 
Durham County Council’s 
planning committee 
approved the proposal 
to build 500 homes at 
Auckland Park and a 
further 300 homes at 
Auckland Way, although 
a 279-signature petition 
and 91 letters of objection 
were also received, as 
well as concerns raised by 
some councillors on the 
committee.
Some of the principal 
objections included 

concerns over traffic 
congestion, loss of rural 
amenities and building 
homes on greenfield rather 
than brownfield sites. 
Councillor Dorothy Burn, a 
member of the commitee 
and a councillor for the 
area, highlighted the 
concerns at the meeting, 
saying, “It is time we 
encouraged people to 
build on [brownfield] 
sites instead of having 
huge fields taken up with 
houses.”
Cllr George Richardson was 
concerned that a nearby 
travellers site may cause 
problems for people living 
in nearby homes.

Cllr Grenville Holland said, 
“With these two applica-
tions and other houses 
nearby we have in effect 
a village in its own right.  
This surely needs adequate 
facilities and I am not 
confident this has been 
looked into.”
The Auckland Park proposal 
includes a building for 
community and commercial 
use while the Auckland 
Way application includes a 
public open space. 
Cllr Dennis Southwell was 
positive about the appli-
cation, saying, “It is nice 
to see there is affordable 
housing and I think it will 
create jobs.”

Planning  committee  gives  
go-ahead  for  800  homes

Police are appealing for 
information following the 
theft of a black Carrera 
Banshee mountain bike 
during a garage break-in 
on St Carileph Way, Bishop 
Auckland, overnight on 
Tuesday 11th December.
The bike is valued at around 
£700. 
A Trek 800 men’s mountain 

Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society's Annual Town 
Quiz, which was held in the 
Town Hall on Wednesday 
5th December, was a huge 
success.
Over 40 teams took part 
and over £900 was raised 
for this year's charity: The 
Great North Air Ambulance.
A spokesperson for the 

Civic Society commented, 
“We would like to thank 
all local businesses and 
private individuals who 
contributed to the Grand 
Raffle, together with quiz 
master, Glynn Wales, 
and all those who took 
part and helped to make 
the evening such a huge 
success.”

Town  quiz  success

bike was left behind at the 
scene which was believed 
to have been stolen earlier 
from another address.
Anyone with information 
is asked to contact the 
priority crime team in 
Bishop Auckland on the non-
emergency number 101, or 
call Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555 111.

Bike  stolen

Events  at  the  Town  Hall

Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
have just published their 
latest brochure of events, 
which will be taking place in 
the Town Hall from January 
till March 2013. There is 
something for everyone 
and all ages and interests 
including live music, 
comedy, theatre, art exhibi-
tions and films.  
To kick off the year the 
Northumberland Theatre 
Company is presenting 
‘Grimm Tales’ on Thursday 
3rd January from 6pm.
Carol Ann Duffy’s acclaimed 
adaptation of the Grimm 
Tales by the Brothers Grimm 
is a selection of dark and 
spooky stories with lots 
of music, scary moments 
and fun, which makes ideal 
entertainment for family 
audiences. Tickets are £8 
and £6 for concessions.
Something new for 2013 is a 
'Coffee Classics Afternoon' 
where you can go along on a 
Thursday at 1pm and enjoy 
a classic movie matinee 
followed by tea, coffee 
and a cake for only £5. For 

the first session, on 10th 
January, the film is West 
Side Story, then on 17th 
January it will be Roman 
Holiday, followed by Some 
Like it Hot on 24th January. 
The full 3 months listings 
are availble on the Town 
Hall website at www.bisho-
paucklandtownhall.org.uk.
The Print Workshop is on 
Thursday 10th January from 
10.15am till 12.15pm when 
you will be able to produce 
original handmade intaglio 
prints, experiment with 
composition, texture, tone 
and colour. There will be an 
introduction to printmaking 
for all new participants. 
Tickets for the session 
are £6 each and must be 
pre-booked. The workshop 
continues the second 
Thursday of each month.
Celebrating their Jamaica 
Difference Project, Bishop 
Auckland Theatre Hooligans 
are presenting a dance cel-
ebration entitled Jamaica 
Dance Show. The event is 
being held to thank Andre 
Mowatt from Montegooo Bad 

Boys & Girls Club, Jamaica, 
for her voluntary work in 
the Drama Department of 
King James 1 Academy, and 
to welcome Ana Carolina 
Krambeck from Curtiba, 
Brazil, who will be spending 
three months at King James 
I. Tickets are  £5 each.
From  Monday 14th January 
till Saturday 2nd February 
there will be an exhibition 
for the Jack Reading 
Bequest, which features the 
work of Tom McGuinness, a 
Bevan Boy who spent his life 
working down the mines. 
If you are into Folk music 
then go along and see ex 
Lindisfarne vocalist Marty 
Craggs, who fronts 'The 
Happy Cats'. They are 
appearing on Wednesday 
16th January at 8pm with 
their unique sound, which is 
a mix of Celtic and Geordie 
folk with a touch of rock ‘n’ 
roll. Tickets are £8 and £6 
for concessions.
Tickets for all the shows can 
be booked in advance on 
the Town Hall's new number 
03000 269 524.
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Trimmers
Hair Design Consultancy

Combining vast experience with modern techniques

•	 Established	30	years
•	 Expert	consultation	on	arrival	to	ensure	

we	understand	your	needs
•	 Specialists	in	brides	and	prom
•	 Piercing	studio

£10 DISCOUNT with this advert on any colour service. BOOK NOW!

156 Newgate Street •	 Bishop Auckland DL14 7JE
Tel: 01388 602001

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Residents are being asked 
to check for changes to 
refuse and recycling collec-
tions over Christmas.
Bins will be emptied as 
normal up to and including 
Friday, 21st December, 
with the following changes, 
in the table below, over 
Christmas and New Year:
Normal collections will 
resume on Tuesday 8th 

January.
Residents should check 
their collection calendars 
for details of all collection 
dates or go online at www.
durham.gov.uk and enter 
their postcode in the ‘My 
Durham’ section.
Details of collections over 
the festive period are also 
available at www.durham.
gov.uk/holidaybins.

Festive  bin  
collection  dates

Normal Revised collection Revised collection
collection day day after Christmas day after New Year
Tuesday Thu, 27 Dec Wed, 2 Jan
Wednesday Fri, 28 Dec Thu, 3 Jan
Thursday Sat, 29 Dec Fri, 4 Jan
Friday Mon, 31 Dec Sat, 5 Jan

The proposed plans to 
extend the new retail park 
at St Helen Auckland will 
not be called in by the 
Secretary of State, say 
Durham County Council.
It was thought that the 
plans would be referred 
to the Secretary of State 
as councillors went against 
planning officers’ recom-
mendations regarding the 
development when they 
voted in favour of the extra 
four units.
Local Councillor Rob Yorke 

said, “I am delighted to 
hear the news that the 
Secretary of State will not 
be calling in this applica-
tion.”
Meanwhile, Durham County 
Council has approved 
further plans to replace the 
‘Talk of the Town’ antiques 
store with a Domino’s 
Pizza, Greggs Bakery and 
Barnardo’s Charity Shop. 
The store is currently 
situated close to McDonalds  
and Starbucks in St Helen 
Auckland. 

Plans  will  not  be  
called  in

On Saturday 22nd 
December, Santa will 
be doing his rounds and 
collecting Christmas wishes 
from the children  inside 
the Newgate Centre, from 
10am till 11.45am.
Then from 2pm till 3.30pm, 
Santa will be inside Beadles 
Department Store (Toy 
Department) where he will 
be judging the a schools’ 
Christmas card competi-
tion. 
There will be an opportu-
nity to have a photograph 

taken with Santa at both 
venues. 
More events will be taking 
place throughout the day 
with Bishop Auckland & 
District Pipes & Drums 
performing in various 
locations. 
Several activities start 
from 10am, both inside 
and outside the Newgate 
Centre. 
The Salvation Army will 
be performing outside the 
centre from 10am till 12 
noon and there will also be 

a Town Team Stall for the 
Christmas Lights Appeal 
inside the centre from 
10am till 3pm. 
From 11.30am till 1.30pm 
youngsters can have their 
faces painted inside the 
centre.  
The Soundwaves 
Community Choir will be 
performing outside the 
centre from 12 noon till 
12.45pm and again from 
1pm till 1.45pm. Finally 
Bishop FM will be inside the 
centre all day.

Santa  Claus  is  comin’  to  town!

Santa will be inside Beadles Department Store on Saturday 22nd December. 

Did yule know?...
There are 
13 Santas 

in Iceland, each 
leaving a gift for 
children. They 

come down from 
the mountain 
one by one, 

starting on De-
cember 12 and 
have names like 

Spoon Licker, 
Door Sniffer and 
Meat Hook.

To Let

3 Bed end terrace & 
attic room in Tindale 

Crescent.
GCH, DG, easy parking

£100 per week

Tel: 07445 361 148

Hair	by	Tracey	Dykes

Bishop Auckland
St Peter’s Church Hall, Princes Street
Tuesdays: 7pm with Sam. Call 07903 627577.

Bishop Barrington School
Wednesdays: 5pm & 7pm with Sam. Call 07903 
627577.

Coundon
Tees Walk
Tuesdays: 3.30pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm and 
Wednesdays: 9.30am with Judith. Call 07973 460919.

West Auckland
St Helen’s Parish Church
Wednesdays: 5.30pm & 7.30pm with Gillian. 
Call 07962 270486.

We wish all our customers 
A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year

bondGatE hand Car wash 
VaLEtinG & ParKinG CEntrE

New Indoor Secured Parking and Car Sales
8am - 6pm Weekdays (prices start from £2 per day)

07906 785 235 for details and bookings
57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

St. Mary’s Under 7s travelled 
to Richmond Town for their 
most recent fixture, and 
midway through the half 
Charlie Twinn, who was 
superb throughout this 
game, set up Ellis Hallimond 
with a great pass. 
Ellis, the team’s top scorer, 
controlled the ball on 
the edge of the box then 
turned and finished well 
into the bottom left hand 
corner. 
The lads got slightly 
nervous in the last five 
minutes when Richmond 
started to come at them 
and nearly equalised with 
two minutes left. But Harry 
Alderson saved well and 
the boys defended well to 
hold on for the victory.
In the second game St 

A top of the table clash 
between the two best sides 
in the division was eagerly 
anticipated and despite 
the recent “indifferent” 
weather, the game was on 
between Bishop Auckland 
Rugby Club and Redcar.
The weather was grey and 
the pitch was sticky and 
both teams came into the 
game with terrific records 
with the spectators 
expecting an entertaining 
match. They were not dis-
appointed.
This was a match of real 
intensity with both sides 
giving their all physically. 
There were some big 
tackles and a real power 
struggle at the breakdown 
throughout the game.
Redcar kicked off and 
immediately put Bishop 
Auckland under pressure 
and maintained this 
pressure for long periods in 
the 1st half. 
With the usual no.8 playing 
at centre, Redcar set 
out to play a tight hard-
running game close to the 
breakdown. Their physi-

Bishop Auckland  RC  take  on  
Redcar

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club recently had 
a visit from England’s 
Number 4 lady, Karina Le 
Fevre. 
Karina, from nearby 
Thornaby, went to the club 
to train and give members 
a game and some advice.
Karina said, “I’ve known 
Matthew and Rachel a long 
time and heard what a 
great club they have been 
running and I wanted to 
come support them. 
“The club is doing really 
well for such a short 
amount of time and 
everyone was so welcoming 
and keen to learn. I’m sure 
I will be back a lot more as 
the hall is great, Matthew is 
a good coach and everyone 
was really nice.”
Zak Hutchinson a member 
at the club commented, 

“It was amazing to get to 
watch Karina practice the 
speed and spin on her shots 
was unreal  and she never 
seemed to miss. I played 
her in a match and she beat 
me, but did tell me a few 

St  Mary’s  round-up

Mary’s had another victory. 
This time 2-1.
After five minutes of the 
second half Liam put the 
Bishop side 1-0 up when 
he ran with the ball from 
just inside their half and 
finished with a neat shot 
into the bottom corner.
With five minutes 
remaining, a good ball 
from Arrun Roe set up Karn 
Goulborn to score, putting 
St Mary’s 2-0 up. 
Just before the end of 
the game, Richmond got 
a deserved goal back to 
make the final score 1-2.
The Under 15 Aces travelled 
to Kader F.C. with only 
nine men available and 
managed to only lose 4-0, 
which was a tremendous 
result for the players.

bits on how to improve my 
game”
More information on the 
club and its sessions can be 
found on the club website 
at www.bishopaucklandttc.
webs.com.

Top  table  tennis  player  visits  
Bishop  club

Karina Le Fevre gives the youngsters at the club some 
top tips. 

cality was impressive and 
forced a couple of penalties 
to take a 0-6 lead. 
Bishop Auckland couldn’t 
get any phases going due to 
the aggressive and physical 
forward play from Redcar, 
and they weren’t helped 
when flanker Gareth 
Edwards had to retire with 
illness. With ill directed 
kicking, Bishop Auckland 
contributed to their own 
difficulties but eventually 
broke out to gain a kickable 
penalty for Tombling and 
went in at half time 3-6 
down.
The second half started 
with a bang. Bishop 
Auckland pressured early 
and, with all the forwards 
engaged in a “maul”, Ratu 
Nareki appeared to break 
away to be pulled back 
as the referee broke up 
the melee between the 
forwards. The referee was 
very clear and decisive, 
giving the Redcar no.4 
a straight red card and 
yellow cards to a forward 
from each team. This was 
a game of real intensity. 

From the resulting penalty 
Tombling drew Bishop 
Auckland level.
With the conditions being 
difficult and Redcar now 
with 13 players, the game 
became scrappy with little 
flowing rugby, and Bishop 
Auckland’s quick wingers 
got very little ball. 
To their credit, Redcar 
really dug in and fought 
very hard, increasing their 
physicality again. This was 
a real dog fight up the 
middle and Bishop Auckland 
lost fly half Tom Burn to a 
serious facial injury. But 
the defensive qualities 
of Bishop Auckland stood 
out and the pressure was 
starting to tell on Redcar 
as they conceded penalties 
and began to talk back to 
the referee, who was now 
marching them back for 
this indiscipline. Tombling 
took advantage to extend 
Bishop Auckland’s lead to 
12-6 midway through the 
half. Bishop Auckland again 
found renewed energy and 
went further ahead from 
Tombling’s boot. 15-6.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
FOOtBALL CLUB

UPCOMING FIxtUreS
Wednesday 26th December

Home v  Newton Aycliffe

Saturday 29th December
Away v Darlington 1883

Saturday 5th January
Home v West Auckland Town


