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GARNETTS
Book one of our upcoming day breaks
Travel with GARNETTS for miles of smiles

Saturday 1st December
xmas shopper at york outlets & york centre

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Sunday 2nd December
knaresborough xmas market

Adult: £10.50

Saturday 8th December 
late night calais shopper

(Returns)

Saturday 15th December
leeds xmas shopper

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Call us now on (01388) 604419
Visit our booking agents: Bondgate Newsagents, 45 Fore Bondgate. (01388) 602186

www.garnettscoaches.com

Sunday 16th December
mystery tour

Fish & Chip Special £16.95

 

Your Invitation to the Houghall 
Campus Traditional Christmas Fayre

Join us at the Houghall 
Campus on Sunday 9th 
December, 10am till 4pm 
for a wonderfully festive day.

Loads to see and do...
Stalls and Refreshments

 Nordman Fir Christmas Trees 6’- 8’
 Festive Gifts & Christmas Wreaths
 Bird Boxes
 Seasonal Local Vegetables
 Festive Food and Drink
 Plants and Arrangements for sale

For the Children...
 Santa’s Grotto
 Face Painting
 Party hair
 Birds of Prey Demo

*£1 parking charge
0191 375 4700 
www.eastdurham.ac.uk

How to fi nd us:
The Houghall Campus is situated 
just south of Durham City, on the 
A177, next to the Shincliffe Bridge.

Each 

Child Receives 

A FREE G
ift 

Fro
m Santa

FREE* ENTRY

Entertainment
 Carols by the East 

    Durham Choir

Friday 7th December
late night calais shopper

(Departs) Adult: £49

Saturday 8th December
xmas shopper doncaster

Organisers of a festive 
fair are celebrating their 
biggest turn out yet, with 
over 2000 visitors.
Bishop Auckland College 
hosted the Community 
Festive Fair organised by 2D 

Big  turnout  for  charity’s annual  
festive  fair

Voluntary and Community 
Support.
The event was aimed at 
showcasing the various 
organisations and agencies 
who support people in 
County Durham whilst also 

ensuring festive fun.
Michele Armstrong, CEO, 
said the event, on Saturday 
17th November, lived up to 
its billing.  
She said, “We wanted 
people to have fun, get 
gifts for Christmas and have 
a go at lots of activities. 
“But our main aim was also 
to give them the opportu-
nity to meet groups and 
perhaps get help with any 
problems”.
Groups taking part in 
the event included 
local charities, housing 
agencies, Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau and Durham County 
Council, who took up some 
of the more than 110 stalls.  
Private stall holders came 
from all over the county to 
display their diverse range 
of crafts and produce, 
tempting visitors to buy 
unusual Christmas presents 
that are not normally 
available from high street 
stores. 
Children made decorations 
to dress the  many trees in 
Father Christmas’s grotto 
before being encouraged 
by Father Christmas to tell 
him ‘what they wished for 
this Christmas’.

Children enjoy visiting Santa, who dressed in his original robes for the occasion.

The Bishop Auckland Town 
Team, with the support 
of Bishop Auckland Town 
Council, has taken over 
the organisation of the 
Christmas Shop Window 
Display Competition, 
previously run by the Town 
Centre Manager of Durham 
County Council.
Entries this year are to be 
based on the theme  The 
Holly and The Ivy; the 
theme linked to the Town 
Council’s Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony which is 
being held on Friday 30th 
November.
“To date, we have received 
twenty entries for the 
competition, however, we 
would like to encourage as 
many shops as possible to 
join in this fun competi-

Christmas  shop 
window  competition

tion, and entries are still 
being accepted up to 7th 
December,” said a spokes-
person. “Winning this com-
petition will be an honour in 
itself, but in addition we are 
offering a fantastic prize of 
a quality hamper together 
with a trophy.”
The windows will be judged 
by the Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Councillor Charlie 
Kay, together with the 
Rt. Rev. Justin Welby, the 
Bishop of Durham and soon 
to be the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury.
Entry Forms can be obtained 
from the Four Clocks Centre 
in Newgate Street, the Town 
Council’s website: www.
bishopaucklandtowncoun-
cil.co.uk or you can e-mail:  
batc@btconnect.com.

The Bishop Press
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Scott Andrew Punshon, 
of Walker Drive, Bishop 
Auckland, pleaded guilty to 
stealing a Samsung Galaxy 
S2, valued at £200, when 
he appeared before magis-
trates recently.
Punshon had taken the 
phone from a car which had 
been parked in the Newton 
Cap Viaduct car park on 
22nd September.
The 25 year-old asked for 
five other offences to be 
taken into consideration, 
all of which had taken 
place during the month 
of September from the 
same secluded car park, 
frequently used by walkers 

and dog walkers. 
The District Judge at 
Newton Aycliffe heard that 
Punshon had at first denied 
the matter but had then, 
on 11th November, gone to 
the police of his own accord 
to plead guilty and tell of 
how he had used a hammer 
to break into a range of 
vehicles.
Punshon, who has mental 
health issues, had used the 
profits from his crimes to 
fund a drug habit.
Matters were adjourned 
until 12th December and the 
Probation Service was asked 
to produce a full report to 
assist with sentencing. 

Local Fundraising Manager 
for Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Michelle Muir 
is encouraging County 
Durham residents to 
consider volunteering to 
give something back to the 
local community.
“We are looking for people 
to help collect in supermar-
kets throughout December 
in Bishop Auckland. 

“We have been very 
fortunate that the local 
supermarkets have allowed 
us to do so, but we need 
volunteers to help out, 
even if it’s just a couple of 
hours Macmillan would be 
very grateful.  
“Cancer is the toughest 
fight most of us will ever 
face.  If you or a loved one 
has been diagnosed, you 
need a team of people in 
your corner supporting 
you every step of the way.  
That’s who we are.”
Many people find the 
benefits of volunteering 
are threefold; meeting new 
people and making friends, 
gaining new skills and most 
importantly, having fun.
For more information 
on how to get involved,  
contact Michelle Muir on 
07809 554 967 or email 
mmuir@macmillan.org.uk.

Police in Bishop Auckland 
are launching a two-
pronged offensive against 
shoplifting and anti-social 
behaviour in the run up to 
Christmas.
Operations Ruby and 
Norway, in which police 
officers, PCSOs and Special 
Constables will be taking 
part in high-visibility 
patrols on foot and in cars, 
will take place in the 
Tindale Crescent shopping 
area and the town centre.
“We want to ensure that 
for the majority of people 
who come to Bishop 
Auckland to shop as the 
festive season approaches, 
the experience is a pleas-
urable one, but those 
individuals who think they 
can take advantage of 
busy shops to engage in 
criminal activity need to 
know they aren’t welcome 
and their actions won’t be 
tolerated,” said PC Rob 
Simpson, of the Bishop 
Auckland neighbourhood 
policing team (NPT).
PC Simpson added that 

Services
Image Bridal

Professional Alteration Service
On all clothing & soft furnishings.
Dress fitting service also available

136 Newgate Street
 01388 664300

www.imagedress.co.uk

Local Light Removals
Cheap rates

07588 027 060

Operation Ruby will be 
run along similar lines 
to a successful scheme 
launched last year and 
will be mirrored in the 
town centre by Operation 
Norway, also run by the 
NPT.
A Shopwatch initiative, 
allowing staff and security 
guards employed by 
stores constant contact 
with police, is already in 
place in both the Tindale 
Crescent area and the 
town centre.
“We will be working closely 
with staff from the shops 
to minimise the risk of 
premises becoming targets 
for thieves. Anyone caught 
committing offences here 
will be arrested and dealt 
with appropriately,” said 
PC Simpson.
Members of the public 
will have the chance to 
chat to officers during 
special organised events as 
well as while they are on 
routine patrols. A mobile 
police station where 
people can pick up crime 

Man  admits  to  car  
park  thefts

Volunteers  needed  
for  Macmillan

prevention information 
and community safety tips 
will park at a variety of 
locations.
PC Simpson added, “We 
would like to encourage 
people to come and talk 
to us about what we’re up 
to and raise policing issues 
of concern to them. We 
will be holding our next 
police and communities 
together (PACT) meetings 
on November 28th in 
Starbucks at 7pm and 
at the Stanley Jefferson 
public house (Wether-
spoons) at 6.30pm.”
Officers from the NPT 
leading Operation Ruby 
include PC Simpson and 
PC Kimberly Marshall, and 
PCSOs Matt Eckersley, 
Kimberley Rantoul and 
Mike Atkinson. 
Operation Norway will 
include PCs Alex Riley and 
Alistair Henry and PCSOs 
Nicola Shaw and Mark 
Peacock.
For daily updates on what 
the NPT is up to log on to 
Facebook and Twitter.

Shoplifters  shown  the  red  
light

THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 

Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 
Our menu has more selections than any other in the area

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland

Call in or phone your order and we guarantee 
you won’t be disappointed

Fast, Friendly Service

www.thekingsbalti.co.uk
Established over 18 years

You can also order & pay online at www.hungryhouse.com

Try our best seller: Chicken Tikka Massala

New  Principal  appointed  by 
Bishop  Auckland  College
Bishop Auckland College has 
announced the appointment 
of a new Principal.
Natalie Davison, currently 
Vice Principal and Director 
of Curriculum and Quality, 
will take up her new post 
as Principal and Chief 
Executive in the New Year.
She replaces Anne 
Isherwood, who has been 
appointed as Principal at 
Sunderland College.
Miss Davison has more than 
15 years’ experience in the 
further education sector 
and joined Bishop Auckland 
College in 2008 as Assistant 
Principal from Newham 
College in East London, 
where she was Director of 
the Faculty of Technology.
Other roles have included 
Head of the School of En-
gineering and Computing 
at Thurrock and Basildon 
College, and Process 
Engineer and Production 
Manager at Procter and 
Gamble. The 43 year-old, 
of Heighington Village, is 
originally from Newton 
Aycliffe and was educated 
at the town’s Woodham 
Comprehensive School and 
Swansea University, where 

she graduated with an 
honours degree in chemical 
engineering.
Miss Davison said, “It is a 
privilege to take Bishop 
Auckland College on to 
the next stage of its de-
velopment. The focus will 
be firmly on supporting 
growth and prosperity – of 
individuals, businesses 
and communities. This 
means helping people to 

secure apprenticeships and 
jobs, supporting business 
start-ups and providing 
businesses with the training 
and skills needed for 
growth. We have an excep-
tional team of staff who are 
committed to building on 
the super Ofsted outcome 
and high success rates 
to play a key role in the 
economic development of 
the area.”

Natalie Davison has been appointed the new Principal of 
Bishop Auckland College.
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BONDGATE HAND CAR WASH 
VALETING & PARKING CENTRE

New Indoor Secured Parking and Car Sales
8am - 6pm Weekdays (prices start from £2 per day)

07906 785 235 for details and bookings
57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE DOG GROOMERS
Mutley’sMutley’s

Fully qualified dog handlers
Pick up & drop off service 
Home boarding available
No area too far
For a competitive price 
on any dog, give us a call

tel: 01388 813297
mobile: 07951 501658

Between 11pm on Saturday 
3rd November and 10am 
on Sunday 4th November, 
a Suzuki 125 motorbike, 
registration NK54 KGZ, 
was stolen from a garage 
next to a house in Sidney 
Terrace, Bishop Auckland.
Entry was forced to the 

Join in with a truly 
memorable adventure at 
the Enchanted Christmas 
Winter Wonderland that 
your child will never forget. 
Journey with your children 
through the Garden of 
Winter Wonder, The Gin-
gerbread Kitchen, Mrs 
Claus’ Sitting Room, Busy 
Elves Workshop and meet 
Santa in his Grotto.
Activities include a 
treasure hunt, craft 
activities, lollipop game 
and tombola. Families will 
also get the chance to 

browse the Christmas gift 
stalls, buy from the bake 
sale, or eat in the Ginger-
bread Kitchen. Children are 
encouraged to dress up, 
but it isn’t essential. 
The Winter Wonderland 
event takes place at 
Butterwick Hospice on 
Saturday 8th December 
from 12 noon. The price 
is £5 per child and £2 per 
adult, under 1’s free. For 
more information, contact 
Lindsey Brown on 01388 
603003 or email lindsey-
brown@butterwick.org.uk. 

Did you know that Santa is 
coming to Bishop Auckland? 
Well, he is, and will be in 
town on Saturday, 15th 
December and again on 
Saturday, 22nd December to 
take  Christmas Wish Lists 
from all the children who 
come to see him.
A spokesperson for Santa 
said, “This is a unique oppor-
tunity to bring your children 

Santa  Claus  is  coming  to  town
along so they can post their 
Christmas Wish List (you can 
fill in and cut out the form 
below) in Santa’s Post Box, 
which he will take back to 
the North Pole. 
“There will be an additional 
opportunity for your child 
to have a photo taken with 
Santa should you so wish.”
So, why not take your 
children into Bishop 

Christmas Wish List 
Dear Santa, 
For Christmas I would like... 

……………………………..………. 
……………………………..………. 
…………………………..…………. 
……………………………………...
………………………………………
…………………………………...... 

Visit Santa in Bishop Auckland: 
 

10:00am - 11:30am  Outside Newgate Centre 
12 Noon - 1:30pm    Outside Lemon Grove 
2:00pm - 3:30pm      Inside Beales Department Store (Toy Dept) 

Christmas Wish List 
Dear Santa, 
For Christmas I would like... 

……………………………..………. 
……………………………..………. 
…………………………..…………. 
……………………………………...
………………………………………
…………………………………...... 

Visit Santa in Bishop Auckland: 
 

10:00am - 11:30am  Outside Newgate Centre 
12 Noon - 1:30pm    Outside Lemon Grove 
2:00pm - 3:30pm      Inside Beales Department Store (Toy Dept) 

Auckland this Christmas to 
see Santa in the following 
locations on Saturdays, 15th 
and 22nd December:
10.00am – 11.30am     
Outside the Newgate Centre
12 Noon – 1.30pm
Outside Lemon Grove, 
Newgate Street
2.00pm – 3.30pm
Inside Beales Department 
Store – Toy Department.

The Time For You Tearoom, 
situated in the Four 
Clocks Centre, is hosting a 
Christmas Craft Fayre and 
Grotto for the next four 
Saturdays in the run up to 
the festive period.
The fayre and grotto will 
take place between 11am 
and 2pm on 24th November 
and then on the 1st, 8th 
and 15th December. There 
will be a £1.50 charge for 
the grotto.
The fayre will be selling 

Craft  fayre  &  grotto at  Time  For  
You  Tearoom

homemade jams, cakes 
and gifts. There will also 
be jewellery for sale, a 
tombola and face painting.
The events will be raising 
money for children’s cancer 
charities by selling books, 
rainbow cookies and pho-
tographs taken with Santa.
There will also be a special 
Santa postbox where, 
for just £3, children can 
post letters to Santa and 
receive a personal reply at 
one of the grottos. Tickets 

must be pre-booked from 
the Tearoom. 
For more information 
about the Tearoom, visit 
their facebook page by 
searching for Timeforyou 
Tearoom.
Meanwhile, the Four 
Clocks is also selling 
Christmas cards in aid of 
many charities: Action for 
Children, Age UK, Alzhei-
mer’s Society and Mencap 
are just some of those who 
will benefit.

Enchanted  Christmas 
Winter  Wonderland

wooden garage by forcing 
the hasp/padlock. 
The motorbike had no 
steering lock therefore 
could have been pushed 
away. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to ring 
101 and ask for PC Natalie 
Winter at Bishop Auckland.

Motorbike  stolen

An 89 year-old’s mobility 
scooter was rendered 
unusable when thieves 
stole the battery pack. 
The theft, which took 
place at Windsor Court, 
Bishop Auckland, occured 
between 8am on November 
14th and 8am on November 
16th. 

If anyone is able to provide 
information about the 
theft, they should contact 
PC Matthew Hope, at Bishop 
Auckland Police Station, or 
call the non-emergency 
number, 101. Alternatively, 
call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

Mobility  scooter  
battery  pack  stolen

To Let
2 Bed Flat, recently refur-
bished, Rosemount Court, 

South Church, B/A
£350 per calendar month
NO DSS - references & 
credit check required

Contact: 07930 575 384
(after 5pm please)
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

Train  station  to  get  ticket  
office  after  40  years
Following an agreement 
between Northern Rail 
and Bishop Auckland based 
Bishop Trains, Bishop 
Auckland Railway Station 
will once again have its 
own ticket office after an 
absence of over 40 years.
Bishop Trains, which opened 
a model railway and gift 
shop at the railway station in 
January, have adopted the 
town railway station under 
a deal with Northern Rail. 
Bishop Trains now provide 
staff to look after the 
station and passengers using 
it. Under the deal Bishop 
Trains is investing over 
£10,000 in the provision of 
the new ticket office, which 
is expected to open in early 
December and will be able to 
sell tickets to and from any 
national rail station within 
the UK and also Railcards, 
Rail Rovers and tickets to 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, 

Isle of Man and the Channel 
Islands, plus through tickets 
to a host of other operator’s 
destinations such as the 
London Underground and 
the Tyne & Wear Metro.
David Million, Business 
Partner at Bishop Trains 
explained, “The presence 
of staff at the station after 
a period of over 40 years 
is a major improvement 
and will improve security 
and reassurance for station 
users. The new ticket office 
will add to this. 
“Currently, passengers 
travelling from Bishop 
Auckland have to purchase 
tickets from the guard on 
the train, this limits the 
choice of tickets available 
to passengers. 
“Alternatively they have 
to travel further afield 
to Durham or Darlington 
stations in order to benefit 
from cheaper advance 

ticket deals. 
“From December they can 
simply visit their local 
station at Bishop Auckland 
as we will offer the full 
range of tickets. 
“The new services provided 
by Bishop Trains will greatly 
enhance the experience of 
people using the station and 
we hope that this will help 
attract more passengers to 
the local rail service”.
The last staffed Ticket 
Office at Bishop Auckland 
station closed on 5th May 
1969.
Bishop Trains are also coach 
ticket booking agents for 
Garnetts International, 
Durham City Voyager 
Coaches and Classic 
Coaches.
More details can be found 
at their dedicated Bishop 
Auckland Railway Station 
website, www.ba-rail.
co.uk.

Police are appealing for 
information after a spate 
of burglaries on building 
sites.
The burglaries have 
occurred over a seven 
week period on Taylor 
Wimpey housing develop-
ments in Bishop Auckland 
and earlier in the year in 
Spennymoor and Bearpark, 
where Ideal Combi boilers 
have been stolen.
DC Peter Lonsdale, of 
Bishop Auckland CID 
commented, “The thieves 
seem to be targeting 
the sites looking for a 
particular brand and model 

of boiler, Ideal Combi 
35,  and we are currently 
following a number of lines 
of enquiry and working 
with Taylor Wimpey to 
increase security.
“We would like to hear 
from anyone who may have 
been offered one of these 
boilers for sale or recently 
had one of these boilers 
installed.”
Anyone with information 
regarding the thefts is 
asked to call the police on 
101 and ask for DC Lonsdale 
at Bishop Auckland CID or 
call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm
You can watch ‘At the Races’ and ‘Racing UK’

Large free function room always available
Tel: 01388 609817 / 01388 605136

Saturday 24th November: ‘
norman cox’

(free admission)

Boiler  thefts

A Dickensian Christmas 
Fayre is being held in 
celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Charles Dickens.
The event will take place 
from 2pm to 4pm on 
Sunday 2nd December at 
the Parish Centre to the 
rear of St Helen’s Church in 

St Helen’s.
There will be a variety of 
stalls selling home-made 
produce, crafts, tombola, 
raffles, refreshments and 
much more.
“Do come along, find some 
bargains and get into the 
Christmas spirit,” said a 
spokesperson. 

Dickensian  
Christmas  fayre

A charity is appealing for a 
volunteer to help a Bishop 
Auckland woman care for 
her dog. The Cinnamon 
Trust is the only specialist 
national charity which 
offers pet care support for 
terminally ill people and 
people in their later years. 
“Many elderly and ill pet 
owners become worried 
about the fate of their 
beloved animals, feeling 
that the only answer is to 

find them a new home, and 
this is where we can help,” 
said a spokesperson for the 
charity.
Volunteers walk dogs for 
housebound owners, foster 
pets when owners need 
hospital care, fetch cat food 
and even clean out bird 
cages.
A Bishop Auckland lady is 
currently unable to walk her 
lovely cross breed, and the 
charity desperately need 

volunteers in the town.
“Even if you can offer an 
hour a week to help this 
lovely dog, it will improve 
her quality of life and give 
the owner peace of mind,” 
continued the spokesper-
son.
If anyone can help, contact 
Sally on 01736 758 707 or 
email volunteer@cinnamon.
org.uk.
For more details, visit www.
cinnamon.org.uk.

Could  you  spare  an  hour?

Gas Safe Registered 

D.L.G. 
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Servicing & repairs
Bathroom Installations 

inc. tiling
Free Estimates 24hr call out

Time-served

Ring Dave on
01388 205230

or 0751 3590498

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Bishop Press is 
delivered to around
9,000 homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 2p each

(01388) 775 896

Two & Three bed 
houses to let in  

Bishop Auckland & 
Shildon

Call Debra on
07917 881852

It’s now getting near to 
Xmas and your party 

is just round the corner. 
Why not call

Jamie’s Taxis
And request the

PARTY BUS!
Call 01388 606 267
For bookings & further details
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Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, 
small enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote
Tel: 07826527952

01388 720009

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Bishop Auckland Town 
Council will host its annual 
Christmas Tree switch-on 
ceremony on Friday 30th 
November at 4.30pm.
A piper from Bishop 
Auckland and District 
Pipes & Drums will lead 
three of the Bishop 
Auckland’s Olympic Torch 
bearers; Kieran Maxwell, 
Lyndon Longhorn and 
Robert Ellis to the 
tree, through the Clock 
Tower entrance of the 
park gates, followed by 
children from St Andrew’s, 

Etherley Lane, Escomb 
and St Anne’s Primary 
Schools.
Once the tree is lit the 
congregation will proceed 
down the drive that will be 
lit by live flame beacons 
and enter St Paul’s chapel 
inside Auckland castle. 
Councillor Charlie Kay, 
Mayor of Bishop Auckland, 
will welcome everyone to 
the service.
The chapel will have 
undergone a ‘Holly and 
Ivy’ makeover following 
a two-day installation of 

Following the great 
success of last year’s 
‘Music and Mince Pies’ 
concert, the Andreas 
Ensemble and the Cobweb 
Baroque Players are 
presenting, in conjunc-
tion with Bishop Auckland 
Music Society, a varied 
programme of Christmas 
music at St. Andrew’s 
Church, South Church, on 
Friday 7th December from 
7.30pm.
This Christmas the 
choir and orchestra are 
performing together a 
number of well-loved 
pieces, including Bach’s 

masterpiece Cantata 140 
“Wachet auf!” (Sleepers 
Wake), and works by 
Handel and Buxtehude, 
with some favourite 
seasonal choir motets and 
carols.
The orchestral programme 
features the Corelli 
Christmas Concerto and a 
delightful Bach Concerto 
for Flute and Oboe.
Proceeds will go towards 
the cost of repairing the 
seriously water-damaged 
organ and roof of St. 
Anne’s Church in Market 
Place, Bishop Auckland, 
following lead theft a year 

ago.
Tickets are £12 each, 
which includes a glass 
of wine and seasonal re-
freshments in the interval; 
young people aged 18 and 
under are free of charge.
Tickets are available by;
• Sending a stamped 
addressed envelope with 
payment to Brian Varley at 
11 Dene Hall Drive, Bishop 
Auckland, DL14 6UF 
• From Cameo Fine Art, 
93 Newgate Street, Bishop 
Auckland 
• Or at the door. 
Cheques should be made 
payable to "BAMS". 

In December, the Bishop 
Auckland Theatre 
Hooligans (BATH) will be 
presenting their fifteenth 
annual Christmas show; 
‘The Schummanators & the 
Terrible Events of Moscow 
Fashion Week 2012’. 
The director, Mr Stephen 
Elliot, said, “For me this is 
the best time of year. I get 
to work with lots of young 
people who enjoy what 
they are doing and to help 
make Bishop Auckland a 
better place to live.” 
This year’s play is about the 
Schumman brothers from 
last year’s Christmas show 
who put on a fashion event 

in Moscow.
Audiences will be wowed 
by a variety of colourful 
and memorable characters 
such as super models, 
grannies, tourists, surfer 
dudes and ornithologists in 
a murder mystery without 
any murders. 
The show will be staged at 
King James I Academy on 
Wednesday 12th, Thursday 
13th, Friday 14th and 
Saturday 15th December at 
7pm. 
Tickets are £5 for adults 
and £3 for concessions. 
They are available from 
King James I Academy, call 
01388 603388.

Christmas  tree  lights  
switch-on

BATH  Christmas  
show

Local fundraising group, 
The Purple Ladies, have 
chosen South Durham 
Counselling Service, based 
in Shildon, as their new 
charity of the year 2012-
2013. 
On Friday 23rd November, 

the first fundraiser will be 
held at The Grand in Bishop 
Auckland.
The Rock Night will feature 
The Dust Town Dogs and 
Meaghan, and all proceeds 
will go to the Counselling 
Service.

Rock  night 

A fundraising event is to be 
held at The Manor pub in 
Henknowle in aid of Kays 
Hill Animal Sanctuary.
The event will be held on 
Saturday 1st December, 
when there will be 
karaoke, a disco, quiz, 

raffle, tombola, food and a 
visit from Santa.
Tickets are £6 for adults 
and £4 for children (which 
includes a gift from Santa).
For tickets call 07972 268 
420 or turn up on the 
night.

Sanctuary  fundraiser

LED lighting, coupled with 
swags of holly and ivy and 
candle-lit aisles.
Soloist Caroline Stephens 
will sing the 18th century 
carol “The Holly and The 
Ivy” by Sir Henry Walford 
and the service will 
receive the blessing from 
the Bishop of Durham, 
the Right reverend Justin 
Welby. 
On completion of the 
service, the congrega-
tion will assemble in the 
Castle grounds to watch a 
fireworks display. 

Andreas  Ensemble  provide  
festive  entertainment

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Time Served 
30 years experience

£12.50/hr - £11 pensioners
Tel Alan: 776250

All aspects of painting
£13/hr - £12 pensioners
Tel Tony: 776156

Both honest, reliable, local 
lads. Small jobs welcome.

Happy to Help!

Tony Pearson
Painting

VACANCIES — APPLY NOW  

•  Business Administration 
•  Customer Service 
•  ICT Professional 
•  IT User 
•  Sales 

Vacancies available NOW with local employers 

The Digital Factory 
Durham Way South 
Aycliffe Business Park 
Newton Aycliffe 
DL5 6XP 

Contact Laura for details of current 
Apprenticeship opportunities. 

01325 320052 
Or apply online—www.itecne.co.uk  

VACANCIES — APPLY NOW  

•  Business Administration 
•  Customer Service 
•  ICT Professional 
•  IT User 
•  Sales 

Vacancies available NOW with local employers 

The Digital Factory 
Durham Way South 
Aycliffe Business Park 
Newton Aycliffe 
DL5 6XP 

Contact Laura for details of current 
Apprenticeship opportunities. 

01325 320052 
Or apply online—www.itecne.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Care Workers 
£6.45 per hour & 25p mileage allowance 

 
To provide care & support to people in their own homes. 

 
Posts are available in Spennymoor, Bishop Auckland, 

Newton Aycliffe, Shildon, West Auckland, Cockfield, Eldon, 
Coundon, St Helens Auckland and surrounding villages. 

 
All rotas include daytime, evenings & alternate weekends.  

 
Experience desirable although full training will be provided. 

 
Car owner / driver essential. 

 
For further information please contact 

Gemma, Charlotte or Laura on 01740 658873 
 

The above posts are subject to a CRB disclosure 
 
 

Due to being a contracted provider of home care 
for Durham County Council we are happy  

to announce the above vacancies 
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S-CARS LTD

4-5 Post Office Street, Spennymoor
19 Blackgate, Coxhoe
www.scars.co.uk

Spennymoor: 01388 811 855
Coxhoe: 0191 377 0236

Dealer level diagnostic on 
Audi, VW, Seat & Skoda

Service & Repair on 
all makes and models
Air Con Service £48

MOTs £40

Dave Naylor 
Digital

Digital Aerial 
Upgrade only £25

Freesat + Sky
Multi-point Installs
Any Quote Beaten
No extra cost. All 

prices agreed before 
work commences.
0777 955 7148

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150

OR: 07552752169

Anyone of a certain age in 
South West Durham will be  
aware of the above phrase, 
and the well-loved joke 
that inspires it.
Appearing in that very 
same window will be one 
of the best good time Jazz 
Bands in the North: the 
world famous Tees Valley 
Jazzmen.
Part of the store has been 
converted into an opulent 
wine bar and it will host 
a new monthly afternoon 

gig on the last Thursday 
of every month, from 
12.30pm  until 3pm.
Band member, Norma 
Salisbury explained that 
the band want to support 
the campaign for a better 
Bishop Auckland town 
centre: “Having played 
in the Newgate shopping 
centre for a number of 
years doing the 1940s 
event for the town centre 
management with great 
success, we would now 

The next event at 
Woodhouse Close Library’s,  
Woodhouse on Wednesday 
sessions, (WoW), is a ‘Crafty 
Ceramics’ workshop on 28th 
November. Caroline will be 
there to assist in decorating 
a mug.

‘WoW’
This is followed by a return 
visit from the Sedgefield 
Handbell Ringers on 5th 
December.  Tina Fuller will 
give a talk on ‘Elizabethan 
Costume’ on 12th December 
and will be taking along a 
sample of her work. 

like to try and revive the 
Market Place to make it 
just like it used to be in 
years gone by.
“So, come along and help us 
banish those winter blues, 
put a spring in your step 
and relive your youth. Our 
aim is to make it the best 
thing in the Market Place 
since ‘The Bishops brought 
home the Cup!’ And best of 
all, it’s all for free.”
The band’s next gig will be 
on Thursday 29th November.

The world famous Tees Valley Jazzmen will be performing free gigs to show their sup-
port for the better Bishop Auckland town centre campaign.

I’ll  show  my  band  in  Doggart’s  
window

The Chimneys Restaurant 
at Bishop Auckland Hospital 
will be holding a Carol 
Service on Thursday 6th 

Carol service
December from 3pm.  Tea 
and mince pie refreshments 
will be available.  All are 
welcome to attend.

There are several interest-
ing events coming up at 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall.
On the music calendar the 
highlight is award-winning 
folk musician, Jez Lowe, 
who will be headlining on 
Saturday 15th December 
from 8pm, accompanied by 

Town Hall events
the Bad Pennies. Tickets 
are £8 or £6 for conces-
sions. There will also be a 
Christmas Lunchtime Concert 
featuring George and his 
guests, Bon Achord, with a 
programme of festive music 
on Friday 7th December from 
1pm.  Tickets are £3.

Film night on Thursday 
29th November features 
The Angels’ Share, a gritty 
Scottish drama with strong 
language. The film begins at 
7.30pm and costs £4.
Check out the website at 
bishopaucklandtownhall.org.
uk for more events. 

Friends of Spirit Cornwall 
Place, Henknowle Estate will 
be hosting a Winter Fayre 
from 11am on Saturday 1st 

Winter Fayre
December.  The fayre will 
include nearly new items, 
cakes, bric-a-brac, crafts, 
card readings and tombola. 

To Let
Bishop Auckland, 

Market Place. 
2 Bed Cottages/Flats 

completed to a high standard.
Furnished or unfurnished. 

DG/CH. 
Private parking available.

Tel: 07771 878 340
or: 07775 848 973

Bishop Auckland
St Peter’s Church Hall, Princes Street
Tuesdays: 7pm with Sam. Call 07903 627577.

Bishop Barrington School
Wednesdays: 5pm & 7pm with Sam. Call 07903 
627577.

Coundon
Tees Walk
Tuesdays: 3.30pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm and 
Wednesdays: 9.30am with Judith. Call 07973 460919.

West Auckland
St Paulinus Church
Wednesdays: 5.30pm & 7.30pm with Gillian. 
Call 07962 270486.

How to contact us:
By email:
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
By post or in person:
Bishop Press, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Woodhouse Close Library / Town Hall Library
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available bishoppress.com
The Bishop Press is delivered free of charge to homes and  busi-
nesses in Bishop Auckland, Tindale and Toronto and has sister 
papers in Ferryhill & Chilton and Shildon.

            Bishop press
  The
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk
Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Table tennis for everyone is 
the club motto for Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis Club 
and they mean it! 
Over the last few weeks 
the club has been putting 
together and wrapping 
shoes boxes full of 
Christmas presents for kids 
in poorer countries.
As part of ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’ the club 
has filled the boxes with 
gifts, including a table 

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

Armstrong 
Electrics

Quality Electrical Services 
at competitive prices

Free Quotes & Advice

No Call Out Charge
Contact Gary Armstrong on

  01740 654054
  07944 444100

Charity  cabaret  
night
Fifi la True and Showtime 
Entertainment UK are 
teaming up to raise money 
for the Great Ormond 
Street Children’s Hospital, 
by presenting a night of 
fun, frolics, fashion and 
games.
The show features cabaret 
from Fifi la Tru, star of 
BBC3’s ‘Jamie: Drag Queen 
at 16’, catwalk shows and 
much more.
The event will be held at 

Bishop Auckland Masonic 
Hall on Friday 30th 
November from 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £5 in advance 
or £6 on the door and 
include a free glass of 
wine on entry. They can 
be purchased from www.
showtimeuk.com.
100% of profits from the 
event will be donated 
to Great Ormond Street 
Children’s Hospital. 

The Co-operative Funer-
alcare will be holding a 
Memorial Christmas Carol 
Service on Wednesday 5th 
December, from 7pm at 
Woodhouse Close Church.
“We would like to extend 
an open invitation to an 
evening of carols and 
readings in remembrance 
of loved ones. There will 
also be an opportunity to 

light a candle and place a 
memorial message on the 
Christmas Tree in Church,” 
said a spokesperson.
There will also be Memorial 
Christmas Trees in all of 
the Co-op’s funeral homes 
from 1st December, where 
tributes can be placed in 
memory of loved ones. 
For more information 
telephone 01388 603525.

Memorial  carol  
service

Christmas  fayre
Cumbria Lodge, in Cumbria 
Place, Henknowle, will be 
holding a Christmas Fayre 
on Tuesday 4th December 
from 10.30am. There will be 
gift and craft stalls, a raffle, 

home-made cakes and pies 
and carol singing from St 
John’s School Choir at 1pm.
“We are looking forward 
to meeting you,” said a 
spokesperson.

tennis bat and a box of 
balls so the children can 
experience table tennis.  
Rachel Greener from 
Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis Club, who organised 
the boxes, said, “We just 
wanted to give something 
back with it being 
Christmas. 
“We take things for granted 
and, while teaching the 
children table tennis skills, 
we should be teaching 

them life skills such as 
being charitable and giving 
to those less fortunate 
than us.  
“Were are thankful to 
everyone at the club who 
has donated gifts, time, 
and effort.”
Club information can be 
found on the website www.
bishopaucklandttc.webs.
com or on the facebook 
page www.facebook.com/
bishopttc. 

Bishop Auckland Table Tennis Club with the boxes they have put together as part of 
Operation Christmas Child.  

Table  tennis  youngsters  
support  those  less  fortunate

Property to Rent
Three bedroom end terrace 

house to rent in Wilson 
Street, Crook. 
£98 per week. 

50% Off 1st month’s rent

Call Yvonne on
01388 746440

If you would like to view

For Sale
As new - 

Bouncy Castle
Suitable for 2-3 children 

under 5s. £60.00
Can deliver within Bishop 

Auckland area. Would make a 
great Christmas present.

Contact Norma on 
01388 607256

Leave a message & I will 
get back to you

TO LET

07898 626 049
mon-fri 9am - 6pm
sh-properties.co.uk

2 lovely 2 Bedroom 
houses in 

Bishop Auckland
available to rent

AIDING YOU MOBILITY

01388 776157
07940 584642

Caring for all your 
mobility needs

now open: 
tues & thur: 9.30am - 2.30pm 

Fri - sat: 9.30am - 12.30pm

to celebrate our 1st year
10% off with this advert

church street, shildon Advertise in 
The Press
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

SA JOINERY
All Aspects of Joinery & 
Property Maintenance

Doors supplied and fitted, 
loft access/boarding, decking, 
fencing, paving, laminate/real 

wood flooring, skirting 
& architrave

Call Stephen on
07912 982 056

For a free quote

SIMPSONS 24 Church
Street, Shildon

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

We also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES

ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709

Bishop Auckland Girls FC 
is a newly established 
football club, which caters 
for girls football from the 
ages of four and upwards.
Club Chairman, Ian Quigley 
explained, “Girls football is 
one of the fastest growing 
sports in the country and 
we felt it was timely to 
set up a girls football club 
serving Bishop Auckland 
and the surrounding area.  
“As well as Bishop 
Auckland, we have girls 
from Spennymoor, Shildon, 
Crook, West Auckland and 
Durham. 
“The club’s ethos is not just 
about skills development 
but being able to doster a 
fun social environment.  
“The club have two teams 
playing in the Russel Foster 
League (Under 10s and 
11s). 
“We have over 30 girls who 
train and or play football 

Andrew Ayre from Millers 
Hill in South Church is 
celebrating becoming the 
Under-17 Boys Northern 
Champion in trampolining.
Andrew’s success is no 
one-off. Having entered 
the Championship in each 
of the six years he has been 
trampolining, he has won 
his category every year. 
Not resting on his laurels, 
Andrew, 15, is training 
hard and hoping to qualify 
to compete in the British 
Championships next year.

Andrew  is  bouncing  
after  latest  success

Andrew said, “I am very 
proud of my club as they 
give me a lot of help and 
support.”
Andrew bounces for the 
High Voltage Trampoline 
Club based at Bishop 
Barrington Sports Hall.
The club hold three 
one-hour sessions each 
Thursday from 5pm to 8pm 
and every Saturday from 
10am to 1pm.
For more information about 
the club see their website 
at www.highvoltagetc.co.uk.

Andrew shows off the Under-17 Boys Northern Champion-
ship trophy: the latest silverware in his growing collection. 

each week. We are looking 
to develop a new under 10s 
team for next season and 
girls currently in years 4 
and 3 at school would be 
eligible to play for the new 
team. 
“However, we are keen to 
encourage enquiries from 
all age groups, particu-
larly those girls currently in 
reception and years 1 and 2 
at school.
“In the new year we will 
be looking to run some 
taster sessions for girls in 
reception and year 1 and, 
if you are interested, then 
please do not hesitate to 
contact us via our website 
at www.bishopauckland-
girlsfc.co.uk or you can 
contact me, Ian Quigley, on 
07784 484572.
“We have three female 
and two male FA qualified 
coaches and would also 
welcome interest from girls 

who would like to join the 
club with the aim of getting 
involved in the coaching of 
younger players. 
“As a club we would 
support girls to enrol as FA 
young leaders or on the FA 
Level 1 coaching course.
“Bishop Auckland Girls 
have been fortunate in 
being able to attract 
sponsorship from Construc-
tion Dispute Resolution to 
purchase hoodies for the 
Under 10s and younger 
girls and from Auckland 
Caravan Storage for match 
strips. 
“The Under 11s hoodies 
were sponsored by C & C 
Campbell Plumbing and 
Heating and the match 
strips by Chester le Street 
Car Hand Wash. 
“Deneside Heating Services 
and Graham Dent Plumbing 
have also been kind enough 
to donate funding.”

Bishop  Auckland  Girls  Football  
Club  looking  for  players

It has been some consid-
erable time since Bishop 
Auckland won away at 
Rockcliffe and, facing 
a team that are back in 
form and strong at home is 
never an easy task. Bishops 
handed a 1st XV debut to 
U17’s star Josh Pagan and 
saw the return of Laurence 
Oliver at centre.
From the off Bishop looked 
powerful and effective in 
attack, mounting a series 
of breaks through Evans and 
Beach. They were regularly 
inside the Rockcliffe 22 in 
the opening exchanges and 
quickly registered a try 
from Kieran Canovan. 
Bishops showed why they 
have the stingiest defence 
in the league with Oliver 

and Evans shutting down the 
Rockcliffe backs and keeping 
the ball away from their 
lightening paced winger. 
Rockcliffe took the gamble of 
kicking ahead to newcomer 
Pagan who, with his first 
attack of the game, tore 
apart the Rockcliffe backs 
line for a 40 metre gain. 
Before the half, Nareki 
crashed over the line for 
his 8th try of the season 
and Mike Ross also added 
a try to leave the Bishops 
well in control at the half.
The second half saw 
Rockcliffe tighten up in 
defence and concentrate 
far more on stopping the 
Bishop’s offloading game. 
Nareki was in superb form 
and worked so well with 

Beach, Bryan Victory 
and Ross that Rockcliffe 
eventually allowed a break. 
Pagan featured twice in 
what was certainly the try of 
the season so far for Bishops.
Bullocking runs from the 
back row, Pagan and lock 
forward Paul Fletcher got 
Bishop into the opponents 
half before a clever offload 
allowed Brabban to move 
the ball quickly to the 
line. Pagan emerged again 
outside Oliver at centre 
and glided through the line, 
converting the overlap to 
release Canovan for his 
19th try of the season.
In the closing stages, 
Rockcliffe registered a 
somewhat conciliatory try to 
leave the final score 24-10.

Bishops break Rockcliffe hoodoo


