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The regeneration of our 
historic town centre is set 
to benefit from additional 
funding. Durham County 
Council’s Urban Rural Re-
naissance Initiative (URRI) 
team has secured £50,000 
from the Local Transport 
Plan 2, to expand the area 
which is undergoing resto-
ration around the Market 
Place in Bishop Auckland.
The money means that the 
final phase of the three 
year programme of im-

provements can also take 
in the area on the edge of 
the Market Place in front of 
the Queen’s Head Hotel and 
Monaco Bar.
Cllr Neil Foster is the Cabinet 
member for regeneration 
and economic development: 
“This is the final piece in 
the jigsaw for the regenera-
tion of the Market Place and 
will undoubtedly finish the 
extensive programme of 
works off perfectly.
“This additional funding 

means residents and 
visitors will be able to 
enjoy enhanced pedestrian 
access to this important and 
historic heart of the town.
“Ensuring this whole area 
offers an attractive warm 
welcome to everyone is par-
ticularly important, given 
the exciting visitor opportu-
nities we hope to see linked 
to the Zurbaran paintings 
and Auckland Castle.” 
This aspect of the works 
will start on January 9, 2012 
and take approximately 
eight weeks to complete. It 
will include installing safe 
crossing points linking the 
stretch of pavement along 
North Bondgate and the 
Market Place to the Town 
Hall and shops.  
As the work falls within the 
town’s conservation area 
the improvements will be 
finished with the same high 
quality materials as those 
used in the Market Place, 
lifting the entire area.
Under this aspect of the 
programme the loading and 
parking areas will be reor-
ganised and the footpaths 
will be widened.
Coinciding with this the 
bespoke lighting in the 
Market Place area will also 
be completed.
The works will be carried out 
by Durham County Council 
highways staff and will be 
overseen by the council’s 
regeneration team.

Funding to boost town

(C188 NORTH BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND)
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)

ORDER 2012
The Council intend in not less than 7 days from the date 
of this notice to make an Order under the provisions of 
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffi c Regulation Act, 1984, 
as amended, the effect of which is to enable pavement 
modifi cation works to be undertaken safely on the northern 
side of North Bondgate and as such vehicular traffi c will be 
prohibited from driving eastbound along a 60m length of 
North Bondgate that extends eastwards from York House 
Children’s Day Nursery, Bishop Auckland. 
The maximum duration of the temporary closure under 
the Order is 18 months commencing from 30 January 2012 
and is anticipated to be required for 3 weeks. However, for 
operational reasons, on rare occasions, the prohibition 
may be necessary on dates other than those set out 
above and where this occurs, the prohibitions will be 
signed accordingly.
An alternative route will be available to vehicular traffi c 
from the western side of the prohibition from Newton Cap 
Roundabout southerly along A689 to the Princes Street 
Roundabout then easterly to the Kingsway traffi c signal 
junction then northerly along C130 Kingsway turning left 
into Castle Chare and Market Place to the eastern side of 
the prohibition.
Dated: 6 January 2012

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham, DH1 5UL

The Weardale Railway 
launched a community 
service between Stanhope 
and Bishop Auckland in May 
2010 but unfortunately the 
service ran its last train last 
week-end due to a poor take 
up of passengers.
Over the last 19 months very 
few people have used the 
train for commuting to work 
or even for pleasure. 
It has therefore been 
decided to expand and 

improve the heritage 
railway services, catering 
specifically for the leisure 
and heritage market, 
utilising both steam and 
diesel vintage locomotives. 
It is planned to make a series 
of improvements including 
a new platform at Bishop 
Auckland and improve 
access to connecting 
trains. There will be a new 
track loop and upgrades to 
Stanhope Station.

A Class 141 locomotive on the Weardale Railway

End of the line

Open Day Event
Sat 21st January
1pm till 4pm

Call: 0191 375 4710
 

  
www.facebook/EDCollege | www.eastdurham.ac.uk

 

We are the region’s leading provider of full 
and part-time land based courses.

We provide training and education for 
all abilities, from students aiming to go 
to university to learners with learning 
diffi culties and disabilities. We are also 
home to County Durham’s new Autism 
Spectrum Condition support unit. 

providideerr o oofff fufufufullllllll 
oursrsesess.

Houghall 

is located on 

the A177 near 

Shincliffe

DH1 3SG

  Agriculture
  Animal Care
  Arboriculture and Forestry
  Environmental Management
  Equestrianism
  Floristry
  Horticulture and Gardening

Bishop Auckland town 
centre is set for more 
regeneration money
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Our caring staff are here to listen and
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

- Funeral Pre-payment Plans 
- Memorial masonry 
- Floral Tributes

Shildon Elm Cottage, Church Street 
01388 774 853

142978_Were_in_the_News_60x70.indd   1 09/07/2010   12:13

Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

Lee Irwin produced 218 
cannabis plants with a so-
phisticated growth in the 
Body Shop premises he 
rented in Barnard Castle. 
The drugs had a potential 
street value yield of £3,600.

The 36 year old, of Jubilee 
Street, Toronto, pleaded 
guilty at Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court and the 
case was committed to 
Durham Crown Court for 
sentencing on 1st February.

Commercial cannabis 
charge

David James William 
Instone appeared at 
Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court to face seven 
charges of theft totalling 
almost £30,000 and asked 
for twenty other similar 
matters to be taken into 
account. The 30 year old, 

from Crook, who managed 
accounts of residents 
in the Deaconstar Care 
Home in Bishop Auckland, 
was released on uncon-
ditional bail to appear at 
Durham Crown Court on 1st 
February. 

Care home thefts

A high street shop in 
Bishop Auckland, which 
suffered a significant roof 
collapse in the autumn, is 
to be demolished in the 
New Year.
Mothercare on Newgate 
Street has been closed 
since the incident in 
September and Durham 
County Council has 
been on site to prevent 
further collapse and 
protect the public. Now 
the council, which owns 
the building, will start 
a staged and controlled 

Next steps in shop demolition

complete demolition of 
the premises in January, 
subject to the completion 
of legal formalities.
Stuart Timmiss, head of 
planning and assets at 
Durham County Council, 
said: “We have worked 
with local businesses and 
listened to their concerns 
and as a result we are 
waiting until after the 
busy festive period to 
start this work.
“A great deal of prepara-
tion has taken place on 
site to make sure that 

the building’s demolition 
can be carried out in a 
controlled way.
“This is important for a 
number of reasons. Firstly 
we want to protect the 
public from any falling 
debris and secondly it’s 
crucial that we establish 
the cause of the initial 
collapse.
“We can only do this 
by taking the damaged 
building apart carefully 
and experts from a 
number of parties will 
be on site to oversee this 
work.
“I very much hope that, 
once this task is complete, 
we will be far better 
placed to judge why the 
roof caved in the way it 
did.”
Structural engineers have 
been appointed to assess 
the debris and will be 
on-site throughout the 
demolition process in 
order to establish the 
cause of the original 
collapse.
Once the demolition is 
complete neighbour-
ing shops WH Smith 
and Phones 4 U will 
be able to reopen, 
subject to the required 
surveys. The council is 
continuing to work with 
these businesses in the 
meantime.

Keeping  you  cozy

CENTRAL  HEATING  SYSTEMS  AND 
RENEWABLE  SOURCES

BATHROOM 3D DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE

SERVICE,  REPAIRS,  LEAKS

ALL  PLUMBING  AND  GAS  JOBS

24HR  CALLOUT  365  DAYS

LOCAL  TRADESMEN  LOCAL  COMPANY

FREE  ADVICE  AND  QUOTATIONS

OFFICE 01388 815506
MOB 07999818091

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears is happening at the 
Town Hall from Thursday 
12th till Saturday 14th 
January at 7.30pm with 
a matinee performance 
on Saturday 14th at 2pm. 

This is a traditional family 
pantomime with a circus 
theme. There will be lots of 
fun, laughter and some fun 
booing! Tickets are £7 each 
and are available on the 
door or from 01388 665177.

Goldilocks at the 
Town Hall

Tina Whittaker from the 
Adult Learning & Skills 
Service in Bishop Auckland 
is holding two open days. 
The first is at Woodhouse 
Close Library on Monday 
9th January 2012 from 
1pm till 5pm.
The second is at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall on 
Tuesday 10th January 
2012 from 10am till 3pm. 
They will be holding 

Adult learning courses
enrolment days in January 
for adult learning courses 
in the South area of Co. 
Durham. 
Tina said “Please come 
along and meet our 
staff to find out what 
training opportunities 
are available and discuss 
training needs. 
If the above dates are 
not suitable but if you 
are interested in learning 

please contact her on 
03000 263875 (Office) or 
0758 460 6451.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Bishop Press is 
delivered to around
9,000 homes
Leaflets distributed 
priced by size & weight

(01388) 775 896
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Kar Kraft

 8 Chester Street - Bishop Auckland
01388 606 600

•	FREE WINTER HEALTH CHECK 
   on production of this advert
•	Servicing & repairs to all cars 

and vans. Timing belts fitted to 
petrol and diesels.

•	Welding & repairs to M.O.T. standard
•	Bodywork repairs to insurance standard
•	Free Estimates

Modern Touch
Cleaning Service
Domestic & Commercial

Landlord & Office cleaning
No job too small

Call Jonathan on
01388 662947

www.mtcleaning.co.uk

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

House To Let
2 bedroomed house in the

Outskirts of Bishop Auckland
Double glazing, coal fired 

central heating
£95 per week

£350 bond.
Tel: 01388 606600

Mob: 07818 602243

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning- Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenence, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150

OR: 07552752169

Gavin Hall, of Arthur 
Terrace, Bishop Auckland, 
is alleged to have entered 
as a trespasser the premises 
of his grandmother’s friend 
Doreen Ashcroft in Price 
Avenue, Bishop Auckland, 
on 18th September last 
year. There, the 20 year old 
is further alleged to have 

stolen cigarettes. Matters 
are to be tried on the same 
indictment at Durham 
Crown Court on 12th 
January and the defendant 
was released on conditional 
bail by the District Judge 
at Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court.

Matters to Crown 
Court

House To Let
Spacious 4 bed detached

house in Toft Hill
Lounge, dining, fully fitted 
kitchen, dbl glazing, GCH, 

gardens front & rear, dbl garage
£600 pcm from April

Refs req, no smokers or pets
Tel: 07790 923760

The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) has commenced an 
independent investigation 
into firearms licensing 
matters after four bodies 
were found inside a house 
in Horden on New Year’s 
Day.
The family of three women 
shot dead at a house near 
Peterlee by a man who 
then killed himself have 
been left “devastated” by 
the “tragic events”.
Michael Atherton, 42, 
shot his partner Susan 
McGoldrick, 47, her sister 
Alison Turnbull, 44, and 
her niece Tanya Turnbull, 
24, in three different 

Crackdown on firearm licensing 
following deaths

rooms inside their Horden 
home.
IPCC Commissioner 
Nicholas Long said: “At this 
tragic time our thoughts 
and sympathies are with 
the families and friends of 
those who died in Horden 
on Sunday evening.
Police confirmed that the 
murder weapon was a 
shotgun that was legally 
registered to Mr Atherton 
under his shotgun certifi-
cate.
They confirmed the force 
had confiscated his guns 
following an incident in 
2008 but they were later 
returned.
“We have launched an 

independent investiga-
tion and are committed 
to fully examining the 
issues around the granting 
of Mr Atherton’s firearms 
licence and subsequent 
renewals. 
The bodies of three 
women and one man were 
found inside the property.
There has been a rise 
in shooting incidents 
recently and the IPCC have 
promised a crackdown 
on how firearm licenses 
are granted, promising 
tougher guidelines for 
license approval and 
renewal. The inquest 
opens this Thursday 5th 
January.

After the Christmas break 
the libraries are now 
back in action. W.o.W. 
(Woodhouse on Wednes-
day’s), talk and activities 
sessions recommence on 
Wednesday 11th January 
from 1pm till 2.30pm. The 
first session is card making 
with Isabel Hamilton. 
Advance booking is 
advisable on 01388 604612.
On Wednesday 18th 
January there is an illus-
trated travelogue talk by 
John Bennington.
Also on Wednesday 11th 
January Woodhouse Close 
library have a Bowel Cancer 
Awareness session from 
10am till 11.30am.
At the Town Hall library 
‘Story Time starts again 
from 10th January from 
10.30am till 11.30am 
during term time. Why 
not take your child along 

and become a member of 
the under 5’s Story Time 
Club? Have fun, make 
friends, collect stars and 
certificates with crafts and 
stories. The cost is only £1.
Also starting again at 
the Town Hall library on 
Thursday 12th January 
from 5pm till 6pm and 
alternate Thursdays  is the 
Book Buddies, which is a 
reading group aimed at 
children aged 8+ years.
Reading champion Sharon 
Carrick will inspire children 
to have fun with quizzes, 
library activities, reading, 
creative writing and of 
course books. They have 
their own ‘Library Shelf’ 
and special visitors, parties 
and special events. Why 
not come along and join in 
the fun?.  This event is free. 
For more information call 
01388 602610.

Events at Bishop 
libraries

This  week  in  History

January 1934

“Flash Gordon” comic strip by 
Alex Raymond debuts

8 January 1979

512 die as oil tanker 
Bantry Bay blows up

9 January 1718
France declares war on 
Spain

January 1839

Tea from India arrives on 
English shores for the first 
time

11 January 1693

Mt Etna erupts in Sicily

12 January 1816

France decrees Bonaparte family 
excluded from the country 
forever

7

10

Police non-emergency number dial
101

Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
hold regular events which 
readers may be interested 
in attending.
Tea Dance – Weekly – 
Tuesdays from 1.30pm till 
3.30pm, cost £2.
Evergreens Over 50’s Club 
– Weekly – Wednesdays 
from 10.30am till 12noon 
during term time. Annual 
membership costs £25 or 
£2 per session.
Wear Valley Writers Group – 
Weekly – Wednesdays from 
7pm till 9.30pm during 
term time. Admission is 
free.

Regular events at the Town Hall
Family & Local History 
Research – Last Thursday  
of every month from 
10am till 12noon and 2pm 
till 4pm. Free to drop-in, 
next event Thursday 26th 
January.
Knit & Natter – First 
Saturday each month 10am 
till 12noon. Free admission.
Laurel & Hardy Appre-
ciation Society – First 
Tuesday of every month 
from 7.30pm. Annual 
membership just £5. Their 
next meeting is on Tuesday 
7th February.
Print Workshops – Second 

Thursday of each month 
from 10.15am till 12.15pm 
and 1.30pm till 3.30pm.
Reading Group – First 
Thursday each month from 
10am till 12noon.
Film Club – Join the Film 
Club for special offers. 
Watch two films and watch 
a third for free.
Pick up a membership card 
on your next visit.
For further information 
about any of the events or 
to purchase tickets please 
call in or ring the Town 
Hall Box Office on 01388 
602610.
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taylorwimpey.co.uk

D E
A L

Amazing
A quality 
home with 
an affordable 
price tag.

The Denham

Great homes

Call in 
today to 
find out 
more!

3 & 4 
bedroom 
detached 
homes 
available 
from only

£129,995

Part Exchange Available!

HIGHLEA GARDENS 
Auckland Park, Bishop Auckland, 

Durham, DL14 8BD

0845 672 4044Sales information centre and showhomes open 
Monday, Thursday & Friday 10am-5pm and 
weekends 10am-5.30pm

*These offers are plot specific, see Sales Executive for details. 
Price correct at time of press. Images for guidance.
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DO YOU HAVE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Waiting list to see the C.A.B. is up to 3 weeks!
Would you like debt advice within 48 hours?
Call Action for Debt in confidence

01388 608955
“If we can’t help, no one can”

We offer more options than anyone else 
So you can choose what’s best for you

www.actionfordebt.com

Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler Installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

Advertise in 
The Press
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

New disabled badge charges

The cost of Blue Badges 
for disabled people in Co. 
Durham will rise from £2 
to £10 after the Durham 
County Council recom-
mended the maximum 
increase possible.
There are about 
2.5m disabled people 

nationwide who have Blue 
Badges, including about 
35,000 in Co. Durham, but 
it is estimated that up to 
500,000 badges are used 
incorrectly.
To address the problem, 
the government is setting 
up the Blue Badge Im-

provement Service to 
produce and distribute all 
badges from 1st January 
2012, when the new 
charges become effective.
They are introducing a 
new design and badge that 
will be more secure.
Cllr. Morris Nicholls, 
D.C.C. cabinet member for 
adult services said “The 
government is introduc-
ing a major programme of 
reforms to the Blue Badge 
scheme in order to bring 
about improvements and 
more effectively address 
abuse and fraud, which 
results in an estimated 
£46m in lost parking 
revenue for councils each 
year. The implementation 
of these reforms will mean 
extra costs to the council 
unless we increase the 
fee we charge for a Blue 
Badge.”

Residents in County 
Durham are being urged 
to make recycling one of 
their new year’s resolu-
tions.
Durham County Council is 
encouraging people to do 
their bit to help improve 
the local environment 
by helping to reduce the 
amount of waste going to 
landfill.
And as an extra incentive 
people are being offered 
the chance to win up to 
£250 worth of prizes every 
month through the North 
East Recycling Rewards 
Scheme.
People taking part will 
be given stickers to put 
on glass jars and aerosols 
before they put them in 
their kerbside recycling 
collection.
Each month a stickered 
item will be selected and 
the winning resident will 
receive a prize.
Victoria Burrell, waste 
strategy team manager at 
Durham County Council, 

Make recycling your resolution
said: “We’re calling on 
people to make recycling 
one of their new year’s 
resolutions.
“Residents in County 
Durham already recycle 
around 40 per cent of their 
household waste and even 
small changes can make 
a big improvement to the 
local environment.
“The North East Recycling 
Rewards Scheme is a 
fantastic way to offer an 
extra incentive to recycle 
and it’s open to everyone 
living in County Durham.”
The launch of the scheme 
follows the successful One 
More Thing campaign, 
which ran from September 
until December 2011. The 
scheme saw more than 
200 residents recycling 
additional items to the 
ones they usually put in 
their kerbside bin, with 
16 of those taking part 
receiving prizes for their 
efforts.
Paula added: “We’d like 
to say a huge thank you 

to those people who took 
part in the One More 
Thing campaign and we’re 
hoping they’ll continue 
their recycling efforts in 
2012.”
The North East Recycling 
Rewards Scheme runs 
until the end of July 2012 
and is being organised 
by Waste Aware North 
East, along with Durham 
County Council and four 
other councils in the North 
East, and funded by the 
Government and recycling 
firm Valpak.
To register for the North 
East Recycling Rewards 
Scheme and receive a 
sticker pack, residents in 
County Durham can visit 
www.recycle-more.co.uk/
NERewards or call 0844 
844 4546.
For further information on 
recycling please contact 
Durham County Council’s 
Strategic Waste team on 
0191 383 5674 or visit 
w w w.dur ham.gov.uk/
recycling.

Bishop Auckland Choral 
Society start practicing for 
their spring concert on
Tuesday 17 January at 7pm 
at the Town Hall, Bishop 
Auckland.

Anyone who would like to 
join them would be very 
welcome.
Just come along or ring 
Sophie on 01388 834359 for 
more information.

Choir begin training

Don’t just throw your 
Christmas cards out this 
New Year. All of your old 

cards can be recycled at 
Morrison’s stores until the 
end of January.

Recycle your 
Christmas cards

‘Transformations’ is 
an exhibition of pencil 
drawings, oil and water-
colour paintings by Karola 
McGrah exploring the 
relentless desire to achieve 
a glamorous and perfect 
appearance in our modern 
society. The exhibition is 
from Monday 9th January till 

Saturday 28th January.
The exhibition will be on 
show at the McGuinness 
Gallery in Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall. It’s opening 
times are Monday – Friday 
from 10am till 4pm and Sat 
urdays from 9am till 4pm. 
Admission is free.

Artist Karola McGrah will display a collection of her 
artwork at Bishop Auckland Town Hall

Transformations at 
Town Hall
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Free courses for customers

Bishop Auckland company 
Dale & Valley Homes is 
giving its customers the 
chance to study free of 
charge.
The company, which 
manages council homes 
in the Wear Valley area, 
is offering courses in 

everything from running a 
committee to computing 
and GCSE maths and 
English.
Sam Brennand, customer 
involvement team leader, 
said: “These courses are 
for all our customers who 
want to be involved with 
the company.
“We have many ways that 
customers can be involved 
and help us develop better 
services from joining the 
board to filling in surveys.
“Many people would like 
to do more but feel they 
don’t have the skills so we 
have put together a whole 
range of courses to help 
them, and we can offer 
these free of charge to 

involved customers.
“As well as helping us with 
consultation the courses 
will give people valuable 
skills and experience 
they could use in other 
areas of their lives, such 
as applying for jobs or 
running voluntary organi-
sations.
“The courses were 
advertised in our customer 
newsletter at the end 
of last year and we are 
waiting to see how popular 
they are.”
Customers of Dale & Valley 
Homes can find out more 
about the courses by 
contacting the customer 
involvement team on 0800 
0830 333.

CMF
Coulthards Motor Factors

Bishop Auckland Tyres ‘n’ Tests Ltd
Class 4, 5 & 7 MOT Test available While-u-Wait

All Makes of Tyres for Vans & Cars Supplied
9 Chester St, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LP

01388 604485
Coulthards Motor Factors

For All Your Car & Commercial Spares
23 Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF

01388 661482
sales@cmf-ltd.com     www.cmf-ltd.com

Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, 
small enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

Council tenants face 
sub-let crackdown
New government proposals 
could see wealthy tenants 
forced to pay the market 
rate for living in their 
council homes.
Government officials 
estimated there were up 
to 6,000 people in social 
housing who had incomes 
of more than £100,000 last 
year.
Also there are around 
160,000 tenants who 
move out of their homes 
and then take rent from 
someone else, thereby 
pocketing hundreds of 
pounds per week at the 
taxpayers expense.
Housing Minister Grant 
Shapps said it was a 
‘scandal’ which was 
costing taxpayers up to 
£10bn a year. He said 
why should someone on 
a six-figure income enjoy 

a fantastically subsidised 
council rent, whilst those 
in real need languish on 
the waiting list?
Around 1.8 million families 
are on council house 
waiting lists in England 
and Wales with around 8 
million people living in 4 
million council or housing 
association homes.
Ministers are committed 
to tackle tenancy fraud, 
which costs this country 
billions of pounds and 
means people who could 
otherwise be housed are 
losing out.
In addition to a national 
crackdown, which has 
been backed with £19m 
government cash, there 
will be published shortly 
proposals for consultation 
ahead of new legislation to 
criminalise tenancy fraud.

Upcoming events at 
the Town Hall
On  Wednesday 18th 
January from 8pm Benny 
Graham and Chuck 
Fleming present an 
evening of folk songs 
celebrating North East 
music and culture. They 
are ably supported by 
Bert Draycott. Tickets are 
priced at £6 .
Hilarity Bites presents 
Comedy Club on Friday 
20th January  at 7.30pm 
featuring Michael 
Redmond, Jessica 
Fostekew and MC Ray 
Bradshaw.  Tickets are 
priced £8 in advance or 
£10 on the door.
Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society are holding a talk 
called Snooping on Shops 
on Tuesday 24th January 
at 7.30pm. Julian Harrop, 
Assistant Registrar at 
Beamish Museum will be 

talking about the photo-
graphic archive of images 
of the local area. Tickets 
are £2 or free to society 
members.
There is a Science 
Brainwave event on 
Friday 26th January 
at 6pm and again at 
7.30pm. The events are 
fun community science 
shows and activities, led 
by NETPark, Co. Durham’s 
very own Science Park 
near Sedgefield. 
They help people of 
all ages get stuck into 
science, and this winter 
they are coming to Bishop. 
This event is free, but 
please reserve tickets.
For more information or 
to book a ticket on any 
of the above events call 
the Town Hall on 01388 
602610.

The Ever Greens is a group 
of people who are 50+ 
who meet on Wednesdays 
from 10.30am till 12 noon 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall. Their new programme 
of events is now available.
On Wednesday 11th 
January they have a winter 
theme and will include a 
winter quiz with trip pho-

Are you an Ever Green?
tographs on display. Also 
Divisional Librarian Geoff 
Pratt will talk about his 
visions for the Town Hall. 
On Wednesday 18th 
January there will be a 
talk by Ann Hunt from 
the Empire Theatre 
Sunderland, where 
Tommy Steele and Helen 
Mirren both made their 

stage débuts, along with 
the Beatles who also 
performed there.
New members are always 
very welcome, and if 
anyone would like to 
come along as a visitor 
for a £2 taster session, 
please contact Anita Berry 
or Linda Tobin on 01388 
602610.

FLAT TO LET 
SPACIOUS 5 BEDROOM 

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
TOWN CENTRE 

Rent on Application 
Self Contained 

Immediate Occupation 
Competitive Rent 

Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                  07793708266 

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments’ Guild
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays 8.30am - 11.30am

70lt Mother Earth multi-purpose compost 
3 for £10.50 (Our best seller)
75 lt Levington M3 MPC £6

80 lt Bulrush Prof MPL £4.75
100 lt Baled Peat £6

4 lt Pre-Packed Paraffin £4.55
4x4 lt Pre-Packed Paraffin £18 box

Yeoman Hand Forks £1.50 each
10 lt Maxicrop £30 each

Police are appealing for 
information regarding an 
incident where a teenager 
was approached by a man 
when she was walking 
home late this Christmas.
The 17 year old was 
walking along the path 
between the allotments 
at the top of Woodhouse 
Close Estate and St. 
John’s School at 1.30am 
in the early hours of 

Boxing Day.
She saw a man in a green 
wax jacket who was 
walking a whippet type 
dog. When she passed 
him he turned and ran up 
behind her and grabbed 
her arm. She managed to 
free herself and run away.
Police would urgently 
like to speak to anyone 
who may have witnessed 
this event or saw a man 

Appeal after girl grabbed
matching the description.
Anyone with any informa-
tion is asked to call the 
Bishop Auckland serious 
crime team on the new 
101 number, or contact 
Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555 111.
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Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 07748 044808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Tel no: 0777 1878 340

B’Auckland
New 2 Bed 

Cottages / Flats completed 
to a high standard

Furnished or unfurnished 
DG, & CH

Private parking available

Or 0777 5848 973

An outstanding Catholic 
school and sixth form 
college has become the 
first for the Newcastle 
and Hexham Diocese in 
Durham to convert to an 
academy.
St John’s in Bishop 
Auckland, which has 
1,400 students, aims to 
continue its work as a 
National Support School, 
sharing its best practice 
in teaching and learning, 
behaviour and leadership 
across the region.
Now known as St John’s 
School and Sixth Form 
College, a Catholic 
Academy, it has also 
played a role in laying new 
ground for the transfer of 
land from local authority 
ownership when schools 
convert.
Elaine McLaine, a solicitor 
with regional firm BHP 
Law who specialises in 
academy conversions, 
explained: “Land owned 
by the local authority, 
which has buildings on 
it for voluntary aided 
schools for sport, has to 
transfer to the academy 
trust as part of the 
conversion process. 
“The seamless way in 

St. John’s to become Academy

Frank O’Neill (left) and Gerard Moran with Sarah Monk, of Avec (left), and Elaine McLaine, 
from BHP Law, outside the newly converted St John’s School and Sixth Form College, 
a Catholic Academy

which we were able to 
negotiate this with the 
local authority has shown 
the Secretary of State that 
they do not need to give 
consent in such cases. In 
this sense, St John’s has 
provided a model for the 
Department for Education 
for future conversions.”
Gerard Moran, executive 
principal at St John’s 
and a National Leader of 
Education, said greater 
freedoms over the 
curriculum and resources 
would allow the academy 
to continue providing the 
best education for young 
people.
He explained: “Our aim 
was to go through the 
conversion process making 
the most important 
decisions for the future 
but also continuing as 
an outstanding, outward 
looking school.
“The professional 
advisors we employed, 
BHP Law and Avec, have 
been superb. We were 
attracted to the fact that 
we would get people who 
not only had experience 

of working with schools 
but would also support us 
by working in partnership 
with the school and its 
governors.
“We work to the principle 
of employing local firms 
when we can so we 
were delighted to find 
local partners who had 
the competencies we 
needed.” 
Principal Frank O’Neill 
added: “The governors 
took a very careful 
approach to the process 
with a view to account-
ability and enhancing 
our ability to participate 
in the partnerships we 
already have.
“We look forward to 
continue working collabo-
ratively with our partners. 
It’s a very exciting devel-
opment for us and for the 
other schools in the area 
that we support.”
St John’s was built in 
1967 and extended in 
the 1970s, including the 
addition of a swimming 
pool. It underwent a £9m 
refurbishment between 
2003-05.

Youngsters enjoying 
scouting
Youngsters at 2nd Bishop 
Auckland Scout Group kept 
their Leaders busy during 
December and are looking 
forward to a great 2012.
The younger members, the 
Beaver Scouts, enjoyed a 
visit to the pantomime to 
see Jack and the Beanstalk 
and they put on their 
own puppet production 
of A Christmas Carol for 
parents, which was, by all 
accounts, very entertain-
ing.
“We’ve got a new 
Leadership Team for the 
Beaver Scouts and they 
are bringing fresh ideas 
to build up the long term 
success we already have” 
said Ian Johnson who is 
acting as Group Scout 
Leader for the organisation 
that has been a part of the 
local community for over 
sixty years.
The Cub Scouts (aged 8 to 
10½) are looking forward 

to an overnight activity 
including a visit to a plan-
etarium, whilst the Scout 
Troop has a two-night 
activity including a night on 
the shores of Windermere 
after a bowling activity 
closer to home.
All three Sections are 
looking forward to 
preparing for a Model 
Exhibition in January and 
undertaking activities to 
celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee.
“It’s certainly keeping our 
Leaders busy but they took 
a break over Christmas – 
it’s the least our adults 
deserve” said Mr Johnson.
More information on the 
Scout Movement including 
opportunities for young 
people and adults alike can 
be obtained locally from 
Ian Johnson on 0845 0944 
084 or from bishopauck-
land@durhamscouts.org.
uk.

How to contact us:
By email:
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
By post or in person:
Bishop Press, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Woodhouse Close Library / Town Hall Library
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available online at www.bishoppress.com
The Bishop Press is delivered free of charge to homes and  busi-
nesses in Bishop Auckland, Tindale and Toronto and has sister 
papers in Ferryhill & Chilton and Shildon.

            Bishop press
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Advertise in

The Bishop Press
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Building & Home Maintenance Services
Garage Conversions - Loft Conversions
House Builds - Extensions - New Builds
Renovations - Brickwork & Blockwork

All Aspects of Building Work
Call Now for a 

FREE No Obligation Quote
07584 289 382
01388 604 517

There is a new Print 
Workshop starting on the 
second Thursday of each 
month at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall from 10.15am 
till 12.15pm and 1.30pm 
till 3.30pm. “Come along 
and try something new” 
said a spokesperson.
You will produce your 

own handmade intaglio 
prints, using a variety of 
techniques. Beginners 
and budding artists of all 
abilities are welcome. 
The cost is £6 per 
session which must be 
pre-booked. Call 01388 
602610 to secure your 
place.

An example of the type of work you could create at the 
print workshop

Print workshop at the 
Town Hall

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
FOOtBALL CLUB

UPCOmINg FIxtUreS
Saturday 14th January
Away v Bedlington Terriers

Saturday 21st January
Home v Norton & Stockton Ancients

Saturday 28th January
Home v Billingham Town

Saturday 4th February
Away v Jarrow Roofing

Juniors set for superb night

Bishop Auckland St. Mary’s 
Juniors Football Club are 
set to enjoy an excellent 
evening of entertain-
ment at their upcoming 
Sportman’s Dinner.
They have secured former 
Welsh international John 
Hartson, and John Stiles 
(son of World Cup winner 
Nobby) to speak at their 
sportsman’s night at the 
end of January.
John Hartson (born 5 April 
1975) is a Welsh former 
international footballer 
who played as a striker, 
best known for his spells 
with West Ham and Celtic. 
Hartson also featured 

prominently for Wales, 
earning 51 caps until his 
international retirement 
in 2006. He retired from 
professional football 
after being released by 
West Bromwich Albion in 
January 2008, ending a
career also spent at 
Luton Town, Arsenal, 
Wimbledon, Coventry City 
and Norwich City. He has 
since been seen on our 
television screens as a 
football pundit.

John Stiles was born in 
Manchester in 1964. John 
Stiles spent 5 years as a 
professional footballer 
with Leeds United. John, 
however will always be 
known as a son of Nobby. 
His father of course is 
1966 World Cup Winning 
hero and former Man Utd 

legend Nobby Stiles.
Once his football career 
was over, finishing with 
Doncaster Rovers John 
then moved into the 
football agency industry, 
including working for 
the same Management 
Company that looked
after the Spice Girls.
John then progressed 
onto the ‘After Dinner’ 
Speaker circuit and can 
also compere and (MC) 
Master of Ceremonies 
which then developed into 
him turning to the world of 
comedy where he has now 
established himself as one 
of the most popular acts 
on the circuit.
The Sportman’s Dinner 
will be held on Friday 27th 
January 2012 at Cockton 
Hill W.M.C. 
Kick Off will be at 7.30pm 
and admission is priced at 
£20.00 Per Ticket (tables 
of 10 preferred) which 
includes a pie and peas 
supper. To book your place 
contact Steve Coulthard on 
07968 426817 or Graham 
Sheldon on 07976 607430. 
Further information is 
available online at www.
basmj.com.

Friday 27th January 2012 - Cockton Hill W.M.C.
7.30pm Kick Off

£20.00 Per Ticket (Table 10 Preferred)
inc Pie and Peas Supper
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John Hartson (born 5 April 1975) is a Welsh former international footballer who played as a 
striker, best known for his spells with West Ham and Celtic. Hartson also featured prominently 
for Wales, earning 51 caps until his international retirement in 2006. He retired from 
professional football after being released by West Bromwich Albion in January 2008, ending a 
career also spent at Luton Town, Arsenal, Wimbledon, Coventry City and Norwich City.

Hartson turned professional in 1992 and made his first team debut as a substitute in a 1–0 
League Cup defeat to Cambridge United on 24 August 1993.[4] In January 1995 he joined 
Arsenal for £2.5 million, a British record fee for a teenage player at the time.[5] He was one of 
George Graham's last signings before his sacking in February 1995, along with Chris Kiwomya. 
He made his Arsenal debut on 14 January 1995 and was a regular in his first season, the 
highlight of which was scoring Arsenal's 75th minute equaliser in the 1995 UEFA Cup Winners' 
Cup Final against Real Zaragoza; however a last-minute goal from 40 yards by Nayim over 
David Seaman meant Arsenal lost the game 2–1. He was strike-partner to Ian Wright, being 
favoured ahead of Kevin Campbell by filling the gap left by the injured Alan Smith, who retired 
at the end of the season.

With the signing of Dennis Bergkamp, who was preferred up front to partner Ian Wright, 
Hartson featured less under Graham's successors Bruce Rioch and Arsène Wenger. With 
Wenger angling for the signing of Nicolas Anelka in early 1997, he made it clear Hartson was 
surplus to requirements and in February 1997 he was sold to West Ham United for £3.2 million. 
At the time, he was the most expensive player to be signed by West Ham. It had initially been 
reported that the deal was worth £5million.

In total he had played 70 times (15 as substitute) for Arsenal, scoring 17 goals

John Stiles was born in Manchester in 1964. John Stiles spent 5 years as a professional 
footballer with Leeds United. John, however will always be known as a son of Nobby. His father 
of course is 1966 World Cup Winning hero and former Man Utd legend Nobby Stiles.

Once his football career was over, finishing with Doncaster Rovers John then moved into the 
football agency industry, including working for the same Management Company that looked 
after the SPICE GIRLS.

John then progressed onto the 'After Dinner' Speaker circuit and can also compere and (MC) 
Master of Ceremonies which then developed into him turning to the world of comedy where he 
has now established himself as one of the most popular acts on the circuit. John also prides 
himself on the fact that his act is very original and funny with a great emphasis on voices and 
impressions which sets him apart. He is also proud to say that he can cater for mixed and men-
only audiences.

John is a superb reliable and funny act, not to be missed !!!

Friday 27th January 2012 - Cockton Hill W.M.C.
7.30pm Kick Off

£20.00 Per Ticket (Table 10 Preferred)
inc Pie and Peas Supper
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striker, best known for his spells with West Ham and Celtic. Hartson also featured prominently 
for Wales, earning 51 caps until his international retirement in 2006. He retired from 
professional football after being released by West Bromwich Albion in January 2008, ending a 
career also spent at Luton Town, Arsenal, Wimbledon, Coventry City and Norwich City.

Hartson turned professional in 1992 and made his first team debut as a substitute in a 1–0 
League Cup defeat to Cambridge United on 24 August 1993.[4] In January 1995 he joined 
Arsenal for £2.5 million, a British record fee for a teenage player at the time.[5] He was one of 
George Graham's last signings before his sacking in February 1995, along with Chris Kiwomya. 
He made his Arsenal debut on 14 January 1995 and was a regular in his first season, the 
highlight of which was scoring Arsenal's 75th minute equaliser in the 1995 UEFA Cup Winners' 
Cup Final against Real Zaragoza; however a last-minute goal from 40 yards by Nayim over 
David Seaman meant Arsenal lost the game 2–1. He was strike-partner to Ian Wright, being 
favoured ahead of Kevin Campbell by filling the gap left by the injured Alan Smith, who retired 
at the end of the season.

With the signing of Dennis Bergkamp, who was preferred up front to partner Ian Wright, 
Hartson featured less under Graham's successors Bruce Rioch and Arsène Wenger. With 
Wenger angling for the signing of Nicolas Anelka in early 1997, he made it clear Hartson was 
surplus to requirements and in February 1997 he was sold to West Ham United for £3.2 million. 
At the time, he was the most expensive player to be signed by West Ham. It had initially been 
reported that the deal was worth £5million.

In total he had played 70 times (15 as substitute) for Arsenal, scoring 17 goals

John Stiles was born in Manchester in 1964. John Stiles spent 5 years as a professional 
footballer with Leeds United. John, however will always be known as a son of Nobby. His father 
of course is 1966 World Cup Winning hero and former Man Utd legend Nobby Stiles.

Once his football career was over, finishing with Doncaster Rovers John then moved into the 
football agency industry, including working for the same Management Company that looked 
after the SPICE GIRLS.

John then progressed onto the 'After Dinner' Speaker circuit and can also compere and (MC) 
Master of Ceremonies which then developed into him turning to the world of comedy where he 
has now established himself as one of the most popular acts on the circuit. John also prides 
himself on the fact that his act is very original and funny with a great emphasis on voices and 
impressions which sets him apart. He is also proud to say that he can cater for mixed and men-
only audiences.

John is a superb reliable and funny act, not to be missed !!!

Above: John Hartson
Below right: John Stiles

Are you involved with a local sports club or team?
Tell us about it - we want to hear from you!

bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk

The Two Blues don’t have 
a game this Saturday 7th 
January but there is still 
football at Heritage Park, 
as Bishop Auckland Schools 
FA take on Newcastle SFA in 
a the ESFA Under 15’s Inter 
Association Trophy. The 
kick off is 12noon.
Second half season tickets 
are available for the last 

9 league games. They are 
priced at £32.50 for adults 
and £20 for concessions. A 
child’s ticket is just £12.50. 
Under 5’s are admitted 
for free. Joint tickets for 
one adult and one U16 
are priced at £40. These 
combined tickets offer 
great prices representing a 
significant saving.

Bishop Auckland FC

To Let
2-3-4 Bed properties in 

West Auckland

First Month’s 
Rent FREE

Please call Stuart on

07961 779 785
07853 039 060

 TO LET  
RETAIL UNITS 

NEWGATE STREET 
312 sq ft 
500 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competative Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

TO LET  
Storage/Workshop 

also possibly suitable for 
car repairs 

NEWGATE STREET 
2000 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competitive Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 


