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GARNETTS
Book one of our upcoming day breaks
Travel with GARNETTS for miles of smiles

Saturday 3rd December
lincoln christmas market

Adult: £16.50 Child £15.50

Sunday 4th December
christmas mystery tour

Adult: £9.50 Child £8.50

Call us now on (01388) 604419
Visit our booking agents: Bondgate Newsagents, 45 Fore Bondgate. (01388) 602186

www.garnettscoaches.com

Saturday 3rd December
leeds shopper

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Thursday 8th December
late niGht metro shopper

Adult: £8 Child £7

BONDGATE HAND CAR WASH 
VALETING & CAR  SALES

51 mG rover 75 2.5 Zt in bright red. 84k miles, full sport pack, alloys: £1295
01 Vauxhall Vectra est 2.2 ls grey met, Dec test, private plate on car: £1295
05/54 Ford transit sWB Van in white, one owner: £1995
92/J peugeot 205 1.6 Gti in gleaming white, original Gti, 79k miles, 
12months mot: £1995
01/51 BmW 520 se super tourer auto 88k t/t in blue met: £2695
07/57 nissan navara aventura dci auto, pick-up, 50k, full test, 6 months 
tax, leather, dVd player & lots more: £9995 + VAT
04/54 Ford mondeo 2.0 lX tdci in silver. mot, t & t. £1995
01/y For mondeo 2.0 td Ghia, 5dr in red. mot, t & t £1495
01 X renault megane 2.0 coupe in grey met. t & t  £1295
04.04 citreon Berlingo m+space 1.9.d Forte in red  £1995

07906 785 235 
for details and bookings

57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme

Don’t let the weather beat you!
NOW IN STOCK 

Snow shovels, sledges, ice scrapes & ice breakers

Secretary of State to decide 
shops’ fate

The derelict Focus site at St. Helen Auckland has become 
a problem for local police

After the Planning 
Committee at Durham 
County Council approved 
plans for an out of town 
shopping precint at St. 
Helen Auckland earlier 
this month, campaign-
ers have written to the 
Secretary of State to air 
their objections.
Plans were passed for the 
derelict former Focus site 
to be transformed into a 
new shopping unit, with 

six large retail outlets to 
be built on the unused 
land. But campaigners 
say that it will adversely 
affect Bishop Auckland 
town centre, worrying it 
may not survive if plans go 
ahead.
Christine Atkinson, 
a resident of Bishop 
Auckland said, “The town 
centre needs sorting out 
first before we get an out 
of town site. 

“We have empty premises 
here, so why not fill these? 
People working in the 
town centre are worried 
about their futures.”
Claire Thomson, 
proprietor of Cameo Fine 
Art in the town centre 
said, “I am annoyed 
because the town is 
empty. We desperately 
need shops and if we have 
an out of town shopping 
area, people are obviously 
going to go there because 
it is more accessible.
“I run an independent 
business and the future 
is bleak. We need other 
shops around us to attract 
people in.”
Owner of the Newgate 
Centre, Ravenhill Estates 
has announced plans for 
an extension. Also the 
empty plot at the old bus 
depot on North Bondgate 
has been earmarked by 
its owner Gentoo as a 
potential site for six new 
shops, and early concept 
plans have been drawn 
up. 
However many people 
believe that there are 
not enough people living 
in and around our area 
to support developments 
at all of the aforemen-
tioned sites. Supporters 
of the St. Helen Auckland 
site say that having more 
shops based around the 
derelict site and recent 
new development there 
would encourage more 
people to visit the area, 
including Bishop Auckland 
town centre.
Councillor Rob York 
informed planning officers 
earlier this year that a 
company was interested 
in opening a cinema. He 
spoke after the recent 
events, saying “I am not 
worried about this, it is 
all part of the process. 
We have received a lot 
of support for the plans. 
There is no reason why 
we cannot develop both 
the Focus DIY site and the 
town centre.”

Dec ember trips...

The Four Clocks Centre in 
Bishop Auckland is selling 
a lovely range of Christmas 
Cards, with 75p in every £1 
going to charity. Sales will 
benefit Action for Children, 
Cancer Research, MacMillan 
Cancer Support, Multiple 

Sclerosis, Parkinsons, Royal 
National Lifeboat Institute, 
Bernardos, NSPCC, 
Diabetes, British Heart 
Foundation and many 
others. Help support these 
worthy charities when you 
buy your Christmas cards.

Charity Christmas 
cards

All adverts and submissions 
for the Bishop Press must 
be submitted by Tuesday 
20th December at 12 noon. 

The Christmas edition 
of the Bishop Press will 
be out on Thursday 22nd 
December.

Christmas deadlines

Job  opportunity  at 
Bishop Press
The Bishop Press is looking 
to hire a part-time employee 
in the near future. 
Applicants must have 
excellent literary skills and 
possess a strong under-
standing of word processing, 
desktop publishing, 
photoshop and other media 

software. 
Please send your CV along 
with a covering letter to 
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk or 
write to The Bishop Press, 
Town Council Offices, Civic 
Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 
1AH. 
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

People across the region 
are being urged to show 
some festive spirit by giving 
blood this December. As 
the Christmas holidays 
approach and many people 
are busy preparing for the 
festive break by shopping 
and celebrating with family 
and friends, it’s easy to 
forget that appointment in 
the diary to donate blood. 
NHS Blood and Transplant 
(NHSBT) is asking people 
to think of hospital 
patients who rely on 
vital blood transfusions 
during December – those 
receiving life-saving 
cancer treatments, surgery 
and emergency care which 
continues in hospitals 
every day of the year. 
In addition to the 

Christmas  message  to  blood 
donors

challenges that Christmas 
can bring, if last year’s 
wintry weather repeats 
itself, blood donations 
could fall by as much 
as 20% over the festive 
season. 
Darren Bowen NHSBT’s Lead 
Donor Relations Manager 
for the National Blood 
Service, said, “The arctic 
conditions across the local 
area last winter presented 
severe challenges for the 
blood supply, yet blood 
donors made heroic efforts 
to reach donation sessions. 
We are now calling on our 
regular donors to show 
warm hearts by helping 
to save lives and making 
a date to donate this 
Christmas.”
Those wanting to show 

some festive spirit by 
rolling up their sleeves can 
do, at their local blood 
session.
Anyone aged between 
17-65, weighing more than 
50 kg (7 stone 12lbs) and in 
general good health could 
potentially start saving 
lives by becoming a blood 
donor. There is no upper 
age limit for donors who 
have donated in the last 
two years.
A session will be held at 
Bishop Auckland Rugby 
Club on Tuesday 20th 
December, from 2.30pm 
to 3.45pm, and again from 
4.30pm to 7pm.
For more information or 
to book an appointment, 
call 0300 123 23 23 or visit 
www.blood.co.uk.

Reports of bogus callers 
trying to trick residents of 
Wear Valley out of their 
money have led to reassur-
ances from housing workers 
in the area.
Staff from Dale & Valley 
Homes, which manages 
council homes in the area, 
have reassured residents 
that they will always carry 
identification and will 
usually have an appoint-
ment when they call.
Kath Wright, neighbour-
hoods manager for the 
company, said: “We are 
very concerned that people 
do not fall for thieves and 
conmen who come to their 
door.
“Legitimate callers, such as 
housing officers and people 
contracted by us to carry 
out work, will always carry 

identification and will not 
mind if you phone to check 
who they are before you let 
them in.
“It is very important that 
you do not let people into 
your home if you do not 
know who they are.
“Simple precautions such 
as locking your doors 
and not leaving valuables 
in sight can also help 
safeguard your property.”
Mrs Wright added: “We 
work closely with the 
police and other agencies 
to keep our tenants and 
other residents as safe as 
possible.
“If anyone sees anything 
suspicious they should 
report it as soon as possible 
so we can stop these people 
preying on the elderly and 
vulnerable.”

Bogus caller warning

The Red Alligator
(01388) 605644
Auckland Road, South Church,
Bishop Auckland

Christmas Fayre
Starts 30th November, from £11.95

Lunchtime Specials, 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evening Specials, 5.30pm - 9pm

Monday to Saturday
Sunday Carvery, 12 noon - 2.30pm 

Takeaways available
Come and enjoy a warm & friendly atmosphere in 

The Red Alligator Village Inn

Are you interested in hor-
ticulture, and at the same 
time would like to gain an 
NVQ and Diploma whilst 
carrying out practical 
gardening tasks?
Then get yourself along 
to the Woodhouse Close 
Allotments on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays or Fridays.
There is no charge to join 
and the hours are flexible. 
All you need to be is 19+ 
and unemployed.
There is no pressure from 

the organisers, so why not 
drop in to the 4 Clocks in 
Newgate Street Bishop 
Auckland and talk to Nigel. 
Alternately, give him a call 
on 01388 609852 for more 
information.
The Venture Out Project 
are seeking Volunteer 
Workers, keen to work with 
challenging young people. 
If you are interested 
give Nigel a call on 01388 
609852.

Cultivate 4 Life
The Mothercare store 
in Newgate Street, 
Bishop Auckland where 
a wall collapsed on 15th 
September  is to be 
completely demolished. 
Just before 2pm staff 
heard cracking noises, 
which brought down three 
floors in the store.
Durham County Council, 
the building’s landlord, 
placed an exclusion zone 
around the shop, leading 
to the closure of other 
nearby businesses.
An investigation by the 
Council on Wednesday 

Shop to be demolished
23rd November ruled the 
building will have to be 
demolished  in the New 
Year, with the exclusion 
zone remaining in place 
until the work has been 
completed.
Most of the nearby shops 
have now reopened with 
the exception of WH Smith 
and Phones 4 U which will 
remain closed until the 
area is declared safe.
Nearby in West Auckland 
the Otter Hotel on 
Bildershaw Bank, West 
Auckland, which was 
destroyed by a dubious fire 

in August 2009 is going up 
for auction next month.
The 1.2 acre site will go 
under the hammer on 
Thursday December 8th, 
with a guide price of more 
than £100,000.
The building is now 
boarded up and has been 
subject to vandalism over 
the last two years.
It was formerly known as 
The Wheatside, and years 
ago was owned by Bert 
& Jean Walton. Bert also 
owned the nearby Royal 
Oak Petrol Station.

Bishop Auckland Choral 
Society & St. John’s 
Secondary School Choir are 
presenting ‘A Christmas 
Concert’ on Saturday 
10th December at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall at 
7.30pm. 
Tickets are £7 and £5 for 
concessions and £3 for 
children, are available from 
Jennifer on 01388 747621 or 

Sophie on 01388 834359 or 
you can pay at the door.
George Etherington and 
guest vocal group Bon 
Achord will be presenting 
a Christmas Lunchtime 
Concert on Friday 2nd 
December from 1pm with 
a seasonal programme. 
Tickets are £3 and are 
available on 01388 602610 
or pay at the door.

Christmas concerts

The Lantern Parade & 
Christmas Tree Switch On 
ceremony at Bishop’s Park 
Entrance, Market Place, 
Bishop Auckland will be 
carried out on Thursday 

Lights switch on
1st December at 4.15pm 
by the Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Councillor John 
Lethbridge, with children 
from local schools singing 
Christmas carols together. 

There will also be various 
forms of entertainment 
followed by refreshments 
at the Town Hall when 
the Mayor will present 
prizes to the winners of 
the Children’s Christmas 
Painting Competition.
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Kar Kraft

 8 Chester Street - Bishop Auckland
01388 606 600

•	FREE WINTER HEALTH CHECK 
   on production of this advert
•	Servicing & repairs to all cars 

and vans. Timing belts fitted to 
petrol and diesels.

•	Welding & repairs to M.O.T. standard
•	Bodywork repairs to insurance standard
•	Free Estimates

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Our caring staff are here to listen and
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

- Funeral Pre-payment Plans 
- Memorial masonry 
- Floral Tributes

Shildon Elm Cottage, Church Street 
01388 774 853

142978_Were_in_the_News_60x70.indd   1 09/07/2010   12:13

Ferryhill Dean House, Parker Terrace

01740  651 329

Students  raise  money  working 
at  the  car  wash

Left to right; Vicky Parker (Crook), Jessica Avison (Shildon), Leanne Daniels (Ferry-
hill), Lyndsay Birkett (Newton Aycliffe), Michaela Spencer (Newton Aycliffe), Rebecca 
Hawthorne (Hunwick), Lauren Hutchinson (Crook), Kathryn Coatsworth (tutor), Rebecca 
Doran (Middleton-in-Teesdale), Jordan Carter (Fishburn).

You might not ever get 
rich according to the 
song, but students from 
Bishop Auckland College 
have raised over £250 for 
Children in Need working 
at the car wash – and the 
money is still coming in. 
Girls from the Level 3 
Childcare course joined 
forces with Technology 
and Motor Vehicle students 
and staff to raise cash 
for the BBC charity with 

numerous money making 
enterprises.
They included the charity 
car wash, 'name the teddy' 
raffle, badge making, 
cooking biscuits and the 
production of coasters and 
toys.
Students involved 
attended the Children 
In Need regional event 
broadcast nationally from 
Beamish Museum last 
Friday night to pledge 

their support and hand 
over the proceeds.
Childcare tutor Kathryn 
Coatsworth said, “I 
am really proud of the 
students’ efforts and 
energy to support this 
important event. They 
really have pulled out all 
the stops by organising and 
planning all of the money 
raising activities meticu-
lously and very profession-
ally weeks in advance.”

An exhibition of Edwardian 
photographs by William 
Dent from Bishop Auckland, 
with Great War images by 
his sons is on display in 
The Gallery in the Town 
Hall from Saturday 12th 

November till Saturday 
3rd December. There will 
be a Family History Day 
on Saturday 3rd December 
from 1pm till 3pm with 
a question and answer 
session from 1pm.

Timeslides of war
Young people from Bishop 
Barrington School, along 
with the Eddy Project and 
PC128 Marshall from Bishop 
Auckland Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, are holding 
an event for elderly people 
explaining the dangers and 
how to prevent doorstep 
crime. The event will be 
held at Bishop Barrington 

Prevent doorstep crime
School on Tuesday 13th 
December from 9.45am.
Refreshments will be 
served on arrival and the 
presentation promises to 
be informative whilst still 
being fun to be a part of. 
Young people will act out 
role plays and a range of 
free activities will take 
place on the day to raise 

awareness, which include 
Wii games, bingo and a 
quiz. Christmas dinner will 
also be served.
If you would like to attend 
please contact 01388 
603307 to reserve your 
place. “We hope to see 
you on the day for a full, 
fun, interactive day!” said 
a spokesperson.

St. Andrew’s Church in 
South Church, Bishop 
Auckland are holding 
a ‘Music & Mince Pies’ 
evening on Friday 2nd 
December 2011 at 7.30pm 
with a concert by The 
Andreas Ensemble, who are 
a friendly and enthusiastic 
chamber choir, specialising 
in cathedral-style music, 
drawing singers with a 
real love of church music. 

Tickets are £10 each which 
includes a glass of wine and 
mince pies in the interval. 
They are available by 
sending a s.a.e. to 11 Dene 
Hall Drive, Bishop Auckland 
DL14 6UF. Cheques should 
be made payable to St. 
Andrew’s PCC. Tickets are 
also available at Cameo 
Fine Art, 93 Newgate 
Street, Bishop Auckland or 
you can pay at the door.

Music & mince pies

The next Police and 
Community Together 
meetings for our area are: 
Henknowle, Cockton Hill, 
South Church on Wednesday 
14th December at 6pm at 
Henknowle Community 
Centre. The meeting for 
Woodhouse Close, Etherley 
Dene is on Wednesday 7th 
December at 6.30pm at 
Woodhouse Close Church. 
Three more PACT meetings 
are also on Wednesday 
7th December. The Town 

Centre and Toronto is at 
6.30pm at Wetherspoons 
in the Market Place. West 
Auckland, St. Helens & 
Tindale Crescent is at 
7pm at Tesco, St. Helens 
and Toft Hill, Witton 
Park, Escomb, Etherley & 
Hamsterley is at 6.30pm 
at Toft Hill Community 
Centre. The Dene Valley 
PACT is Wednesday 30th 
November at 6pm at the 
One Stop Shop, Eldon Lane.

PACT meetings

St. Anne’s Church in the 
Market Place, Bishop 
Auckland have mince pies 
and hot drinks available on 
Friday 2nd December from 
10am till 12 noon. 
The proceeds from the 
event will go to the Wear 
Valley Christian Aid Appeal. 
There is a special arrange-

ment with the European 
Commission who will 300% 
match fund. So every 
£100 the church raise will 
become £400. “Please 
come along for a hot drink 
and a natter, everyone is 
more than welcome” said a 
spokesperson.

Christian Aid appeal
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Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

DO YOU HAVE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Waiting list to see the C.A.B. is up to 3 weeks!
Would you like debt advice within 48 hours?
Call Action for Debt in confidence

01388 608955
“If we can’t help, no one can”

We offer more options than anyone else 
So you can choose what’s best for you

www.actionfordebt.com

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

www.digidavy.co.uk

0800-594-4494
01325-307075

Go To Website & Look Before
You End Up Getting A Cheap 

Job Done Cheap!

Digi-Upgrades From - £35

Aerials & Satellites
  DAVE NAYLOR

Dave Direct
07538224084

Bob Watson 
Builders Ltd

All types of building works, 
ground works, alterations 
& repairs undertaken at 

competitive prices

40 Years Experience

Tel: 01740 655559
Or Richie on 

07966250055

Royal  seal  of  approval

Rob Richardson meeting the Duke of Edinburgh at the Gold Awards ceremony at St 
James’ Palace in London. Picture courtesy of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

A new partnership between 
employers and Bishop 
Auckland College which 
will give young people 
invaluable work experience 
opportunities has been 
given the Royal seal of 
approval.
The Durhamgate Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award 
programme, set to start 
next month, is open to 
anyone aged 14 to 24 from 
South West Durham.
It is being led by Carillion 
Developments and 
Arlington Real Estate, the 
developers of Durhamgate
on the former Black and 
Decker site in Spennymoor, 
and administered by the 
college.
Other businesses involved 
in the £50,000 project 
include Thorn Lighting 
in Spennymoor, Livin 
(formerly Sedgefield 
Borough Homes), building 
services firm NG Bailey and 
Spennymoor Area Action 
Partnership.

Public sector support 
comes from Durham County 
Council, with MPs Roberta 
Blackman-Woods,
Helen Goodman and Phil 
Wilson also behind the 
programme.
Rob Richardson, Head of 
Business Development at 
Bishop Auckland College, 
was invited as a VIP
guest to the latest Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Gold Award 
ceremony at St James’ 
Palace in London.
He said: “The Duke asked 
me if I had personally 
completed a Duke of Ed-
inburgh’s Award, and I had 
to confess I hadn’t. But I 
think I redeemed myself 
when I told him about the 
new Durhamgate Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award 
programme – he sounded 
genuinely impressed with 
the partnership with, and 
commitment from, the 
business community.”
The programme is being 
run by volunteers from 

the college staff and 
employers, and the aim is 
to have 60 young people 
complete their Bronze and 
Silver Awards over the next 
year, with Gold Awards to
follow in year two.
Rob added: “There has 
been a lot of interest 
from young people both 
in the college and from 
non-students. We would 
urge anyone aged 14 to 24 
who want to improve their 
skills, self confidence and 
career prospects to join 
the programme.”
Durhamgate D of E will run 
from both the Woodhouse 
Lane (Bishop Auckland) 
and Spennymoor campuses 
and eventually on the 
Durhamgate Development 
in Spennymoor.
The first cohorts are set 
to start in December 
and anyone interested in 
joining should email DofE@
bacoll.ac.uk

Following a theft of lead from 
the roof of St. Anne’s Church 
in Bishop Auckland Market 
place, rainwater ingress has 
caused upwards of £7,000 
damage to the fine church 
organ, a good example of the 
work of Durham-based organ 
builder Harrison & Harrison, 
dating from around the 1880’s.
To help raise funds for the 
organ repair at St. Anne’s, 
the Bishop Auckland-based 
chamber choir, the Andreas 
Ensemble, will present a 
concert of seasonal music, 
“Music and Mince Pies” in St. 
Andrew’s, South Church on 
Friday 2nd December at 7.30 
pm.
The programme will include 
Messe de minuit by Char-

pentier, a jolly rustic setting 
based on French carols, a set 
of Northumbrian folksongs, 
music for 2 flutes and harp-
sichord, as well as choruses 
from Christmas Oratorio 
and Messiah and a variety of 
beautiful choir carol arrange-
ments.
Tickets £10 include a glass of 
wine and mince pies in the 
Interval, so that you can enjoy 
a chat with friends and make 
an evening of it. The church 
will be well heated for you!
To reserve your ticket contact 
Brian Varley, Tel 01388 606075 
br ianvarley@orpheusmail.
co.uk or get them from Cameo 
Fine Art, 93 Newgate Street, 
Bishop Auckland or at the 
door. 

Concert  for organ

Tel no: 0777 1878 340

B’Auckland
New 2 Bed 

Cottages / Flats completed 
to a high standard

Furnished or unfurnished 
DG, & CH

Private parking available

Or 0777 5848 973

Prof ess ion al Dog  
Walk ing   

a n d  
T r a i n i n g  S e r v i c e s  

F u l l y  I n s u r e d  

Contact Les 

Mobile - 07545769912 

DOG DAYS 

Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society are holding the 
Annual Charity Town Quiz on 
Wednesday 7th December at 
7pm with a 7.30pm prompt 
start in the Eden Theatre in 
the Town Hall.
Tickets are £10 per team 
(maximum of 6 players) with 
entry forms available until 
Wednesday 1st December 
from the Town Hall.
The Society’s aims are to 
promote civic interest and 

co-operation, and to raise 
funds for a nominated 
charity in the course of 
an enjoyable, social and 
intellectually challenging 
evening. 
This year all monies raised 
during the evening will be 
donated to Durham Deafened 
Support, an  organisation 
launched earlier in the year 
at the Four Clocks Centre.
For more on the quiz details 
telephone 01388 602610.

Town Quiz 2011

Charity evening
The Belvedere Club are 
hosting a Charity Evening in 
support of  Macmillan Cancer 
Support on Saturday 17th 
December. Entertainment will 
be provided throughout the 
night by Downtown Roadshow 
with a surprise singer. There 
will also be a raffle, tombola, 
buffet and a special Guess the 

Name of the Top Dog competi-
tion. It all starts at 7pm and 
tickets can be purchased at £2 
each by contacting Christine 
on 07813664537, Craig on 
07960505061 or Michael on 
07794763009, after 5pm. “You 
will need to buy the tickets 
soon as they are going fast” 
said a spokesperson.
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24 Church 
Street, ShildonSIMPSONS

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

we also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES
ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY 

REPLACEMENT
Telephone (01388) 777709

E + E  CORN
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, 01388 603333

Now in stock
Holly Wreaths

for all occasions
From only £5

Bishop’s  very  own  calendar  girl
Every year, the manufac-
turers of “Quorn”, publish 
a calendar. This year’s 
calendar features school 
chefs who have used the 
food and they have printed 
the recipes along with the 
details of the school. 
Helen Nicholson, chef 
manager at Bishop 
Barrington School, has 
been selected to appear 
on this year’s edition with 
her recipe for vegetable 
moussaka, photograph and  
school information.
Helen has been at Bishop 
Barrington for two and a 
half years but has worked 
in the education sector 
for over twenty years. The 
catering team cook for over 
600 students every day and 
in addition to lunch they 
provide mid morning food at 
break times and a breakfast 
service for both staff and 
students.
Helen is very clear that 
catering for large numbers 
demands that food should 
be on offer for all types of 
diets and there is always a 
range of vegetarian options 
available every week. 
Helen said, “Both staff and 
students enjoy vegetarian 
dishes that we produce 

and it is very satisfying to 
see that my recipe has now 
become nationally available. 

They seem to really like 
the subtle, spicy, peppery 
flavour from the paprika.”  

A fundraising day which 
took place at Sainsburys at 
St Helen Auckland on 27th 
November to celebrate 
the stores 1st birthday, 
raised £689 for Butterwick 
Hospice.
The day involved a bake 
sale, book sale, raffle of 
a ‘pamper hamper’, kids 
lucky dip and bag packing 
which was run by Hospice 
volunteers and staff from 
Sainsburys. 
Nicky Dixon, PR 
Ambassador from the store 
said, “We want to give back 
to the community that has 
supported us so well during 
our first year and our 

customers have been so 
generous”
The store has been 
open for one year and is 
currently raising money for 
Butterwick Hospice through 
a number of in-store initia-
tives and activities. There 
will be further fundraising 
taking place on the 16th, 
17th and 18th December, 
with a Christmas choir, bag 
packing, raffle and book 
sales.
Photo: Lindsey Brown 
(fundraiser), Nicky 
Dixon (Sainsburys PR 
Ambassador) and Julie 
Nisbet (fundraiser).

An  evening  of 
comedy

CALL PAUL ATKINSON DIRECT ON 07784023362
Free Estimates & Advice

Over 10 Years Experience - All Works Guaranteed

Lincoln’s 
Free Range Eggs

Poplar House Farm Escomb
Tel: 01388 451230

We will deliver direct to your 
door from our farm. Quality, 
FRESH, Free range eggs.

To order, telephone the number above...

Far cheaper than shops & 
supermarkets

 TO LET  
RETAIL UNITS 

NEWGATE STREET 
312 sq ft 
500 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competative Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

TO LET  
Storage/Workshop 

also possibly suitable for 
car repairs 

NEWGATE STREET 
2000 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competitive Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

 TO LET  
RETAIL UNITS 

NEWGATE STREET 
312 sq ft 
500 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competative Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

TO LET  
Storage/Workshop 

also possibly suitable for 
car repairs 

NEWGATE STREET 
2000 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competitive Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

Shildon Locksmiths
u.p.v.c. door repairs

no fix, no fee
lock changes

Tel: 07748 044808

Helen Nicholson strikes a pose for the calendar

Lindsey, Nicky and Julie snapped raising money 
for Butterwick

The Co-operative Funer-
alcare will be holding 
their annual Christmas 
Memorial Service on 
Tuesday December 6th  at 
Woodhouse Close Church 
in Bishop Auckland at 7pm 
and would like to warmly 
invite family and friends 
of those who have passed 

away recently or over 
the years to an evening 
of carols, readings and 
prayers in remembrance 
of loved ones and to place 
a written tribute on the 
Christmas tree in church. 
Refreshments will be 
available after the service. 
Also each of Funeralcare’s 

Christmas Memorial Service
local offices will, from 
December 1st, have a 
Memorial Tree on display 
for Christmas.  
Please feel free to call in 
at Bishop Auckland office 
to leave a card on the tree 
in memory of friends or 
relatives.
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Home Care Workers 
£6.45 per hour & 25p mileage allowance 

To provide care & support to people in their own homes. 

Posts are available in Shildon, Bishop Auckland, 
West Auckland, Cockfield, Evenwood, Copley, Coundon, 

Eldon, St Helens Auckland and surrounding villages.

All rotas include daytime, evenings & alternate weekends.  

Experience desirable although full training will be provided. 

Car owner / driver essential. 

For further information please contact 
Debbie, Sally or Lee on 01740 658873 

The above posts are subject to a CRB disclosure 

Due to being a contracted provider of home care 
for Durham County Council our service has expanded and  

we are happy to announce the above vacancies 

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning- Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenence, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150

OR: 07552752169

Premier
Community Care Ltd.
‘Helping you at home, whatever your needs’

As one of the leading providers of Domiciliary 
Care in the County, we are looking to recruit for 

the following positions;

Team Leaders, Peripatetics 
and Care Workers

To provide Homecare in your area

We have a range of Full Time and Part 
Time positions available with flexible 

working patterns.
Full training is provided.

For more information please contact Kelly 
Washington on Tel: 01388 458991
info@premiercommunitycare.co.uk

Learning Concepts, based in 
the Four Clocks, are offering 
free, basic computer 
courses at the Four Clocks 
in Bishop Auckland.  
The course offered by 
Learning Concepts covers 
things like how to use the 
internet, email, effective 
job searching and how to 
build your own CV as well as 
how to shop safely online, 
which is very relevant at 
the moment with all the 
Christmas shopping that 
needs to be done!
They are open every week 
day between 9am and 5pm 
and you can drop in at any 
time to enrol.  It only takes 
a short time to complete 
the computer course and 
you will receive a certifi-

cate and free gift at the end 
of it.  
After you have mastered 
the internet you may be 
interested in an ITQ course 
which will show you how to 
word process, how to input 
formulas on a spread sheet 
and produce a presenta-
tion.  These skills come in 
handy when looking for 
work or to enhance your 
career prospects.
Heather is always on hand to 
give you any help you might 
need and get the most wary 
of beginners up and running 
on the computer. 
So why not pop in to the 
Four Clocks and speak to 
Heather or give her a call 
on 01388 665301.

Arson  attack  on  Probation 
Office
Local man Dean Williams 
of Pasture Row in Eldon 
appeared at Durham Crown 
Court this week charged 
with arson. The 20 year 
old was sentenced to four 
years in a young offenders 
institute for the attack, 
which caused an estimated 
£70,000 of damage to 
Probation Offices on 
Kensington Terrace in 
Bishop Auckland.
The court heard that on 
Guy Fawkes Night he filled 
a petrol can, scaled the 
exterior wall and broke into 
the rear of the premises 
and emptied the petrol 
all around the premises. 
He ignited the fuel with 
his lighter before fleeing 
on foot – so hastily that 
he badly injured his ankle, 
leaving him on crutches for 
some time afterwards.
He was arrested after it 
became common knowledge 
of what had happened, and 
made full admissions in 
police interviews. He said 

that he had been drinking 
up to 12 cans of lager 
throughout the course of 
the day and had attended 
a bonfire. Williams had told 
police that he had lost his 
driving license and “felt he 
had lost everything” after a 
local probation worker had 
him “grassed up.”
In prosecution Mrs 
Jennifer Haigh said, “He 
personally blamed a man 
at the probation office for 
‘grassing him up’ to police 
and said he had made his 
mind up to go there to burn 
it out.
“He bought the can at a 
petrol station for £5 on the 
way and said his intention 
was to burn it out on the 
ground floor, where he 
knew that particular man 
worked, as he visits the 
office on a weekly basis. 
He said that he was not 
thinking straight and knew 
he did not have any real 
excuse for what happened.”
Williams also has 12 other 

convictions for 23 offences, 
and indeed was serving 
a 12 week suspended jail 
sentence at the time of his 
arson attack. This sentence 
was for burglary of an office 
in Newcastle.
In mitigation David Lamb 
told the court that Williams 
had admitted arson, 
knowing the building was 
unoccupied at the time. He 
said that despite his record, 
Williams had never gone to 
jail.
As Judge Guy Whitburn 
imposed the four year 
sentence he said, “You 
were extremely cross with 
Bishop Auckland Probation 
Service and laid your plans, 
putting petrol where it 
could do most damage. You 
thought what you did was 
proportionate because you 
had a grudge against the 
staff.
“It caused £70,000 worth 
of damage and very con-
siderable disruption to the 
Probation Service.”

Free IT courses

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

How to contact us:
By email:
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
By post or in person:
Bishop Press, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Woodhouse Close Library / Town Hall Library
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available bishoppress.com
The Bishop Press is delivered free of charge to homes and  busi-
nesses in Bishop Auckland, Tindale and Toronto and has sister 
papers in Ferryhill & Chilton and Shildon.

            Bishop press
  The

Tools taken  from care  home
Police are investigating 
after a shed in the grounds 
of a care home was broken 
into.
It is believed the burglary 
at Barrington Lodge Care 
Home in Berkshire Place, 
Bishop Auckland, took 
place at about 7.30am on 
Sunday 13th November.
Four petrol-driven items of 
garden equipment, a red 

Mountfield lawnmower, 
a yellow strimmer, a red 
strimmer and a red hedge 
trimmer were stolen.
PC Michael Banks said, 
“Obviously this equipment 
is used to look after the 
gardens at the care home 
so that the vulnerable 
elderly residents who 
live their can gain some 
pleasure form their sur-

roundings. This incident is 
not only going to affect the 
home financially but will 
also make the residents 
feel more vulnerable.”
Two men were seen 
running from the scene, 
one of whom was wearing 
a red hoody.
Anyone with information 
about the burglary or 
the whereabouts of the 
equipment should contact 
PC Michael Banks at Bishop 
Auckland on 0345 60 60 365 
or Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555 111.
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Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, 
small enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler Installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

FILMAR Photography
Affordable Photographic Services

Weddings & Civil Partnerships
Christenings & Family Portraits

Teams & Squad Shoots
Old Photo Restoration

Product Portfolios
Memory Books

See our services and low prices at

www.filmar.co.uk
Tel: 01388 602479

Email:phil@filmar.co.uk

‘pop man’
Quality soft drinks 

in glass bottles 
delivered to your door
Choice of 20 Flavours

Only 65p per bottle

07525 264861
Call Kevin on

Est 10 years

Police  clothing  stolen  from 
marked  vehicle
Police are appealing for 
information after items of 
police clothing were stolen 
from a marked vehicle.
The theft happened late 
on Monday night, 21st 
November, while the 
female officer concerned 
was attending an incident 
in Hereford Street, in the 
Leeholme area of Bishop 
Auckland. 
Along with other officers 
she had been sent to the 
area after reports that a 
man with mental health 
problems was threatening 
to harm himself.
The incident was quickly 
resolved and the man was 
safely detained and taken 
by ambulance to West Park 

Hospital in Darlington.
The officer had to leave 
her car in Hereford Street 
in order to accompany him 
to hospital and when she 
returned she discovered 
her Vauxhall Astra car had 
been broken into.
The vehicle's Garmin 
satnav system had been 
stolen. along with her 
police-issue high visibility 
jacket and her police 
officer's hat.
Anybody who may have 
been offered any of these 
items for sale is urged to 
contact the police on 0345 
60 60 365 or Crimestop-
pers, 0800 555111. If any of 
the above items are found 
they must be returned to a 

police station.
Members of the public 
are also urged to report 
anybody seen wearing 
these items of police 
uniform if they have any 
doubts at all regarding the 
wearer's identity.
If in doubt, they should 
ask the wearer to produce 
their warrant card to 
confirm their identifica-
tion. 

Enchanted  Christmas  Winter 
Wonderland
Join in the truly memorable 
adventure at the Enchanted 
Christmas Winter 
Wonderland that your child 
will never forget. Journey 
with your children through 
the Garden of Winter 
Wonder, The Gingerbread 
Kitchen, Mrs Claus Sitting 
Room, Busy Elves Workshop 
and meet Santa in his 

Grotto.
Activities include treasure 
hunt, craft activities, 
lollipop game and tombola. 
Families will also get the 
chance to browse the 
Christmas gift stalls, buy 
from the bake sale, or eat 
in the Gingerbread Kitchen. 
Children are encouraged to 
dress up, but isn’t essential. 

House To Let
2 bedroomed house in the

Outskirts of Bishop Auckland
Double glazing, coal fired 

central heating
£95 per week

£350 bond.
Tel: 01388 606600

Mob: 07818 602243

The Winter Wonderland 
event takes place at 
Butterwick Hospice on 
Saturday, 10th December 
from 12 noon. Price is £5 
per child and £2 per adult, 
under 1’s free. For more 
information, contact Julie 
Nisbet on 01388 603003 
or email julienisbet@
butterwick.org.uk 

The U18 Kings had a great 7-1 
win in the County Cup against 
Durham Soccarena with goals 
from Lewis Garnett 3, Marcus 
Pinder, Scott Winterburn and 
Patrick Stephenson 2.
The U16’s won 3-1 in the 
league against Nunthorpe 
with goals from Jack Taylor, 
Max Litt and Nathan Carr.
The U15’s drew 3-3 against 
Cleveland Juniors, staging 
a great comeback from 3-0 
down, with goals from Matty 
Price, Alex McGrath and Ryan 
Matthews.
The U14 Aces lost 5-1 against 
Whinney Banks with Matthew 
Raisbeck scoring and Jacob 
Collins MOM.
The U13 Aces lost 7-1 against 
Washington Utd. in the county 
cup.
The U13 Kings also lost in the 
county cup against Sunderland 
Wearmouth but only in a very 
close game by 3-2 with goals 
from Thomas Wilkinson and 
Sam Parnaby after good work 
from Harry Coulthard and 
Gareth McMahon MOM.
The U12’s lost 5-1 against 
Stockton Town with Bailey 
Prudhoe scoring and Matthew 
Oldfield MOM.
The U11,s drew 3-3 in their 
best performance of the 
season against Stockton Town 
with goals from Carl Stout 2 
and Peter Gillis.
The U10 Aces lost 6-2 against 
Leven with goals from Aaron 
Willoughby and Matty Moffatt. 
The friendly was a 2-2 draw 
with goals from Wissem 
Azzouzi and Luke Penberthy 
with Oscar Eckley MOM.
The U 10 Kings drew 0-0 in 
a very close game against 
Norton & Stockton with Chris 
Quigley outstanding. The 
friendly was a 4-1 win with 
goals from Hamish Wigley-
Smith, Curtis Curl, Oliver 

St. Mary’s Juniors
Lamb and Jim Dixon.
The U9’s won 1-0 away at 
Stockton Town Blues with a 
goal from Regan Nixon.
The U8 Aces won 7-1 against 
Billingham Town with goals 
from Jack Dobson 3, Blake 
Winter, Robson Clarey, Kyle 
Blacklock and MOM Luke 
Brownless. The friendly was 
a 5-0 win with goals from 
Robson Clarey 2, Blake Winter 
2, and Kyle Blacklock with 
Piotr Banda MOM.
The U8 Kings won 5-0 against 
Golden Flats with goals from 
MOM Sonny Richardson 3 and 
Danny Grainger. They lost the 
friendly with Harry Mounsey 
scoring and Danny Grainger 
MOM.
The U 7 Aces had a terrific 
8-0 win over Ferryhill Town 
with goals from Danny Shaw 
4, Luke Pinkney 2, Robbie 
Wilkinson and Finley Stevens. 
The friendly was a 5-0 win 
with goals from Cole Layfield 
2, Jack Dixon and Finlay 
Stevens.
The U 7 Kings had a good 
1-0 win away at Darlington 
21st Allstars with Bailey 
Wainwright scoring. The 
friendly was a 4-0 win 
with goals from Tommy 
Hawkes, Lennon Seymour, 
Joseph Johnson and Bailey 
Wainwright.
The U10 Aces are looking 
for any defenders who are 
interested in coming along 
for trials please contact Dave 
Willoughby on 07969040852.
The club is supporting a Man. 
Utd, sportsnight on Friday 
2nd December with Wilf 
McGuiness (ex manager) and 
Alex Stepney (ex goalkeeper) 
at B.A. Golf Club please 
contact www.basmj.com for 
tickets and up to date results 
and reports.

For Sale
Two Carpets

8 metres x 7 metres. Cream & 
biege, never been used. Cost 

£1250, will accept £250.
Ring: 07584827401
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

CMF
Coulthards Motor Factors

Bishop Auckland Tyres ‘n’ Tests Ltd
Class 4, 5 & 7 MOT Test available While-u-Wait

All Makes of Tyres for Vans & Cars Supplied
9 Chester St, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LP

01388 604485
Coulthards Motor Factors

For All Your Car & Commercial Spares
23 Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF

01388 661482
sales@cmf-ltd.com     www.cmf-ltd.com

Houses To Rent

01325 48 48 46

From £70 p.w.

Contact us on

Also, houses 
bought for cash

FREE  TRIAL  DRIVING  LESSON
With Local Driving Instructor

Stephen Dunn
Discounts on First Five Lessons
Discounts for Block Bookings
Intensive & Semi-Intensive Courses

Gift Vouchers Available

Tel:    01388  604  628
Mob:   07976  363 776

Email: sdunn@uwclub.net Web:www.ba-dia.co.uk/stephendunn

St. Mary’s Under 11 Angels 
are looking for girls in Year 
6 aged 10 and 11 to come 
along and have some fun 
and a game of football on 
a Thursday evening at St. 
John’s School Sports Hall. 
Training is from 6pm till 
7pm on a Thursday night 
and the team plays in the 

Russell Foster League on a 
Saturday, and is currently 
doing very well.
If you are interested in 
joining please come along 
to the session or contact 
team secretary Jan on 
07801 839835 or coach Paul 
on 07783 644075. All staff 
are CRB checked.

Girl footballers 
wanted

BISHOP AFC
UPCOmIng FIxtUreS

Saturday 26th November
Home v Whitley Bay

Saturday 3rd December
Away v Guisborough Town

Saturday 10th December
Home v Tow Law Town

Saturday 17th December
Away v Spennymoor Town

Monday 26th December
Away v Newton Aycliffe

1st XV notch derby win

Bishop’s first XI take the game to local rivals Barnard Castle

Bishop were at home for 
the first derby of the 
season against local rivals 
Barnard Castle. With Bishop 
winning their last four 
games confidence was high 
and the team was looking 
for their fifth straight win.
In the opening minutes 
Bishop were rocked right 
back on their heels when 
Barney Centre Craig 
Dominick showed his pace 
and power to evade several 
tackles to score under 
the posts and give Barney 
the start they could only 
have dreamed of. With the 
conversion scored Barney 
took the lead 0-7. Barney 
were playing with pace and 
moving the ball well and 
Bishop found it hard to get 
themselves into the game 
however Bishop’s defence 
remained resolute, tackling 
improved and as the half 
progressed Bishop slowly 
hauled their way back into 
the game. Each side had the 
chance to score a penalty 
but both were missed and 
the score remained 0-7 at 
half time.
At the start of the second 
half Bishop upped the 
tempo and were rewarded 
with an early penalty about 
5 metres inside their own 
half and fly half Tombling 
elected to kick and he 
dispatched the penalty to 
get Bishop on the board 
3-7. With points on the 
board Bishop started to 
grew in stature Lock Paul 
Fletcher played his part 
as pantomime villain to  

perfection and got under 
the skin of Barney with his 
irascible play. Centre Taff 
Evans put in some crunching 
tackles which resulted in 
his opposite number being 
replaced through injury. 
Full back Zac Hole showed 
his flair with several kick 
and chases which gained 
Bishop good territory ably 
supported by outside centre 
Lance Oliver who showed 
glimpses of his dangerous 
attacking pace. The 
forwards were scrummag-
ing well, winning the rucks 
and the contact areas and 
most of all were stopping 
Barnard Castle play their 
expansive running game. 
Bishop were awarded a 
penalty just inside the 
Barney half and Tombling 
elected to kick. With the 
sweetest of strikes and 
metres to spare Tombling 
produced one of his best 
kicks to take Bishop within 
a point of Barney 6-7.
Bishop were pressing and 
pressing looking for the 
win, second row Luke Bryan 
Victory making several 
carries to gain Bishop the 
hard yards however with 
the score so tight Bishop 
could not over commit as 
Barney could always be 
dangerous on the break. 
With Bishop exerting the 
pressure it was only a 
matter of time before they 
got the penalty. Tombling 
handled the pressure 
superbly and put Bishop in 
the lead with another long 
range effort 9-7.

Bishop now had a lead 
to hold onto and Peter 
Gallone came on for Jack 
Tindle to see out the last 
few minutes. The game 
was not over as Barney 
were awarded successive 
penalties in kickable range 
but failed to take their 
chance and to the relief of 
the management and the 
large crowd the referee 
blew for time and Bishop 
celebrated a hard earned 
win.
The youth teams also 
celebrated a successful 
week, as both the U15s and 
U10s logged excellent wins.
The U15s were at home to 
Sunderland, and despite 
a spirited performance 
from the visitors, Bishops 
managed to win by a 
convincing 62-10 scoreline.
The U10s played host to 
Guisborough on a very 
misty Sunday morning. The 
weather didn’t dampen 
young spirits though, as 
the younsters ran out 50-5 
winners.


