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GARNETTS
Book one of our upcoming day breaks
Travel with GARNETTS for miles of smiles

Fri 3rd, Sat 4th or 
Mon 6th April Blackpool

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Fri 3rd or Mon 6th April
WhitBy

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Fri 3rd or Mon 6th April
ScarBorough

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Saturday 4th April
eden camp (admin not inc)

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Sunday 5th April
Sunday myStery tour

Adult: £11 Child £10

Friday 10th April
lightWater Valley (ad not inc)

Adult: £10 Child £9

Call us now on (01388) 604419
www.garnettscoaches.com

Saturday 4th April
flamingoland (admin not inc)

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Saturday 11th April
york & harrogate

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Ambitious plans that will 
see Auckland Castle turned 
into a premier North East 
visitor attraction are 
forging ahead following the 
granting of planning per-
mission for a multi-million 
pound Welcome Building.
The news that Durham 
County Council has 
approved the £2.5m struc-
ture in Bishop Auckland 
Market Place with its 29m 
tower and observation 
platform, marks the first 
key step in the develop-
ment of the centuries old 
site.
It means the Auckland 
Castle Trust can now begin 
moving forward with its 
plans to transform the 
former home of England’s 
only Prince Bishops into 
a nationally important 
heritage centre.
The news will hopefully 
be followed by the further 
£17m regeneration of what 
is one of Britain’s most im-
portant ancient buildings, 
with the county council 

expected to rule on this 
planning application in the 
coming days.
The announcement on the 
Welcome Building has been 
met with delight by the 
Auckland Castle Trust, the 
charitable group behind 
the proposed schemes.
Simon Davis, Project 
Manager for the Auckland 
Castle Trust, said, “The 
news is very exciting. It’s 
the first piece in the jigsaw 
of what is an ambitious 
three year development 
plan for Auckland Castle.
“Auckland Castle Trust has 
big and bold plans that 
have enormous potential to 
transform not just this site 
but the surrounding area. 
“Getting the go-ahead for 
the Welcome Building adds 
to the sense that Bishop 
Auckland’s time is coming 
again.”
Work is anticipated to start 
on the Welcome Building 
this August and take 12 
months to complete.
The modern structure 

has been designed by the 
internationally renowned 
Niall McLaughlin Architects 
and is being funded by the 
Auckland Castle Trust.
It will be sited outside 
the castle walls on the 
edge of the Market Place 
and incorporate a timber 
framed building and the 
tower, with an observation 
platform 15m up offering 
panoramic views of the 
surrounding area.
It will house a ticket office, 
gift shop and have space 
on the first floor for exhi-
bitions, educational talks 
and meetings.
The Welcome Building is 
part of a raft of schemes 
that will breathe new life 
into Auckland Castle.
These include the £17m 
restoration of the castle, 
which will include the con-
struction of a dramatic new 
two storey extension to the 
16th century Scotland Wing 
to house a new immersive 
museum experience ex-
ploring the history of faith 
in Britain.
The work of the Auckland 
Castle Trust over the last 
two years has created 40 
jobs, with 80% of those 
employed living within 20 

£2.5m  welcome  building  for  Auckland  Castle  gets 
the  go  ahead

miles of the castle. 
The plans have, however, 
received mixed reviews 
with members of the 
public, with many residents 
taking to social media to 
voice their concerns that 
the building is not sympa-

thetic to its surroundings, 
while others support the 
innovative plans.
What is your opinion on the 
building? Let us know by 
tweeting us @bishoppress 
or on our Facebook page 
The Bishop Press.

Durham County Council has approved the £2.5m structure in Bishop Auckland 
marketplace with its 29m tower and observation platform.

South Church Road, Bishop Auckland

01388 603371

Sun Terrace Now Open!
2 for £12 on main menu

Wednesday - Friday & Saturday afternoons (exc Steaks)

Bishop Auckland’s 
new Bar & Grill

Booking recommended on Saturday evenings
Good range of Cask Ales

Steak Night every Wednesday
Free Dessert & Coffee with every main meal

Open Wed - Fri 4.30pm - 11pm, 
Saturday & Sunday from 11.30am
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THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 
Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 
Our menu has more selections than any other in the area

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland

Call in or phone your order and we guarantee 
you won’t be disappointed

Fast, Friendly Service

Established over 18 years

You can also order & pay online at www.hungryhouse.com
You can also order on Just Eat

Newly refurbished premises

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Kindling for Sale
(Fire sticks - log burners)
Large bags only £3
Delivered free to your 
door - usually same 

day delivery
Discount for bulk orders

Tel Lee on:
07526 206 477

(Locally based)

Do you know a special 
young person who has done 
something outstanding 
which should be recog-
nised?
You could make a young 
person’s year special by 
nominating them for the 
Bishop Auckland Youth 
Awards.
The awards are run by 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council and an awards 
ceremony will be held in 
June at the Town Hall.
It is very easy to nominate 
someone and there are no 
categories. 
You can nominate anyone 
from Bishop Auckland who 
is under the age of 20 and 
who is worthy of a special 

award.
Do you know any young 
people who:
• Care for friends or family 
members?
• Have carried out an act 
of bravery?
• Help in their local com-
munity?
• Have overcome their own 
difficulties?
• Live with an illness?
• Achieve great things in 
sport, dance and drama or 
at school?
To nominate, just send 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council the following infor-
mation:
• Your name and contact 

details.
• The young person's name 

and age.
• Contact details for the 

young person (or their 
parents, school or group 
if that is more appropri-
ate).

• Around 200 words on 
why you think the young 
person deserves special 
recognition.

Send your nominations by 
email to council@bishop-
auckland-tc.gov.uk or by 
post to Bishop Auckland 
Town Council, The Four 
Clocks Centre, 154a 
Newgate Street, Bishop 
Auckland, Co Durham DL14 
7EH.
All nominations must be 
received by 5pm on Friday 
1st May.

Bishop  Auckland  Youth  Awards

For Sale
Logs, firewood & sticks
Large dust bin £5, sack of 
sticks £2, dumpy bag £50 

delivered. Tel Dave on: 
07733 070 070

An event is being held at Old 
Shildon Club next month, 
in order to pay for a head-
stone for the grave of a 14 
year-old girl who tragically 
passed away last year.
Lucy Smith was found dead 
at her home in Bishop 
Auckland on Saturday 29th 
November. A friend of the 
family is now hoping to raise 

enough money to pay for 
a fitting headstone for the 
King James I School pupil.
‘A Celebration of the life of 
Miss Lucy Smith’ will take 
place on Thursday 2nd April 
from 7pm, starring two of 
clubland’s top acts; Miss 
Samantha Mac and Drew 
Gerrard. Tickets cost £5 and 
are available on the door.

Event  to  raise  funds  
for  teen’s  headstone

Chat  with  an  
arthritis  champion
Are you struggling with 
arthritis?
If so, pop along to Wood-
house Close Leisure 
Centre on Thursday 23rd 
March when an Arthritis 
Champion will be on-hand 
for a chat between 10am 
and 1pm.
The Arthritis Care volun-
teer will provide informa-
tion about the condition, 

offer tips on coping day-to-
day and offer services and 
support.
For more information call 
Jane on 07896 893 209 or 
email jarick49@gmail.com.

 

We Pay instant CASH for your unwanted 
Gold / Silver / Platinum & War Medals.

We also buy gold & silver watches 
& pre 1946 British silver coins.

We sell Second-hand Gold & Silver Jewellery
We pay the best Cash price on the High Street

57 Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7PE
TEL:- 07427054286

Come to us last & we will beat any competitor’s prices.

As part of Bishop Auckland 
Town Council’s pledge 
to work towards making 
Bishop Auckland a 
Dementia Friendly Town, a 
Dementia Friends Informa-
tion Session is being held 
on Tuesday 7th April from 
1.30pm at The Four Clocks 
Centre. 
This free 1 hour session is 
an informal and friendly 
way of spreading five key 

messages that aim to 
improve society’s under-
standing of dementia, and 
ultimately improve the 
lives of people living with 
dementia. 
Councillor Anne Golightly, 
Dementia Champion for 
the council said, “By 
becoming a Dementia 
Friend you can learn 
about the small ways 
you can help those living 

with Dementia, this can 
be something simple like 
being patient in a shop 
queue where a person 
might be confused at the 
checkout, or by talking 
to your friends and rela-
tives about what you have 
learned”.
If you are interested in 
becoming a Dementia 
Friend, or think your 
business could benefit 
from being Dementia 
Friendly, then book a 
place by contacting Sheila 
Horner at Bishop Auckland 
Town Council on 01388 
609852 or email council@
bishopauckland-tc.gov.uk.

Would  you  like  to  know  more 
about  Dementia?  

We are now tweeting
follow us @BishopPress

CD Van Man Services
Full loads / part loads, any item 
anywhere, anytime, from £10
Telephone: 07754 261 443

Services

Hotpoint Fridge Freezer
Good condition. £90.

01388 608118

Correction
In Issue 153 of The Bishop 
Press (pg 1) we incorrectly 

stated that Mr Bernard James 
passed away ‘recently’, when 

in fact he died 7 years ago. We 
apologise to Mr James’ family 

for the mistake.

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

Fri 20th March: ‘HOWIE B’
Sat 21st March: ‘BRANDON JAMES’
Fri 27th March: ‘LEWIS LAKING’

Sat 28th March: ‘RICHIE C’

Sky Sports + BT Football
Bands every Friday night
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SIMPSONS 24 Church
Street, Shildon

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

We also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES

ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709

S.O.S. Plumbing & 
Heating Services

www.sos-plumbing-heating.co.uk

 - Landlord Gas Safety Certificates
 - Boiler Installation & Servicing
 - Burst Pipes & Drains unblocked
 - Cookers / Washing Machines
 - Bathroom Suites & Showers
 -Free Estimates & advice

TEL: Stephen 
on 07748481544 
or 01740  655031

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Budding engineers have 
been building bridges at 
a County Durham training 
centre as part of a nation-
wide celebration of ap-
prenticeships.
More than 200 students 
from seven schools across 
the county have been 
enjoying the appliance of 
science in hands-on work-
shops with local employ-
ers at South West Durham 
Training.
The year 9 and 10 pupils 
enjoyed engineering and 
construction activities 
which included building a 
55 foot long cable and sus-
pension bridge provided by 
the Institute of Civil Engi-
neers, bricklaying, robotic-
engineering and problem 
solving exercises.
The activities have been 
arranged to mark National 
Apprenticeship Week, a 

week-long nationwide cel-
ebration of apprenticeships 
and the positive impact 
they have on individuals, 
businesses and the wider 
economy co-ordinated by 
the National Apprentice-
ship Service.
The schools who took part 
were Bishop Barrington and 
King James I Academy in 
Bishop Auckland, Ferryhill 
School, Greenfield School 
in Shildon, Sedgefield 
School, Woodham Academy 
in Newton Aycliffe and 
Whitworth Park School in 
Spennymoor.
Local employers involved 
at the SWDT events, jointly 
organised with strategic 
partner Bishop Auckland 
College, included Stockton-
on-Tees based car parts 
manufacturer Nifco, which 
last month announced a 
£50m contract with Ford 

which has secured 350 
jobs.
Nifco’s general manager 
(engineering) Andy Dunn, 
a former SWDT trainee 
who is a big advocate of  
apprenticeships, gave an 
inspirational talk to the 
students about the impor-
tance of skills develop-
ment.
He said, “We recruited 
our first apprentices for 
several years in 2011 and 
the impact they have had 
on the business has been 
significant. It is absolutely 
vital to invest in the skills 
and development of young 
people. Ensuring that we 
have young, hungry and 
talented individuals in our 
workforce is crucial to help 
meet our ambitious growth 
plans, and I have seen 
plenty of evidence of that 
here today.”

(L-R) Jack Blacklock, 14, of King James I Academy, Dave Spensley of Go Ahead 
Training, Andrew Coulson, 15, Georgie Gowland, 14, from King James I Academy, Andy 
Dunn - General Manager Nifco, Megan Jackson and Ellie Sutherland, both 15, from 
Whitworth Park School in Spennymoor.

Once again Bishop Auckland 
Music Society (BAMS) is 
hosting a varied series 
of five concerts in the 
Throne Room of Auckland 
Castle by musicians of the 
highest calibre, beginning 
with a concert of music for 
violin and piano by Bach, 
Beethoven, Dvorak and 
Rozsa on Friday 10th April, 
performed by Jennifer Pike 
and Peter Limonov.
Further concert dates are: 
8th May (soprano & piano), 
12th June (4 Girls 4 Harps), 
10th July (piano recital), 
and 4th September (Meryon 
Trio), all at 7.30pm.
Full details of the pro-
grammes are available on 
the Bishop Auckland Music 
Society website.
A spokeseperson for BAMS 
said, “The concerts offer 

a wonderful opportunity 
to hear music at its best 
in lovely surroundings on 
a summer's evening and to 
meet friends over a glass of 
wine in the interval from 
the bar. Concert parking is 
normally available within 
the Castle grounds.”
Tickets for individual 
concerts are priced at 
£12.50 and Season Tickets 
for all five concerts at £50 
(five for the price of four).
Young people, 18 and 
under, are welcome free-
of-charge, tickets required.
Send an S.A.E. with 
payment to the Treasurer, 
Brian Varley, 11 Dene Hall 
Drive, Bishop Auckland, 
DL14 6UF, Tel 01388 606075. 
Payment via BACS is also 
welcomed: simply contact 
the Treasurer to arrange.

BONDGATE HAND CAR WASH 
VALETING & PARKING CENTRE

New Indoor Secured Parking and Car Sales
8am - 6pm Weekdays (prices start from £2 per day)

07906 785 235 for details and bookings
57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme

Throne  Room  
concerts

The Rotary Club and Inner 
Wheel of Bishop Auckland 
combined with Sound-
waves Community Choir 
and Cockton Hill Method-
ist Church to provide an 
evening of contemporary 
music on Friday 27th 
February, which raised 
£1,130 for the Ebola appeal. 
190 people enjoyed the A 
Cappella style of Sound-
waves’ performance led by 

Steve McGarvey at Cockton 
Hill Methodist Church. The 
concert was also broad-
cast by Bishop Auckland 
Hospital Radio. The ladies 
of Inner Wheel ran a suc-
cessful raffle during the 
evening and all of the 
proceeds will add to the 
£600 already donated by 
the Rotary Club of Bishop 
Auckland from their Italian 
evening held last autumn. 

Soundwaves  success  
for  Ebola  appeal

Young  engineers  are  building  
bridges

Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland
Saturday 28th March 8pm - 1am

NORTHERN SOUL & MOTOWN NIGHT
EASTER WEEKEND ACTIVITIES

Good Friday - 3rd April
KARAOKE COMPETITION from 8pm

Free entry with cash prize
Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th April

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT from 8pm
Monday 6th April

FREE POOL & JUKEBOX all day
Monday - Friday pints from £1.99, 12 noon - 1pm

Monday & Tuesday Games Night from 8pm
3 Plasmas + 1 large screen showing BT Sport, 

Horseracing & all other sports
We serve snacks all day - eat in or take away

We have regular drinks promotions
Call in and see for yourself and sample our friendly atmosphere!
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Bishop  Auckland  Food  Festival 
line-up  announced

A live cookery competi-
tion featuring the stars 
of the Great British Bake 
Off, a pop-up restaurant 
and the return of TV chef 
Simon Rimmer are among 
the highlights of this year’s 
Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival.
The full line-up for next 
month’s event has now 
been announced, with 
more than 150 of the 
region’s finest food and 
drink producers ready to 
tickle the tastebuds of 
visitors on Saturday 18th 
and Sunday 19th April.
The event, in the Market 
Place, Town Hall and 
grounds of Auckland Castle, 
will also feature food 
and drink masterclasses, 
open-air cookery demon-
strations, a Kids’ Club and 
street entertainers.
Organised by Durham 
County Council in partner-
ship with the Auckland 
Castle Trust and Bishop 
Auckland Town Council, the 
annual festival showcases 
the best in home-grown 
and handmade produce 
from County Durham and 
the wider region.
Cllr Neil Foster, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said, “The 
food festival is a fantastic 
event not just for Bishop 
Auckland but also for the 
wider area.
“As well as offering a great 
day out for all the family, 
it gives stallholders, who 
come from around the 
region, a platform on which 
to showcase their produce 

and boosts the regional 
economy by hundreds of 
thousands of pounds.
“More than 34,000 
attended last year’s food 
festival and with another 
great line-up planned 
for 2015, I’m sure we can 
expect the crowds to turn 
up in force once again.”
Bake Off favourite Glenn 
Cosby will host a Battle 
of the Bakers in the Town 
Hall on Saturday 18th, with 
fellow series 4 contestant 
Kimberley Wilson taking on 
series 3’s Cat Dresser in a 
test of their baking knowl-
edge.
Simon Rimmer, presenter 
of Sunday Brunch and 
its spin-off Daily Brunch, 
returns to Bishop Auckland 
this year to cook up some 
delicious dishes using fresh 
produce from the festival’s 
stallholders.
Ivor Peters, better known 
as the Urban Rajah, will be 
executive chef at the Great 
Indian Feast – a pop-up 
restaurant in the grounds 
of Auckland Castle. He will 
be working with students 
from Bishop Auckland 
College to create a range 
of recipes, each with its 
own story to tell.
New for 2015, are food 
festival masterclasses. 
From chocolate and pizza-
making workshops for kids 
to grown-up lessons in 
how to make the perfect 
cocktail, there’s a session 
to suit everyone.
CBBC presenter Stefan 
Gates and CBeebies star 
Katy Ashworth are both 
back to present free 

sessions as part of the 
festival’s Kids’ Club, which 
returns for a second year 
after proving a huge 
success in 2014.
Festival favourite Johnny 
Pusztai will once again 
host his sausage and 
burger-making challenge, 
this year with a little help 
from some special guests, 
while Richard Fox will help 
festival-goers prepare for 
barbeque season with 
a selection of tasty and 
creative recipes.
There will be plenty of 
family-fun throughout 
both days of the festival 
courtesy of a collection 
of colourful entertainers 
including the bickering Tea 
Ladies, the Giant Seagulls 
and the Fairly Fresh Fish 
Co and their collection of 
dancing seafood.
And, of course, at the 
heart of the festival will 
be more than 150 food 
and drink stalls spread 
across the Market Place 
and grounds of Auckland 
Castle. Serving up the 
very best in local produce, 
traders will offer every-
thing from fresh meat, 
fish and vegetables to 
chutneys, puddings, beers 
and wines.
There will also be a chance 
to enjoy a taste of York-
shire in a dedicated Deli-
ciously Yorkshire market 
area.
For more information visit 
w w w.BishopAuckland-
FoodFestival.co.uk. 
To book places for ticketed 
events, call 03000 26 26 
26.

Star of The Great British Bake Off Kimberley Wilson (pictured) will be taking part in a 
Battle of the Bakers with fellow contestant Cat Dresser.

Spanish  Club
A Spanish Learning Club 
is held at the Pollards Inn 
in Bishop Auckland every 
second Tuesday, with the 
next session taking place 

on 24th March at 7.30pm. 
The sessions are free and 
all are welcome.
For more information call 
01388 718822.

Aclet Close Nursery 
School has opened further 
sessions, and is now taking 
2 year-old children as well 
as the 3 and 4 year-olds on 
which it has traditionally 
focussed.
The school, which was 
judged ‘outstanding’ by 
Ofsted last year for the 
third time in succession, 
has spent over £16,000 
developing a new room, 
facilities and equipment to 
extend their age range.
Headteacher Nick Birbeck 
said, “We believe that 
children will benefit from 
making an early start to 
their Nursery School, and 

for many parents these 
places will be free.”
The sessions are designed 
and monitored by qualified 
graduate teachers, and the 
new facility is registered 
with Ofsted.
Aclet Close is offering 
places as part of Durham’s 
‘Play and Learn’ scheme, 
which provides free places 
for 15 hours a week for 
children whose parents are 
eligible, as well as private 
places.
For further details, or to 
apply for a place, contact 
the school on 01388 603006 
or visit www.acletclosen-
urseryschool.org.uk.

‘Outstanding’ nursery  
extends  age  range

Monthly drop-in sessions 
for veterans have become 
so popular that they are 
now being held every two 
weeks.
You can now visit The 
Royal British Legion at 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
Library twice a month, 
with the next sessions 
taking place on Wednes-

days 1st and 15th April.
Advice and guidance 
for veterans, serving 
members of the Armed 
Forces, Reservists and 
their families will be avail-
able.
Pop in between 10am and 
12.30pm. Alternatively 
call 0808 802 8080 or visit
www.britishlegion.org.uk.     

Advice  for  veterans

RA  meeting

The next meeting of Hen-
knowle Residents Asso-
ciation will be held at the 
Manor Pub on Monday 23rd 

March from 6pm.
All are welcome to attend 
and discuss any issues you 
may have.
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Low Rate Finance Available
Part Exchange Welcome
We Buy Cars For Cash
RAC Warranty

Shildon motor company
Redworth Road ~ Shildon ~ Co. Durham ~ DL4 2JT

Tel: 01388 778 492
Email: info@shildonmotorco.co.uk

Website: www.shildonmotorco.co.uk

Quality Car Sales

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sunday 22nd March: ‘ICONS’
Saturday 21st March: KARAOKE

Saturday 28th March: ‘HERETICS’
Sunday 29th March: ‘THE GRIP’

Tickets now on sale for BOBBy THOMPSON 
‘THE LITTLE WASTER’ tribute act. Friday 

27th March. Must be seen! £5 ticket includes pie & peas.

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECy Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote
Tel: 07826527952

01388 720009

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

All aspects of Tree and Garden 
work undertaken and more….

Commercial and Domestic
Fully Insured

Hardwood Logs For sale
Free Estimates & friendly advice

Tel - 01388 813211 
07584 160468

www.specialbranchtreeservices.com
specialbranchtreeservices@mail.com

There is an array of events 
on offer at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall throughout 
March and April.
The Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society talk by Stefa Mc-
Manners will be an update 
on The Eleven Arches 
project. 
“Perhaps one of the most 
exciting things to happen to 
Bishop Auckland could be 
on its way....”, says Stefa, 
“an epic, large scale and 
visually stunning open air 
night spectacle celebrating 
the rich history of Britain 
and the North East.” 
Find out more on Tuesday 
24th March at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £2, BACS members 
free.
On Thursday 26th March at 
7.30pm the film ‘Hundred 
Foot Journey’ will be 
shown: The Kadam family 
leaves India for France 
where they open a res-

taurant directly across 
the road from Madame 
Mallory's (Helen Mirren) 
Michelin-starred eatery. 
(PG/122 mins./£5)
A free drop-in Family 
History research event is 
taking place on Thursday 
26th March, with the two 
hour sessions starting at 
10am and again at 2pm.
The Town Hall hosts a 
regular Tuesday Tea Dance, 
1.30pm – 3.30pm, which 
costs £2. 
The Reading Group is 
meeting on Thursday 2nd 
April, 10am-12noon, and 
The Knit and Natter Group 
are meeting on Saturday 
4th April, 10am–12 noon.
The new season’s events 
brochure is now available 
on the website bishopauck-
landtownhall.org.uk.
To book any of the events 
phone the Box Office on 
03000 269 524.

What’s on at the 
Town Hall

Sgt Chris Todd (centre) with cadets.

Sgt Chris Todd, from the 
National Police Air Support 
Unit (NPAS) visited 2505 
(Bishop Auckland) Squadron 
Royal Air Force Air Cadets 
on the evening of Thursday 
5th March, to discuss his 
role and what the NPAS do. 
Sgt Todd, a previous Cadet 
Warrant Officer from 

Newton Aycliffe squadron, 
presented a fascinating 
insight to over 20 cadets, 
giving information on the 
aims and objectives of his 
role and also answering 
questions after the hour 
long presentation. 
The night was a huge 
success, teaching many 

cadets what NPAS do on 
a daily basis to help deal 
with street crime. 
Cadet Samuel Cooper, 
16 from Frosterley said, 
“Tonight was brilliant; Sgt 
Todd answered many ques-
tions relating to helicop-
ters and the Air Cadets, it 
has been very interesting!” 

Cadets  discover  the  National  
Police  Air Support  Unit

A Curry and Quiz Night is to 
be held at the Spice Lounge 
on Fore Bondgate at 7pm 
on Monday 20th April, in 
aid of Marie Curie Cancer 

Curry  &  quiz
Care.
Tickets are priced at £15 
and are available from 
Elizabeth Varley on 01388 
606075.

Find us on Facebook at

facebook.com/
bishoppress

To Let
Two bed terraced house on 
Bessemer Street,Ferryhill
Newly refurbished property, 

newly fitted kitchen and 
bathroom, new carpets 
and painted throughout. 
DG, GCH. EPC rating D. 

£85 per week (£340 pcm). 
Contact Keith:

Tel:  07883 817 399
Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525
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The Council intend in not less than 7 days from the date of this notice to make an 
Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to 
close to all vehicular traffic, including pedal cycles, a 200m length of Unclassified 
road 34.4 Dial Stob Hill that extends eastwards from the access to Binchester Hall 
/ Roman Fort to the lay-by opposite Footpath No 81 near the north eastern bend of 
the River Wear, Bishop Auckland to enable carriageway reconstruction works to be 
undertaken. The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the Order is 18 
months and is required from 30.03.15 and for the duration of the works, anticipated 
to be 4 weeks. However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for closures may 
be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.   Alternative route: from the 
northern side of the closure from Binchester Crag Farm north easterly to Long Lane 
crossroads then south easterly along Long Lane passing Binchester to A688 (and 
north easterly to and around Middlestone Moor Roundabout) then south westerly 
along A688 to A689 Roundabout, westerly onto C130 Durham Road and onto C188 
Castle Chare leading to Bishop Auckland Market Place to the southern side of the 
closure, and vice versa.

Dated: 20 March 2015

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

 (UNCLASSIFIED ROAD 34.4 NEAR BINCHESTER HALL,
BISHOP AUCKLAND) (TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2015

Born and raised in Chilton, 
Brian Turner spent a 
number of years working 
underground as a miner 
after completing an en-
gineering apprenticeship 
with the National Coal 
Board at Randolph Colliery 
in Evenwood, followed by 
coal face training at Chilton 
Colliery. After 35 years 
spent in mining and other 
associated industries in 
various capacities - deputy 
work underground and a 
number of engineering 
positions in the Durham 
and Staffordshire coalfields 
- Brian spent the final 12 
years of his career as a 
mechanical engineer for a 
private mining company in 
the North East.
The end of his career co-

incided with the demise 
of the Durham mining 
industry and Brian retired 
in 1994 from a small drift 
mine near Consett.
However, rather than hang 
up his helmet for good, 
Brian decided to write a 
history of the local South 
West Durham area’s mining 
community. 
The book includes histori-
cal details of the Newton 
Cap, Etherley Dene, 
Bildershaw, Randolph, 
Hunters Hill Brussleton and 
Adelaide mines. 
In his foreword to Brian’s  
book, Here Today, Gone 
Tomorrow, An Industrial 
and Social History of the 
South West Durham Coal-
fields, Dr F W Smith, Con-
sulting Geologist and past 
President of the North of 
England Institute of Mining 
and Mechanical Engineers, 
says the coalfield, “has 
been poorly recorded 
in the past despite the 
unusual blend of large 
and small collieries, drift 
mines, the remarkable 
variety of coals and geo-
logical conditions and its 
location in the borderlands 
between industrial and 
rural Durham.”
The book, priced £17.50, 
was launched by the 
author at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Thursday 
19th March. The book 
is available to purchase 
from The Bishop Press on 
01388 775896 and online at 
amazon.com.

Chilton miner, Brian Turner 
has written an industrial 
and social history of the 
South West Durham 
coalfield.

Book  celebrates  
local  coalfields 

Cabinet  give  go  ahead  for  
closure  of  28  Children’s  Centres

Proposals for the future of 
County Durham’s children’s 
centres were given the 
go-ahead on Wednesday 
18th March, meaning that 
28 children’s centres in the 
area will close.
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet accepted the plans 
for a new approach to pro-
viding childcare services 
for the under-fives, which 
they say is designed to 
improve the lives of some 
of the county’s most vul-
nerable children and their 
families.
Plans will see the emphasis 
shift from specialist build-
ings to community venues, 
in a drive to reach families 
which most need support.
A consultation on propos-
als took place over a three 
month period last year and 
all comments and submis-
sions were considered by 
Cabinet.
Durham County Council say, 
“The recommendations 
are designed to ensure the 
under-fives, particularly in 
the most deprived areas 
of the county, are ready 
for school life. The paper 
outlines how, despite some 
successes, the current 
reliance on children’s 
centres has failed to 

deliver the improvements 
hoped for.”
Services will be taken 
farther into communities, 
focussing on the places 
families already go. It is 
hoped this will be benefi-
cial to parents who would 
no longer be expected to 
travel to specialist venues.
Some of the proposed 
community venues for 
service delivery include 
Auckland Medical Group, 
Auckland Youth and Com-
munity Centre, Four Clocks 
Centre, Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall and King James 
I Academy, although these 
venues will need to be risk 
assessed and meet the 
needs of families.
The Council’s Children’s 
Centres are currently 
arranged in five localities.
This is to ensure that all 
areas have a proportion 
of Children’s Centres con-
sistent with their levels of 
deprivation. No change is 
proposed to these arrange-
ments.
Within the 5 localities, Chil-
dren’s Centres are grouped 
into 16 ‘clusters’, with each 
of the 16 clusters having a 
“Main” Children’s Centre. 
One Children’s Centre 
building in each cluster, 

(with the exception of the 
Coundon cluster, which is 
currently being integrated 
with the Bishop Auckland 
cluster) will be retained, 
thereby reducing the 
number of centres from 43 
to 15.
The plans will see the 
council retain these 15 
specialist fixed venue 
Children’s Centres, with 
the remaining 28 centres 
either transferring to 
schools and nurseries or 
being used for alternative 
purposes. 
Within the ‘Bishop 
Auckland Cluster’, St Helen 
Auckland Children’s Centre 
has been identified as 
the Centre which will be 
retained, meaning services 
at Woodhouse Close Chil-
dren’s Centre and Coundon 
Children’s Centre will be 
transferred to an alterna-
tive provider.
Under the new proposals, 
Durham County Council 
expect to save around £1 
million.
Cllr Ossie Johnson, Cabinet 
member for children and 
young people’s services, 
Durham County Council, 
said, “We are commit-
ted to providing high 
quality services to support 
families and their young 
children to be both healthy 
and ready for school, so 
that they can achieve their 
full potential. 
“We recognise that chil-
dren’s centres play an im-
portant part in this and we 
propose to change the way 
we work to target support 
to children and families 
who need it most.”
Cllr Lucy Hovvels said, “It’s 
about improving services 
and it’s important that the 
community understands 
that this is a transforma-
tion - the service is not 
disappearing.
“We should not be fright-
ened to transform our 
services and do things dif-
ferently if we are going to 
get a better outcome.”

Share  a  family  meal
The next shared meals at 
Woodhouse Close Church 
Community Centre are 
taking place on 24th March 
and 28th April. Families can 
go along and help cook the 
food before sharing a meal 
together for a suggested 

donation of £2 per adult. 
Families should arrive at 
3.30pm and the meal will 
be served at 5pm.
To book a place call Fiona 
Ewing on 01388 606281 or 
the Church on 01388 450 
838.

Eldon Hope Building Materials

01388 775 261

Bricks from £160 per 1000
440mm x 440mm paving from £1.80

Scallop & Rope Edging £1.80
Old York Paving & Circles £13 per square metre in 6 sizes

Also: Blocks, Caps & Coping Stones,
Sand, Gravel, Dolomite, Top Soil,

Decorate Gravels and Slate.
All prices are plus VAT

Natural Sandstone Paving from £15 per square metre 

Old Eldon, Shildon DL4 2QX

Qualified RGN
required

for local Nursing 
Home in Newton 

Aycliffe
Contact Susan on:
07824 517 771

Vacancy

Advertise in 
The 

Bishop Press
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
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Easter  eggscapades  for  all  the 
family  at  Auckland  Castle 
A cracking time for all is 
promised this Easter as 
Auckland Castle serves up a 
feast of seasonal family fun.
Angela Thomas, Auckland 
Castle’s senior visitor 
services officer said, “From 
an egg hunt to arts and 
crafts, egg rolling, an Easter 
bonnet parade, games on 
the lawn, and a knight’s 
quest, there’s plenty to 
enjoy over the bank holiday 
weekend and beyond.
“Even better, all the ac-
tivities are free for children 
visiting the castle with a fee 
paying adult.”
Visitors can hop into action 
from 12 noon between April 
3rd-6th as they are invited 
to unscramble the clues 
dotted around the centu-
ries’ old castle to help the 
Easter Bunny hunt down the 
eggs that have been hidden.
Successful eggsplorers who 
rise to the challenge will 
receive a chocolate treat as 
their reward.
Also taking place over the 
Easter weekend itself is egg 
decorating in the company 
of Daisy Arts between 

12.30pm-3pm. Coloured 
hens’ eggs are a universal 
symbol of Easter. But why 
just stick to plain dye and 
paints? 
The Daisy Arts team 
has been hatching lots 
of fabulous decorative 
schemes to dress up this 
year’s clutch of Easter eggs.
And they’re even running 
an egg crèche so visitors 
can head-off and enjoy the 
plethora of other engaging 
activities on offer without 
worrying about their handi-
work going sunny-side up.
Competitors will be hoping 
for a few runny yolks, 
however, as they line up 
for the Auckland Castle egg 
rolling contest, aptly taking 
place on the Bowling Green 
between Good Friday and 
Easter Monday at 12 noon, 
1pm and 2pm.
Contestants will be aiming 
to see who can roll their 
egg the furthest without it 
cracking, and claim their 
chocolate prize.
On Easter Sunday visitors 
from the youngest to the 
oldest are invited to don 

their most creative and col-
ourful hats and go head-to-
head as they parade them 
in front of the castle.
The Easter Bonnet Parade 
will take place at 3pm with 
prizes being offered for the 
best spring themed designs 
in one of three categories 
aimed at adults, under-
16s and eight years and 
younger.
Auckland Castle also has 
a packed programme of 
activities taking place 
every day except Tuesday, 
between 12noon and 3pm 
throughout the Easter 
school holidays. 
There’s Messy Mondays arts 
and craft activities in the 
Pavilion; Wild Wednesdays 
featuring nature inspired 
outdoor pursuits; Trekking 
Thursdays with trails in the 
Deer Park; Fun Fridays with 
a mixture of entertaining 
goings-on both inside and 
outdoors; Sporty Saturdays 
with croquet, giant chess, 
Jenga and other games on 
the lawn; and Storybook 
Sundays with tall tales and 
magical yarns in the castle.

Local police are investi-
gating recent vandalism/
graffiti in the Town Centre, 
in and around the Market 
Place. 

If you have any informa-
tion regarding this incident 
police urge you to contact 
PC 197 Henry via the non-
emergency number, 101.

from

until
FRIDAY 3RD

MONDAY 6TH

APRIL

SEEKING 
EASTER 
EGGSPLORERS

Join our brave knight 
Pollard in our new outdoor 
adventures and trails  
to discover the beastly 
Bosley Boar.

Plus 12.30-3pm each day an 
eggstravaganza of egg decorating 
with Daisy Arts; and an Easter 
Bonnet parade at 3pm on Easter 
Sunday – bring your hat!10AM-4PM

For further information please go to www.aucklandcastle.org
Family activities available daily throughout the school holidays.

Police  investigate    
vandalism

Benches in the Market Place have been defaced with 
graffiti.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House
Garage in Bishop Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service
To Customers With 6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A
Breakdown Repair Service Covering All Main Dealer Warranties
on All Parts And Servicing

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

St Mary’s Under 7 Aces & 
Kings were the stars of the 
weekend worthy of a cup 
final with a magnificent 
performance last Saturday 
from both teams, when 
they played each other 
in the semi-finals of the 
league cup.
The match was a very close 
game with the Kings taking 
the lead through Joel 
Butler. In the  second half 
the Aces equalised through 
Mason Wright then, looking 
as if the match may go into 
extra time, Jay Bulch had 
a great lob over the Aces’ 
keeper to make it 2-1 to the 
Kings at the final whistle. 
The match was a great 
advert for the game with 
Adam Petty man-of-the-
match for the Aces and  
Tyler Richardson for the 
Kings. 
The Under 8 Aces played 
away at Leven AFC and also 
had a great win with goals 
from Liam Cunningham, 
Jake Pinkney, Leon Parker 

and Charlie Berry, with 
Finley Rose man-of-the-
match.
The Under 8 Kings played 
Leven Athletic at home 
and again had a very good 
win, with goals from Cobie 
Woods and man-of-the-
match James Whales. 
The Under 9 Kings played 
in a friendly against Norton 
& Stockton and had a good 
win with Scott Jones man-
of-the-match.
The Under 10 Aces had 
a good win over Golden 
Flats with goals from Ethan 
Bowman (2) and Finley 
Stevens, along with keeper 
James Petty making some 
great saves and Robbie 
Wilkinson man-of-the-
match. 
The Under 11 Aces had 
an excellent 4-1 win over 
Saxon Juniors with goals 
from Cameron Bass, Ryan 
Byrne and Robbie Vickers 
with Daniel Pattison man-
of-the-match.
The Under 11 Kings came up 

against a good Marton side 
and had chances to take 
the lead, but Marton took 
their chance to eventually 
win 4-1 with Sonny Richard-
son scoring and Piotr Banda 
man-of-the-match.
The Under 12s lost 4-1 
against Wynyard with 
Regan Nixon scoring, while 
the Under 13 Aces had a 
great 2-0 win over Stockton 
Town with 2 goals from 
Luke Penberthy.
The Under 13 Kings lost 
3-1 away against Spraire 
Lads with Andrew Burrows 
scoring and Lewis Popple-
ton man-of-the-match.
The Under 14s were very 
unlucky to lose 4-3 against 
Marton Blues with goals 
from Callum Thomson (2) 
and Lucas Hallimond.
The Under 18 Angels had 
a fantastic 4-2 win over 
Spraire Lasses with goals 
from Maddie Atkinson (2), 
Natalie Waterworth and 
Frayah Munro, with Lauryn 
Morgans man-of-the-match.

The award winning Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis Club 
is now starting disability 
only sessions. 
Thanks to Funding from 
County Durham Community 
Foundation, the club has 
been able to buy specialist 
wheelchair friendly tables 
and specialist equipment 
such as Pollybats. 
The sessions will be led by 
coaches who have under-
taken disability training to 
better understand differ-
ing needs of people with 
varying disabilities. 
Matt Porter, Club Chairman 
said, “We’re very pleased 
that, thanks to the support 

of County Durham Commu-
nity Foundation, we were 
able to buy the specialist 
tables and equipment. 
Table Tennis is an inclusive 
sport, anyone can play 
with anyone, and now we 
are able to run disability 
sessions to bring even more 
of the community into the 
club and the sport.” 
Sessions start on Thursday 
2nd April from 5pm to 6pm 
with the first session free 
and £2 per week thereafter. 
For more Information 
contact Matt on 07411 018 
856 or check out the club 
website www.bishopauck-
landttc.co.uk 

TTC  launch  
disability  sessions

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

St  Mary’s  weekend  round-up

St Mary’s Under 7 Aces & Kings before their semi-final match of the league cup.


