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4’ 6” DOUBLE DIVAN
With Two Drawers 
FREE Headboard 
FREE Delivery
 
Limited OfferPark right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
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Free Delivery

Electric Adjustable  
Bed Ranges

FROM 
£599 £399

now
£299

BEDROOM FURNITURE
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TEAM SOLAN, working 
alongside the St David’s 
Church Hall team, are 
organising a free coffee 
morning for residents on 
Thursday 19th September 
in St David’s Church Hall, 
Tudhoe Lane, from 10am 
until 12 noon. 

Earlier this year, at Spen-
nymoor Leisure Centre, 
Team Solan was one of 
the winners of Spenny-
moor’s Area Action Part-

nership Team’s It’s Up 2 
U event, with a project 
targeted at helping more 
local families. Now that 
the funding is in place, the 
team is planning free cof-
fee mornings in each of 
the AAP areas: Croxdale/
Sunderland Bridge & Hett, 
Tudhoe, Kirk Merrington, 
Middlestone Moor and 
Byers Green.  

The Team Solan Sup-
ports More Warriors pro-

ject will be launched with 
a free coffee morning in 
each location.  

“We hope that this ini-
tiative will provide eas-
ier local access and 
increased opportuni-
ties for those families 
touched by or aware of a 
cancer diagnosis,” said 
a spokesperson, “and to 
hear and see what Team 
Solan comprises.  

“Families, friends, car-

ers and neighbours are 
invited to meet, talk and 
benefit from engagement 
and interaction with other 
residents, with “Warriors”, 
and from Team Solan 
activities. 

“We hope that the fol-
low-on events will prove 
popular in each location, 
leading on to regular 
monthly meetings.”

NEW TEAM SOLAN PROJECT 
LAUNCHES WITH COFFEE MORNING

Team Solan at a recent event in Jubilee Park. 

THE BYERS Green Com-
munity Art Group Exhi-
bition is being held in 
Thomas Wright House in 
Byers Green on Saturday 
and Sunday, 17th and 18th 
August, between 10am to 
4pm. All are welcome and 
admission is free. 

ART EXHIBITION 
AT BYERS GREEN

MIDDLESTONE MOOR 
Family Fun Day is taking 
place on Saturday 17th 
August at Middlestone 
Moor Community Centre, 
between 10am and 4pm.

Attractions include a 
tombola, bouncy cas-
tle, face painting, sweet 
stall, cake stall, kiddies 
fairground attractions, 
burger van, ice cream van 
and more. 

Entry is free and there 
will be goodies for the 
kids. 

This event is sponsored 
by Spennymoor Town 
Council and organised by 
STAR Fundraising Group.

MIDDLESTONE 
MOOR FAMILY 
FUN DAY

Spennymoor News
01388 775 896
spenny@swd.news
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Spennymoor News 
cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. Spennymoor 

News accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Spennymoor News 
when contacting 

advertisers.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/crier

www.swd.news/bishop

For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

16 Tenters Street
Bishop Auckland DL14 7AD

01388 330985 | www.abyte.co.uk

• PC and Laptop Repairs    
• Virus Removal
• Data Recovery
• Website Design

• Server installation
• Network setup
• Backups
• Cloud Services

Fletchers
29 High Street, Spennymoor, DL16 6AA. Tel: 01388 815659

Specialists in all 
Domestic Appliance Repairs
Sales of new & re-conditioned 
machines, all with free delivery 

& connections
Established 1964

Scooters from £295
Adjustable Beds from £595
• Wheelchairs, bath 

lifts & stair lifts

Lift Recline Chairs from £495
M.V. MOBILITY
M O B I L E  S H O W R O O M

• Service & Repair at your home

Part exchange welcome

01388 311729
Est 2003

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on: 01388 326050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	someone	to	
come out and do a small job?

◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

success of its Business 
Energy Efficiency Project 
(BEEP). Supported by 
the European Regional 
Development Fund, the 
programme has helped 
200 local businesses 
to improve their energy 
performance and save 
money. It is hoped addi-
tional grants can be 
secured to fund a BEEP 2 
project.

Cllr John Clare, the 
council’s climate change 
champion, said: “In Feb-
ruary, we declared a cli-
mate emergency and set 
ourselves a target to be 
carbon neutral by 2050. 
This funding will help us 
to meet that target and we 
are delighted to be a part 

of this project.
“It can be difficult for 

SMEs to know how to 
reduce their carbon 
emissions. This project 
encourages businesses 
and energy experts to 
work together to explore 
methods that will not 
only benefit our planet 
but increase profits by 
reducing production and 
running costs.” 

Interreg Europe helps 
regional and local govern-
ments across Europe to 
develop and deliver better 
policy. To find out more, 
visit www.interregeurope.
eu/ 

To find out more about 
BEEP, visit www.durham.
gov.uk/beep. 

COUNTY DURHAM busi-
nesses will be able to 
access support to reduce 
their carbon footprint and 
save money thanks to a 
£1.5 million funding pot.

Durham County Coun-
cil has been accepted as 
part of Interreg Europe’s 
SME Power, a European 
Union-funded project that 
helps small and medium 
sized businesses (SMEs) 
change their energy 
behaviour, reduce opera-
tional costs and cut car-
bon emissions.

The council is to receive 
£160,000 from the fund, 
which supports projects 
running from now until 
July 2022.

It will see environmen-

tal experts from across 
Europe work with SMEs 
to help them develop 
projects such as energy 
audits and monitoring; 
developing more energy 
efficient products; build-
ing refurbishment; and 
more innovative pro-
cesses. 

SME Power is being 
co-ordinated by the 
Resources Recovery 
Regional Agency of Tus-
cany. It includes an advi-
sory partner from Ger-
many and partners from 
regions in Slovenia, Spain, 
Ireland, Finland and the 
United Kingdom.

The council has been 
welcomed into the 
scheme because of the 

FUNDING TO HELP CUT CARBON EMISSIONS
From the left: Durham County Council officers Nadia Wetherell, Stephen Beresford, Helen Grayshan, Maggie Bosanquet, Dorothy Gibson 
and Ros Farrow, who helped secure the funding.
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Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Neil Bage
Bespoke Fitted Kitchens & Bedrooms

Complete manufacturing, design 
& installation service

Made to measure home offices

I n t e r i o r s

Visit our Showroom at Units 5 & 6, Tudhoe Ind Est, 
Spennymoor, Tel: 01388 819890 / 07966 478591

www.neilbagekitchens.co.uk

S CRABTREE

Digi Aerials
Free Sat

DAB Radio
Telephone

0797 997 1541

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 01740 651350   Mobile: 0777 4704739
1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

07964 435 385 or 
01388 227 686

All aspects of plastering 
undertaken, including
re-skims to rendering.
• FREE Call Out
• Competitive Rates  
• No Job Too Small

Call Stephen on:

The original concept, 
called  Message in a Bot-
tle Chandelier was by art-
ist, Thadian Pilai.

Residents can take part 
in two ways. Firstly by 
donating plastic bottles. 

“Please bring in your 
plastic bottles to help us 
make this artwork,” said a 
spokesperson. “We need 
clean big two or one litre 
bottle and smaller 500ml 
fizzy pop or water bottles. 

“No milk cartons or 
smoothie bottles, please.”

Secondly, people can 
get involved in the crea-

tion of the Bottle Festoon.
“We will be holding the 

workshop and bottle col-
lection on Friday 23rd 
August from 2-4pm,” 
added the spokesperson.

Anyone interested can 
contact a member of the 
library for more infor-
mation about getting 
involved.

This project first took 
place for Lumiere Durham 
in 2009 and returned for 
Lumiere London 2018, 
appearing in King’s Cross, 
Mayfair, South Bank and 
Waterloo.

WITH DURHAM City’s 
Lumiere light festival 
looming, Spennymoor 
Library is inviting people 
to take part in its Bottle 
Festoon workshop to help 
make a light installation 
for the festival from recy-
cled materials. 

Bottle Festoon is a 
collection of glittering, 
icicle-like chandeliers 
made from white or green 
plastic bottle. It is an eco-
friendly artwork made by 
County Durham residents 
turning everyday waste 
into art. 

JOIN THE BOTTLE FESTOON  
WORKSHOP AT SPENNYMOOR LIBRARY

The spectacular chandeliers are made from recycled bottles.

VALLEY WROUGHT IRON
HIGH QUALITY GATES, WALL RAILING 
& GARDEN FENCES
Free Estimates & Advice
Experienced Tradesmen
Freindly, Reliable, Fast Service

Contact Stephen on 07976 554 046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
Web: www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

At the first coffee morn-
ing,  tea, coffee, biscuits 
and snacks will be availa-
ble free to attendees.  

Team Solan will also be 
happy to take drop off 
donations of clothes, bric-
a-brac etc, rather than res-
idents needing to travel to 
the High Street boutique.  

Details will be available 
of how to join Team Solan 
and how to volunteer and 
involve others.

Supporting services on 
show will include therapy 

treatments, a wig bank, 
and leisure, social and 
educational activities 
targeted at promoting 
friendships and social 
inclusion.

“St David’s Church 
Hall in  Tudhoe already 
supports a range of 
events including dance, 
playgroups, yoga, keep 
fit, mother & toddlers, 
Zumba, baby group and 
the history society, so it’s 
a great location to try to 
raise awareness of Team 
Solan’s activities,” added 
the spokesperson.

FROM PAGE 1

TEAM SOLAN COFFEE MORNING

WITH TWO weeks left in 
the month, there are still 
plenty of activities tak-
ing place at Spennymoor 
Library for children and 
adults alike.

On Thursday 22nd at 
10.30am, Over 4’s Crafts 
will be exploring The Solar 
System.

On Friday 23rd, from 
2pm - 4.30pm, people can 
take part in the Lumiere 
Bottle Festoon Workshop 
(see article, left, for more 
information).

On Thursday 29th at 
10.30am, readers who 
have completed the Sum-
mer Reading Challenge 
will enjoy a Big Bang Sci-
ence Party. This activity is 
by invite only.

On Friday 30th, from 
2pm until 4.30pm it will 
be the turn of the Adult 
Crafting group to get their 
creative caps on. 

Most activities are free.
For more information,  

ask at the library desk or 
telephone 03000 26953.

AUGUST ACTIVITIES AT 
SPENNYMOOR LIBRARY
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent F amily F uneral D irectors

Charles Street, Spennymoor, DL16 7LG
 Tel: 01388 420276  Web: www.GFS.uk.com

24 hour personal service, 
We are here for you day or night

Private Chapels of Rest

Our own Mercedes Benz Funeral Fleets
Ask us about our personalised 
pre-payment Funeral Plans

We also have Chapels in Linden Road, Ferryhill (01740 650558) 
& Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe (01325 319519)

Chilton Community
SportS & SoCial Club

Saturday 7th September
MacMillan Cancer Support Charity Night 

BRENDA COLLINS (Comedy / Vocalist) 

JON CORBETT & REBECCA SIAN 

TICKETS £6 available from Club

R W LANDSCAPES
Grass cutting from £10
All  garden maintenance
Patios,  Drives,  Fencing

Power Cleaning
Tel Robert: 07841 395 743

Locally Based
rober twatson2018@gmail.com

No matter how life changes 
No matter what we do 

A special place within our 
hearts will always be there 

for you.
We miss you Vicky, more 

than anyone knows.

In loving memory of

(Nee Yarrow)
Died 14th August 2011

Never forgotten,
Your loving family

Vicky Miller

In Memoriam

CORNER 
ELECTRICS

For all your Electrical Needs

No Job Too Small
FREE QUOTATIONS
Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01740 238944
Mob: 07725 205172

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Need to contact Spennymoor 
News about a Classified?
T: 01388 775 896
E: spenny@swd.news

Ferryhill Roofing    
        Contractors

For all types of roofing, including flat roofing, 
guttering, facias & soffits 

Free Estimates - Over 35 years working locally
Call Trev on

01388 420152 or 07887 886558

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Wednesday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(20 minutes free)

33 Cheapside, Spennymoor 
Co. Durham, DL16 6QF

Call: 01388 815317
spennymoor@evansco.co.uk

in interactive demonstra-
tions in areas such as; Art 
& Design; Photography; 
Cookery; Hair and Beauty; 
Nail Art.”

There will also be an 
interactive exhibition 
by the Durham Amateur 
Trust about Bishop Auck-
land FCs ‘Road to Wemb-
ley’. 

As the name suggests, 
the college opened orig-
inally as a technical and 
training facility to provide 
courses for adults. It has 
grown from 250 part time 
adult students in 1950/51 
to over 3,000 in 2018/19.

“Adult training for 
careers, life and leisure 
continues to be a huge 
part of what we do,” con-
tinued the spokesperson. 
“Since 2014 we have also 
offered a range of engi-
neering and plumbing 
courses at South West 
Durham Training (SWDT) 
in Newton Aycliffe who 

are now part of the Bishop 
Auckland College Group. 

 “You can study a wide 
range of subjects from 
beginners or interest level 
right up to university level 
courses, right on your 
doorstep. There is lots of 
free parking, easy access 
and a nursery on site 
open to students and the 
general public. 

“The primary aim in life 
of our staff is to do their 
very best for you to help 
you become the very best, 
most successful version 
of you that you can be. It’s 
important to remember 
that learning is also fun!

“A new adult part time 
guide is now available and 
will be distributed with the 
next edition of The Bishop 
Press. Please browse 
through those pages and 
come and talk to us about 
what we have to offer or 
visit our website bacoll.
ac.uk.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND Col-
lege first opened as the 
Technical Institute in the 
Old Railway Offices in 
Bishop Auckland in 1950, 
before moving to Wood-
house Lane as the Techni-
cal College in 1958 where 
it has been transforming 
lives ever since, and this 
academic year the col-
lege celebrated its 60th 
year based on the current 
campus.  

As part of Bishop Auck-
land’s Heritage Festival 
2019, the college will be 
hosting a ‘60 Years of 
Learning’ exhibition on 
Saturday 14th Septem-
ber, between 10am and 
3pm, featuring Techni-
cally Speaking; a ciné-
film looking back at the 
college from 1967 with 
former college lecturer 
George W Brown. 

A spokesperson said: 
“Come along, see the 
exhibition and take part 

CELEBRATING OVER 60 
YEARS OF LEARNING

A Bishop Auckland College Classroom in the 1950s.

ADVERTORIAL

@spennymoornews
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A Blooming Great Competition 
Spennymoor Town Council would like to invite children from the Spennymoor area to get creative 
and design a floral display for the flower bed shown below. The display is to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of  Victory in Europe (VE) Day— end of  World War 2. 

If you are not able to attend the above workshop you can still submit an entry. Entry forms are available from 
Reception at Spennymoor Town Hall and the competition closes on Friday 30th August 2019. 

The winner will be invited to the Town show on Saturday 7th September 2019 where they will be presented 
with a certificate and  photographed for a news article.  The winning design will be planted in October 2019. 

A workshop day will be held in Jubilee Park’s Bowls Pavilion on Tuesday 20th August 
from 10am to 2pm 

Children are invited to attend with their parents/carers to create their design. 

Refreshments, including heathy snacks, will be provided. 

Bodytech automotive ltd
Class 4 & 7 MOTs
Servicing & Repairs
Timing Belts, Clutches
Diagnostics & Air Conditioning
Laser 4 Wheel Alignment

All Cars & Vans up to 3,500kg

Bodyshop with Class A Spray Oven for all vehicle 
and motorbike repairs & re-sprays

01388 811611  |  bodytechworkshop@outlook.com
Compound 18, Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor DL16 6TL

CHANGES TO council tax 
charges in County Dur-
ham are being consid-
ered as a way of helping 
to bring long-term empty 
homes back into use.

Durham County Coun-
cil is asking residents for 
their views on propos-
als to revise its policy on 
council tax charges for 
long-term empty proper-
ties, as part of its work 
to improve housing and 
tackle homelessness.

At present, a council tax 
premium of 50 per cent 
is charged on long-term 
empty properties, which is 
the term used to describe 
homes that have been 
unoccupied and unfur-
nished for more than two 
years.

However, the council is 
consulting over potential 
increases to the premium 
for properties that have 
been empty between two 
and five years to a maxi-
mum of 100 per cent. 

This is in line with new 
national government 
guidelines. 

It is also considering a 
potential premium of up 
to 200 per cent for proper-
ties that have been unoc-
cupied and unfurnished 
for more than five years.

The premium is designed 
to provide a financial dis-
incentive for absent land-
lords to retain long-term 
empty properties. It also 
aims to encourage the 
owners to either sell or 
rent these properties to 
help meet housing needs.

Cllr Alan Napier, Deputy 
Leader of Durham County 
Council and Cabinet 
member for resources, 
said: “The government 
has provided legislation to 
help deal with long-term 
empty properties. 

“The policy is designed 
to motivate owners to 
bring these homes back 
into use, which will boost 
the supply of affordable 
properties available to 
rent in the county.

“However, it is important 
that we seek views on the 
potential impact of the 
changes. 

“The feedback we 
receive during the consul-
tation will be fully consid-
ered when making final 
decisions on the empty 
property premium.”

Cllr Kevin Shaw, Durham 
County Council’s Cabi-
net member for strategic 
housing and assets, said: 
“This consultation links in 
very closely with our new 
housing and homeless-
ness strategies by meet-
ing one of our key aims 
and objectives, which is 
to tackle the number of 
long-term empty proper-
ties and bring them back 
into use.

“By doing so we not 
only increase the availa-
ble supply of accommo-
dation for those who are 
homeless or threatened 
with homelessness, but 
we will also improve our 
communities to the bene-
fit us all.” 

The consultation runs 
until Sunday, 6th October. 
To take part, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/consulta-
tion.

EMPTY HOMES COUNCIL TAX 
CONSULTATION LAUNCHED

ARE YOU a fan of the 60’s 
and 70’s? Enjoy a good 
night out? Like to help a 
local charity?

If the above applies to 
you then a night of live 
entertainment at Tudhoe 
Victory Club is just the 
thing to keep you enter-
tained. 

Travelin’ Band will be 
the feature act on Thurs-
day 26th September from 
7.30pm with all proceeds 
going to help Blind Life in 
Durham, a local charity 
for the blind and visually 
impaired.

Tickets for the evening 

cost only £7.50 and 
include a pie and pea sup-
per. A raffle will also be 
held.

“Help us by taking a 
‘blind bit of notice’ and 
bring along a friend – 
we’re a friendly bunch,” 
said a spokesperson. 

Tickets are available 
at the club or by calling 
01388 763501 or email 
blindlifeindurham@gmail.
com .

“To enable us to con-
firm numbers for pie and 
peas please book as soon 
as possible,” added the 
spokesperson.

BLIND LIFE CHARITY NIGHT 
AT TUDHOE VICTORY CLUB
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ClassicClassicClassic   

PIZZAPIZZAPIZZA   
Buy any pizza and get a same size Margarita pizza for only 49pBuy any pizza and get a same size Margarita pizza for only 49pBuy any pizza and get a same size Margarita pizza for only 49p   

   

   
Classic pizza Spennymoor opposite the town HallClassic pizza Spennymoor opposite the town HallClassic pizza Spennymoor opposite the town Hall   

   
                                    Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422   

T & C ;T & C ;T & C ;   
Must ask when ordering, exclude XL, not valid on web or with any other offer or deal  

Margarita pizza 49pMargarita pizza 49p  

Fox and Hounds
Live entertainment every SATURDAY with  

a live band 1st Saturday of the month
Meals served every day, except Mondays 

SUNDAY LUNCH 12 noon - 3pm
We now do takeaway and deliveries on justeat.co.uk  

or call 07917 392300
Karaoke every FRIDAY and SUNDAY

Games night every WEDNESDAY with Jackpot prizes

Cameron Terrace, Kirk Merrington DL16 7JS

Search for Brooklyn White
This is a shot in the dark, but I would be over the moon 
to re-connect with a former entertainer from your area 
whom I haven’t seen since I emigrated to Australia in 
1974.
His stage name is Brooklyn White (pictured) and his real 
name is Brooklyn Mark Morris.
To be reunited after so long would be fantastic. 
In anticipation, thank you.

Alan Law 
(Former manager, born Wigan and operated from my 

Theatrical Agency in St Helens)

Letters to the Editor...
Email: spenny@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Spennymoor News, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

BOILER SERVICING
INSTALLATION

 & REPAIRS
We do small 

plumbing jobs too! 

Ferryhill Based

Tel Paul on 
07967 679 998

are available from £3.60 at 
Spennymoor Leisure Cen-
tre, Newton Aycliffe Lei-
sure Centre and Teesdale 
Leisure Centre. 

Holiday pool timetables 
mean there is more time 
for swimming pool fun 
sessions. Suitable for all 
ages the family sessions 
featuring rafts and floats 
are a great way to keep the 
whole family entertained. 
For little ones aged up to 
eight-years-old sessions 
take place in the small pool 
and for older children in the 
main pool. The sessions 
are available at all leisure 
centres with a pool. Normal 
admission charges apply.

Disney fans can blast 
off with Buzz, Woody and 
friends with Toy Story 
themed swimming ses-
sions, inspired by the magic 
of Disney storytelling. Each 
session will feature a host 
of much-loved characters 
and ten fun-packed activ-
ities perfect for the whole 
family, from the Alien crane 
game to Jessie’s Lasso 
fun. Suitable for children 
aged three to 11 the ses-
sions cost £4 for one adult 
and one child and any addi-

tional children pay £1 each. 
They are available at The 
Louisa Centre at Stanley 
and Spennymoor Leisure 
Centre.

Young people aged 
between two and six can 
join Brock the Badger and 
his friends for Ready, Sett, 
Splash sessions, which 
include 30 minutes of 
instructor-led fun and 30 
minutes of free play. The 
sessions are available at 
Newton Aycliffe Leisure 
Centre and Woodhouse 
Close Leisure Complex. 
They cost £4for one adult 
and one child and any addi-
tional children pay £1 each.

Older children, aged 
from eight to 14, can take 
on pool based inflatable 
challenges to see who can 
make it to the other side 
without getting wet. Avail-
able at Chester-le-Street 
Leisure Centre, The Louisa 
Centre, Newton Aycliffe 
Leisure Centre, Teesdale 
Leisure Centre, and Wood-
house Close Leisure Com-
plex. Normal admission 
charges apply. 

For more information 
visit https://www.durham.
gov.uk/leisurecentres 

THOSE LOOKING for 
splash-tastic activities to 
keep kids entertained this 
summer need to look no 
further than their local lei-
sure centre.

There are plenty of activ-
ities on offer at Durham 
County Council leisure 
centres this August - from 
snorkelling to learning to 
swim there is something 
for every child to enjoy.

Swimming crash courses 
and skill improvement ses-
sions help children build 
their confidence in the 
pool. Children will take part 
in a week of swimming les-
sons focused on develop-
ing their swimming skills 
and stroke techniques. The 
courses cost £23 per week 
and are available at Ches-
ter-le-Street Leisure Cen-
tre, Consett Leisure Centre, 
The Louisa Centre at Stan-
ley, Newton Aycliffe Leisure 
Centre, Teesdale Leisure 
Centre and Woodhouse 
Close Leisure Complex.

For children interested 
in discovering what is 
beneath the water, fin and 
snorkelling sessions teach 
the basics of swimming 
with fins and snorkels and 

DIVE INTO FUN THIS SUMMER
A group taking part in a Ready, Sett, Splash session at Chester-le-Street Leisure Centre. 
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gold
anniversary
all-new

pack

plus

FREE
membership*

*when you buy a 12-week 
Countdown 23rd Dec 2018 

to 19th Jan 2019

withSlimming World

slimmingworld.co.uk 0344 897 8000

be delicious!
MONDAY 

5:30 & 7:30pm
Middlestone Moor
Community Centre

Claire 07779 107274

TUESDAY 
5:30pm 7:30pm

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith 07973 460919

THURSDAY 
3:30pm, 5:30pm & 7:30pm

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre 

Davina 07920 859665

WEDNESDAY 
9:30am 11:30am

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith 07973 460919

WEDNESDAY 
 5:30pm 

Middlestone Moor
Community Centre
Zoe 07760 226278

FRIDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre

Claire 07779 107274

SATURDAY 
8:30am & 10:30am

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre

Zoe 07760 226278            

For 
self-employed 

career 
opportunities 

Contact 
Davina 

 

07920 859 665

TUESDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am
Middlestone Moor
Community Centre

Claire 07779 107274

The Penny Gill
SPEN NYMOOR’S 

MAJOR ROCK VENUE

17 CHEAPSIDE, SPENNY

Sunday 18th August
THE ROGUES

Friday 23rd August
ON THE ROCKS

Sunday 25th August
GAV COULSON BAND

Friday 30th August
BARKING BILLY &

THE SCRAPYARD DOGS

MEMBERS OF the public 
are being invited to play 
a key role in making rec-
ommendations on how 
much councillors should 
be paid in allowances.

Durham County Council 
is seeking people to sit on 
its Independent Remuner-
ation Panel.

The panel, which 
includes up to seven 
independent members, 
is responsible for making 
recommendations to full 
council on:
• The basic allowance 

paid to all 126 members 
of the council;

• Special responsibil-
ity allowances for the 
Leader, Deputy Leader, 
Cabinet members and 
other members with addi-
tional responsibilities;

• Travel allowances.
Members of the panel 

serve for five years and 
are required to attend two 
or three meetings in Dur-
ham City each year.

Applicants should be 
completely independent of 
the council, well qualified 
to discharge the functions 

of the panel and represent-
ative of County Durham’s 
diverse communities.

Successful candidates 
will receive an induction 
and other appropriate 
training and will be able 
to claim reasonable travel 
expenses.

The closing date for 
applications is Friday, 
23rd August.

For more informa-
tion about members’ 
expenses, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/councillo-
rexpenses. For a copy of 
the application pack, call 
03000 269 702 or email 
ian.croft@durham.gov.uk.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP 
SET COUNCILLORS’ ALLOWANCESTHOUSANDS OF young-

sters are set to benefit 
from a £150,000 funding 
pot aimed at combatting 
holiday hunger when chil-
dren are not at school.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Poverty Action Steer-
ing Group has been allo-
cated the money from 
the Government’s New 
Burdens Funding scheme 
for holiday activities with 
food from now until Sep-
tember 2020.

Building on work already 
underway across the 
county, £140,000 will 
be divided between the 
council’s 14 area action 
partnerships (AAPs). 

This will then be allo-
cated to schemes that 
provide opportunities for 
youngsters and families 
to socialise, be active 
and learn new skills, 
while tucking into healthy 
meals and snacks.

The remaining £10,000 
will be made available for 
countywide projects led 
by the VCS Alliance, the 
council’s One Point Think 
Family, culture and sport, 
and education and skills 

services and NHS Harro-
gate; and District Founda-
tion Trust’s health visiting 
and school nursing teams.

The school holidays 
can be a challenging time 
for many families, with 
increased costs, child-
care difficulties and no 
access to free school 
meals resulting in some 
youngsters going hungry.

The impact for children 
living in poverty returning 
after the school holiday 
has also been shown to 
be detrimental to educa-
tional attainment, health 
and wellbeing. 

In County Durham, 
approximately 21,000 
children (24 per cent) live 
in poverty, and 18 per cent 
live in low-income house-
holds.

The Holiday Activities 
with Food group is part of 
the council’s Child Poverty 
Working Group and aims 
to eradicate child poverty 
in County Durham. It will 
work with the AAPs and 
other local partners to 
ensure the new activities 
not only meet each com-
munity’s need but leave a 

lasting legacy.
This will be achieved by 

incorporating the follow-
ing key themes:
• Healthy eating – serv-

ing tasty and nutritious 
food, sharing simple, 
affordable recipes and 
support on budgeting;

• Benefits of physical 
activity – encouraging 
the daily mile and pro-
moting the use of walk-
ing and cycling routes;

• Financial wellbeing – 
access to information 
about fuel poverty, ben-
efits and welfare checks 
and opportunities to 
sign up to credit unions;

• Parent/carer support – 
access to information 
on what help is available;

• Adult learning – access 
to information about 
local courses.
The funding will be 

allocated to enhance 
existing or planned pro-
jects during the summer, 
Easter, Christmas and 
half-term holidays up 
until September 2020 and 
will go through a robust 
appraisal and monitoring 
process. 

FUNDING TO HELP COMBAT HOLIDAY HUNGER



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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15 Tudhoe Industrial Estate
Spennymoor, DL16 6TL 

Tel: 01388 817691

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 8.30am-2pm

3D FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
SYSTEM NOW AVAILABLE

CAR TYRES - COMMERCIAL TYRES - REPAIRS 
BALANCING - WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

MOBILE FITTING - FLEET MANAGEMENT

Cooper’s MOTs
Classes 4 - 7

Cars - 4x4s - Pick-ups - Vans up to 3500kg
Servicing & Repairs - Laser Tracking

Vehicle Welding Clutches - Brakes - Exhausts
Compound 5 Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Tel: 01388 818800

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

Garden Cutz
• PATIO CONSTRUCTION.
• FENCING.
• ROTARY CLEANING  
& SEALING OF PATIOS,    
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS.

• GROUND CARE & 
MAINTENANCE
Free no obligation quotation 

or advice, please call
01388 812886 or 07967 431821

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on: M: 07882 233 219  Tel: 01740 474 045

NC PLUMBING SERVICES
All plumbing requirements undertaken, 

from a drip to a full bathroom refit.
Complete Bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full Power Flush Service

Central heating problems repaired
No job too small

Teams will be mixed if 
groups or individuals hav-
en’t already got the maxi-
mum of 6 players in their 
team.

The tournament struc-
ture will be a Softball Tour-
nament for Kids (both 
boys & girls) aged  6-8 
years which will comprise 
of 6v6 softball games. 
There will be 6 overs per 
innings with each player 
bowling 1 over (6 balls).

Players will bat in pairs 
for 2 overs.

The Ladies Softball 
Tournament is open to 
any age and the format is 
the same.

The winners of the Kids 

tournament will then play 
the winners of Ladies 
tournament in the Softball 
Champions Cup with the 
rules the same as above.

There will also be the 
Tudhoe Cup, which will 
be played between Dads 
v Lads. 

The age range for lads is 
9 years and over and the 
rules will be determined 
on the day by how many 
Dads and  Lads register.

“We hope to see you all 
there and everybody is 
welcome to get involved,” 
said a spokesperson.

It should also be noted 
that the festival is weather 
dependent.

TUDHOE CRICKET Club 
is inviting the community 
to attend its free Commu-
nity Cricket Festival at the  
Cricket Club on Sunday 
1st September.

Various softball tourna-
ments have been organ-
ised for kids, ladies and 
also dads.

In addition there will 
be many other activities 
available throughout the 
day, including a bar-be-
que, raffle, bingo, music 
and a Prosecco and Bot-
tle Bar.

Team and Player reg-
istration is at 1pm with 
tournaments starting at 
1:30pm.

COMMUNITY CRICKET FESTIVAL 
AT TUDHOE CRICKET CLUB

The Festival at Tudhoe Cricket Club will be weather dependent. 

A FAMILY of Spennymoor 
Thai boxers has returned 
from the World Kickbox-
ing Organisation’s World 
Championships with a 
haul of medals. 

Sonny Sowerby, (14 
years old), Brooks sow-
erby (13 years old) and 
Konniegrace Sowerby (12 
years old) competed in 
several categories at the 
WKO Open World Champi-
onships in Barnsley over 
the weekend of Friday 
26th to Sunday 28th July.

Over the three days they 
competed in Thai Boxing 
and K1 events, collecting 
seven gold medals, three 
silver and one bronze 
between them.

Sonny displayed his 

SIBLINGS STRIKE GOLD AT 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Sonny, Brooks and Konniegrace Sowerby are a family of world 
champions in Thai Boxing. 

prowess by being  moved 
up  in the four-man tour-
nament to the 15-16 year 
old category and was 
outstanding, winning the 
gold medal. 

Head coach of Wolf Thai 
Boxing in Spennymoor, 
Michael Ellison said: “All 
three were amazing and 
fought well with the gym 
coming 12th in the overall 
standing. Brooks came 
5th in the overall student 
medals, winning four gold 
which is an incredible 
achievement.”

Anyone interested in the  
sport can go along to the 
gym at Unit 34, Enterprise 
City, any day of the week. 
For more information call 
Michael on 07976 596634.


