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NEW ROAD signs welcom-
ing visitors into Bishop 
Auckland now announce 
the town’s status as a 
WorldHost Destination.

The signs celebrate the 
landmark achievement of 
becoming the first town in 
the region to achieve the 
prestigious award. 

Bishop Auckland was 
awarded WorldHost Rec-
ognised Destination sta-
tus following a training 
initiative delivered by The 
Auckland Project and Dur-

ham County Council. 
The signs were funded 

by Cllr Joy Allen, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, culture and tourism 
with Cllr John Lethbridge 
and Cllr Tucker, both 
representatives for the 
Woodhouse Close divi-
sion, who pooled their 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership (AAP) Neighbour-
hood Budgets.

An internationally 

renowned programme, 
WorldHost aims to raise 
excellence in customer 
service, and is used for 
world stage events includ-
ing the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.

To attain the accolade, 
286 employees from 
22 local businesses in 
Bishop Auckland com-
pleted a training course, 
gaining new skills to 
deliver a warm and 
friendly welcome to all 

visitors. 
Cllr Allen, who has also 

completed the training 
herself, said: “It was a real 
coup for the county to 
secure the first WorldHost 
destination accolade 
in the region, and these 
new road signs highlight 
this tremendous achieve-
ment. I hope that other 
towns and villages now 
want to emulate Bishop 
Auckland’s success.  

WORLD CLASS WELCOME FOR BISHOP VISITORS
Cllrs Tanya Tucker, Joy Allen and John Lethbridge with WordHost trained staff and supporting organisations.

“BACKPACKERS” IS the 
theme for this year’s Holi-
day Club run by the Bishop 
Auckland Fellowship 
of Christian Churches 
in partnership with the 
Auckland Project.  

Over the last few years 
the holiday club, which 
runs during the week of 
Monday 5th August to Fri-
day 9th August, between 
2pm and 5pm, has proved 
very popular, with 50 chil-
dren joining together each 
day for fun, friendship and 
food.

BOOKING 
AVAILABLE ON 
POPULAR CHURCH 
HOLIDAY CLUB 

“Call 07783 946 
968 to book

The club is held at 
Bishop Auckland Method-
ist Church, with children 
of secondary school age 
spending some of each 
day at Bishop Auckland 
Baptist Church.  

The cost for the full 
week is £5 for one child, 
£8 for two siblings and 
£10 for three siblings.

To book your child a 
place, contact Jenny Prior 
at Bishop Auckland Meth-
odist Church to request a 
booking form by emailing 
bascircuitoffice@gmail.com 
or calling  07783 946968.

Alternatively download 
a booking form from the 
website at basmethodist 
circuit.org.uk.
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to such an extent that 
newly quarried stone had 
to be found. A specialist 
geologist was consulted 
to find the closest possi-
ble match, which proved 
to be Ladycross Quarry in 
Northumberland. 

Traditional construction 
methods were also used in 
the joinery needed to con-
struct a new roof and first 
floor, windows and doors, 
which were all crafted 
from British green oak. 

All of the work was done 
with expert advice from 
Historic England, Durham 
County Council and The 
Auckland Project’s spe-
cialists.

David Farrington, Her-
itage at Risk Surveyor at 
Historic England, said: 
“Seeing the steady trans-
formation of this centu-
ries-old tower, thanks to 
the efforts of a dedicated 
team of specialists, has 
been wonderful. 

“We are pleased to have 
supported the project 
through grant funding 

and advice as part of the 
Bishop Auckland Heritage 
Action Zone. 

“The tower has been in a 
very fragile state for some 
time and its restoration at 
the hands of some incred-
ibly enthusiastic people 
shows how heritage can 
bring people together to 
create something unique 
that future generations will 
be able to use and enjoy.”

Liz Dollimore, Head of 
Learning at The Auckland 
Project, said: “It’s been 
fantastic to see the Tower 
brought back to life and be 
able to see our volunteers 
really gain in skills and 
development.” 

The West Mural Tower 
will be used to host part 
of The Auckland Project’s 
Learning and Engagement 
programme and will open 
alongside Auckland Cas-
tle later this year. 

For more information, 
visit aucklandproject.org 
or follow the Project on 
Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter.  

A TEAM of volunteers 
is celebrating bringing 
a centuries-old building 
back from the brink.

Extensive conservation 
work has saved Bishop 
Auckland’s historic West 
Mural Tower, safeguard-
ing it for future genera-
tions as part of The Auck-
land Project’s mission to 
revitalise the town. 

The transformation has 
been funded primarily by 
The Auckland Project, 
with a £50,000 grant from 
Historic England as part 
of the Bishop Auckland 
Heritage Action Zone 
scheme and £5,000 from 
the Architectural Heritage 
Fund.

The Auckland Project 
hosted a special event to 
mark completion of the 
works. A time capsule, 
created in partnership 
with young pupils from 
Cockton Hill Primary 
School, was buried at the 
site containing a newspa-
per, a set of 2019 coins 
and details of the conser-

vation and research work 
carried out. 

West Mural Tower sits in 
the grounds of 900-year-
old Auckland Castle. Its 
original purpose remains 
a mystery, but it may have 
been built as a semi-de-
fensive gatehouse for the 
site, possibly in the 15th 
century. In recent years 
the tower had fallen into 
a state of disrepair, with 
rotten roof timbers and 
unstable walls, which led 
to its inclusion on Historic 
England’s “Heritage at 
Risk” register. 

The Auckland Project’s 
volunteers joined Tyne 
Valley-based specialist 
building contractors, Her-
itage Consolidation, to 
carry out a six-month res-
toration programme. 

This included careful dis-
mantling of the stonework 
from unstable walls and 
reusing as much stone 
as possible to rebuild the 
structure. 

However, in some areas, 
the masonry had eroded 

CONSERVATION SAVES HISTORIC BUILDING
Children from Cockton Hill Primary School install the time capsule in the walls of the newly restored West Mural Tower. Photo: Jamie Sproates.
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choice but it get to the 
summit and knowing the 
children were doing their 
sponsored walk was good 
motivation for actually 
getting through the tough 
bits and getting up there. 

“It felt amazing to have 
done it and to have done 
something for such a 
great school at the same 
time made it that bit more 
special.

“Christina and I would 
like to thank family and 
friends from home and 
abroad, work colleagues 
and complete strangers 
who have kindly spon-
sored this great cause. 

“Your generosity has 

been amazing.”
Madeleine Brown, Head-

teacher at the school, said: 
“What an amazing achieve-
ment. Big congratulations 
to the both of them. 

“All the children were 
following their progress 
and completed their own 
sponsored trek in school. 

“It’s been fantastic and 
we are so grateful this 
lovely couple are support-
ing our school.”

You can donate to Ste-
phen and Christina’s just-
giving page until Wednes-
day 31st July by visiting 
the fund raising site and 
searching for  “friends of 
St Joseph’s”.

A SHILDON couple have 
flown the flag for primary 
school children at the 
summit of Kilimanjaro – 
and helped raise £1,620 
at the same time.

Stephen and Christina 
Alderson, 32 and 30, had 
a special flag made for 
children and parents of St 
Joseph’s RCVA Primary to 
sign before their ascent 
and flew it at the summit.

The couple are work-
ing with the school to 
raise £10,000 for a much 
needed defibrillator, 
improved outdoor play 
area and reading den.

Stephen explained his 
nephew, Olly Scott, aged 
eight, is at the school and 
he is a former St Joseph’s 
pupil himself.

He said: “Olly was 
really into it, telling all 
his friends. The children 
collectively walked the 
length of it too at school 
- so we really had no 

FLYING THE FLAG FOR ST JOSEPH’S
Stephen and Christina Alderson with St Joseph’s flag on Kilimanjaro.

MAYOR OF Bishop Auck-
land, Cllr Joy Allen, joined 
Eden House Care Home, 
on Cockton Hill Road for 
a day filled with canapés, 
cakes and quality art to 
celebrate the seventh 
annual Care Home Open 
Day. 

Care Home Open Day is 
a national event that gives 
local people the opportu-
nity to learn more about 
the care services at the 
heart of their community. 

This year’s theme was 
‘Celebrating Art in Care,’ 
with HC-One launching a 
national Art Competition 
to encourage residents, 
their loved ones, col-
leagues and neighbours 
to unleash their creativ-
ity and design their own 
masterpiece. 

The sun was shining, 
as residents, guests and 
members of the team 
gathered in the garden 
for their delicious after-
noon tea with homemade 
sweet treats and refresh-
ments. 

The home also hosted 
their own art exhibition 
and a local doctor visited 

EDEN HOUSE OPEN DOORS 
FOR CARE HOME OPEN DAY

Elizabeth Towns, left, and Margaret Cresswell enjoy the sun at 
Eden House’s open day.

to judge the entries.
Eden House Home Man-

ager, Emma Wade, said: 
“What an amazing day, 
thank you to my wonder-
ful colleagues for helping 
to create such a memo-
rable event and a special 
thank you the Mayor and 
our lovely guests for com-
ing along to support our 
home.”

HC-One Regional Direc-
tor, Tracy Dixon com-
mented: “At HC-One, we 
open our doors to friends, 
family, neighbours and 
local people regularly to 
offer kindness and sup-
port, and most impor-
tantly, to enrich the lives 
of our residents. 

“Care Home Open Day 
is a great opportunity for 
HC-One to continue to 
strengthen our ties with 
the local communities 
around our homes.”

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

THE NEXT Bishop Auck-
land Town Team event will 
be a Vintage and Classic 
Car Show taking place on 
Sunday, 14th July from 
10am till 3pm in Bishop 

Auckland Market Place.
There will be around 40 

vintage and classic cars 
on display supplied by 
Classic and Retro Events.

The day will also include 
live music from The Tess 
Valley Jazzmen.

CLASSIC CAR SHOW RETURNS
TO LET

TEL: 07725 310 971

2 bed flats
Cockton Hill area 

2 & 3 bed flats
St Helen’s

All in good order 
from £75 pw
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• Data Recovery
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DIY & Fixed Price Legal Services
Not married and living with someone?  Standard Double Will £150

Four Clocks Centre, 5th and 12th June
12 noon Free Information Drop in

12.30pm Free talk about 
Wills - An Introduction 
Booking advisable for the talk

DIY & Fixed Price Legal Services  
While You Wait

Appointments including 
evenings and weekends

16 Tenters Street,  
Bishop Auckland, DL14 6JJ

07920 094804    
www.blosslegalservices.co.uk

Lasting Powers of Attorney 
£100 each 

Wills from £50
Court of Protection 
Applications £300

served buildings.
A new excavation at 

the north east gate of 
the fort will also be open 
to visitors, providing an 
opportunity to see some 
of the recently excavated 
objects found on site.

Dr David Mason, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
principal archaeologist, 
said: “With so much to 
keep the whole family 
entertained, our annual 
Roman weekend always 
proves extremely popular.

“Visitors can take a 
closer look at some gen-
uine Roman items found 
right here on the site, while 
the re-enactment ses-
sions will really bring the 
do bring the site to life.”

Entry to the festival 
weekend is £7 for adults, 
£6 for concessions and 
£4 for children aged four 
and above (under 4s go 
free).

For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/binchester.

ROMAN INVADERS will be 
on the march this week-
end for two action-packed 
days of entertainment.

Binchester Roman Fort’s 
annual festival takes place 
on Saturday, 13th and 
Sunday, 14th July, offering 
visitors the chance to find 
out what life was really 
like for Romans living in 
County Durham.

Cavalryman Barbaratus 
and colleagues from the 
Roma Antiqua re-enact-
ment group will demon-
strate archery and sling-
staff techniques and 
show how a ballista artil-
lery catapult works.

The event, organised by 
Durham County Council’s 
archaeology team, with 
support from Northern 
Archaeological Associ-
ates, will also offer visi-
tors the chance to inspect 
weapons, armour and 
equipment and visit the 
stalls of civilian traders 
and artisans.

A guided tour of the 
site will also be available, 
showcasing the size and 
importance of Vinovia and 
its magnificently well-pre-

ROMANS RETURN TO BINCHESTER
The popular Binchester Roman Fort annual festival takes place this weekend, 13th and 14th July.

IN SUPPORT of this year’s 
Bishop in Bloom, Bishop 
Auckland Fellowship 
of Christian Churches 
(BAFCC) opened their 
doors and beautiful gar-
dens and encouraged 
local residents to enjoy 
their newly created Faith 
Trail.

Rev John Purdy, Chair 
of BAFCC said: “Nine 
churches scattered 
across the heart of Bishop 
Auckland are very much 
part of our environment.

“They are places of ref-
uge and peace, some 
have grounds that are 
beautiful and tranquil. 

“All were glad to open 
their doors on Pentecost 
Sunday last month and 
welcome people in to 
see further floral displays 
inside and to sit down and 
appreciate the hospitality 
of a cup of tea.

“The churches in the 
town were glad to share 

CHURCHES OPEN DOORS AND 
GARDENS FOR FAITH TRAIL

Rev John Purdy and Eileen Harrop welcomed visitors to the Faith 
Trail on Pentecost Sunday.

their peace and beauty 
with those who popped 
in and even some who 
walked the whole trail that 
afternoon”.

Eileen Harrop Entre-
preneur Priest in Bishop 
Auckland, Associate 
Minister of Bishop Auck-
land Parish said: “Bishop 
in Bloom mirrors the 
flourishing of churches 
joined in a Faith Trail 
that reflects sharing and 
mutual support, living out 
their faith in community 
across every part of the 
town.”

Cllr Joy Allen Chair of 
Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom said: 
“It’s wonderful to see the 
whole town embracing 
the ‘In Bloom’ initiative. 

“The faith trail is a per-
fect example of what 
can be achieved by when 
organisations and people 
come together to cele-
brate a themed event.”

WEAR VALLEY Com-
munity Action Group is 
organising some Satur-
day trips over the next few 
months. 

With just one bus per 
trip, places are limited 
and sell out fast.

Seats for each trip are 
just £2.50 per person with 
the first to Kirkley Zoo 
Ponteland on 2nd Novem-
ber, available to book 
from 9th September.

Next is Middlesbrough 
on 9th November, avail-
able to book from 16th 

September.
Then comes York Christ-

mas shopping on 14th 
December, available from 
23rd September.

There are pick up points 
at Cockton Hill, St Helens 
and West Auckland.

For more information 
call Angela on 07396 
244862, Monday to Thurs-
day, 10am until 2pm, visit 
Wear Valley Community 
Action Group on Face-
book or email wearvalley 
communityactiongroup@
gmail.com.

WEAR VALLEY BUS TRIPS
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Searching for an old school friend
Could anybody please give me any information on a Mr 
Trevor Vout? He grew up in South Hetton/Easington Lane,  
and went to Easington Secondary Modern School, from 
1962-1967. 
The last possible place it is thought he moved to was 
Bishop Auckland  about 12 years ago.
My name is David Saunders and if you have any information 
you could give me, you can reach me on 07798 842421 or 
contact the Bishop Press, who will pass information on. 
Thank you in advance.

David Saunders, by email.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

pose-built wet rooms, 
level access throughout 
and wide doorways. 

The project is a direct 
result of high demand for 
bungalows in the Bishop 
Auckland area and is part 
of a £70m investment in 
new affordable homes 
by believe housing. More 
than 700 homes are being 
constructed up to 2022 
as part of the County Dur-
ham-based housing asso-
ciation’s current new-
build programme. 

MP for Bishop Auck-
land, Helen Goodman, 

also attended the unveil-
ing. She said: “It’s great 
to see believe housing 
and Esh working together 
on some modern bunga-
lows for the Woodhouse 
Close area. Social hous-
ing makes up 20% of the 
homes in County Durham, 
but only 291 new ones 
have been built in the last 
eight years. These new 
bungalows are a welcome 
addition, they have been 
beautifully designed and 
are very well thought out.”

For more information visit 
www.believehousing.co.uk.

THE FIRST new homes 
constructed as part of 
a large planned regen-
eration project in the 
Woodhouse Close area of 
Bishop Auckland are com-
plete. 

A dozen two-bed wheel-
chair-adaptable bunga-
lows have been officially 
unveiled by believe hous-
ing in Howard Close.  

The bungalows have 
been designed from the 
outset with features that 
make them well-suited to 
the needs of wheelchair 
users. They include pur-

Woodhouse Close Councillor, Tanya Tucker, believe housing Chief Executive, Bill Fullen, and Bishop 
Auckland MP Helen Goodman at the Howard Close development.

FIRST OF NEW WOODHOUSE CLOSE HOMES 

Join the gym today and get 3 months FREE* 
Take advantage of our great paid in full annual membership offer 
this summer and get 15 months for the price of 12
www.durham.gov.uk/leisurecentrememberships    Follow us on     /DurhamThriveActive
*T&Cs apply

Thank you to Good Samaritans
A fortnight ago I had a nasty accident when I fell over on St 
Andrew’s Road, opposite the TA Centre.  
I was knocked out in the fall and two people, a man and a  
woman, came to my rescue. 
They helped me to the side of the road and then called an 
ambulance. 
I went to hospital where I stayed for a few days, but I am 
now back home now and recovered. 
I would like to say thank you to them for helping me.

Name and address supplied.

facebook.com/
bishoppress
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Repointing to brickwork

importance of the River 
Gaunless. 

The event will run from 
5:30pm - 8pm at Bishop 
Auckland Community Fire 
station and will include a 
free buffet and refresh-
ments. 

Anyone interested in 
attending will need to reg-
ister with the Wear Rivers 
Trust on 01388 4888867 
or email admin@wear- 
riverstrust.org.uk.

The river was known by 
the Vikings as the “use-
less” river, but through 
the delivery of the project, 
it has been proven to be 
anything but useless fol-
lowing various research 
and monitoring activities 
carried out by over 3000 
participants including 
local school children 
and young people from 
around the Bishop Auck-
land area.

A total of nine primary 
schools, one college and 
seven local community 
groups from the Bishop 
Auckland catchment area 
were involved in research-
ing, monitoring, managing 
and celebrating the health 
of the river through a total 
of 221 educational activi-
ties. 

These included school 

projects, river safety train-
ing, river surveys, practi-
cal habitat management, 
theatrical shows, outdoor 
adventures and fly-fishing 
lessons. 

Nova Talbot, Positive 
Futures worker for Cock-
ton Hill Junior School 
said: “Before the project 
started, the pupils had 
very little experience or 
knowledge of the River 
Gaunless however since 
getting involved, children 
and their families have 
been exploring the amaz-
ing River which they wer-
en’t aware even existed on 
their doorstep which for 
us has been a real bonus.” 

The youth engage-
ment activity was led by 
Groundwork North-East 
and involved working with 
different youth groups 
throughout the Bishop 
Auckland area, covering 
river safety, river manage-
ment, wildlife walks and 
litter picks. 

Joanne Ashworth from 
Groundwork North-
East said “The project 
has proven to be most 
successful in engaging 
children and young peo-
ple and improving their 
knowledge of the local 
area.”

AN EVENT to celebrate 
the past, present and 
future work of the River 
Gaunless Local Manage-
ment Group will be held 
at the Bishop Auckland 
Community Fire station 
on Monday 15th July. 

The event will be 
attended by the Wear 
Rivers Trust, Lancaster 
University, Groundwork 
North East and Cumbria, 
the Friends of Stockton 
and Darlington Railway, 
the Environment Agency 
and more to showcase 
what has been happen-
ing on the river since the 
management group was 
formed in 2015. 

There will also be new 
project announcements 
and opportunities for 
the public to share their 
thoughts and ideas for 
future project develop-
ment.

The event signifies the 
end of a two year project 
called The River Gaunless 
For People, For Wildlife, 
which was delivered by 
the local management 
group through Wear Riv-
ers Trust, Groundwork 
North East and Daisy Arts 
to enhance young peo-
ples understanding of the 
ecological and historical 

RIVER GAUNLESS PROJECT CELEBRATION
Pupils from Prince Bishops Community Primary School explore the history of the River Gaunless on 
Cockfield Fell.

WHAT ARE your memo-
ries of Bishop Auckland?

An appeal is being made 
for people to share their 
recollections of the town, 
its people, places and 
events as part of a project 
to celebrate its history 
and heritage.

People are also being 
asked to dig out any old 
film and video footage 
they may have of the area 
so that it can be added to 
the region’s film archive 
and preserved for future 
generations.

A drop-in event will 
take place on Saturday, 
13th July from 11am to 
12.30pm, offering people 
the chance to record their 
memories and donate any 
amateur films and videos.

The session, organ-
ised by Bishop Auckland 
Heritage Action Zone, 
Bishop FM, Bishop Auck-
land Civic Society and the 
North East Film Archive, 
will take place in the Jef-
ferson Room at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall.

The recorded memories 
will feature in an hour-
long radio programme to 
be broadcast on Bishop 
FM in September.

Film footage will be 

APPEAL FOR BISHOP MEMORIES

The Clock Tower, also known as Robinson Arch. Copyright - 
Historic England Archive AA98_05187

evaluated by the North 
East Film Archive’s spe-
cialist team with a view to 
it being looked after and 
preserved in the archive’s 
environmentally con-
trolled vaults.

The archive is particu-
larly interested in ama-
teur collections that may 
have been hidden away or 
forgotten about in lofts, 
garages and workplaces 
and which document the 
social history of the north 
east.

This might include fam-
ily films of celebrations or 
holidays, cine club collec-
tions, street scenes, work-
place and educational 
films, advertising collec-
tions, professional films 
or artist’s films and video.

Gary Burgham, pro-
gramme director at 
Bishop FM, said: “We are 
pleased to be supporting 
the Heritage Action Zone 
by helping with the devel-
opment of the hour-long 
programme, which will 
include music, interviews 
and some of the record-
ings we make at the 
drop-in event.” 

Anyone who would like 
more information on the 
project can contact Annal-
isa Ward on 03000 262 052 
or email bishopauckland 
haz@durham.gov.uk.
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RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN

HEATING  &  PLUMBING
Pass + 

Driving School
29 years experience

High Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

R W LANDSCAPES
Grass cutting from £10
All  garden maintenance
Patios,  Drives,  Fencing

Power Cleaning
Tel Robert: 07841 395 743

Locally Based
rober twatson2018@gmail.com

course, the highlight for 
the cadets was viewing an 
original WW2 Jeep.

The Squadron Com-
mander, Flt Lt Ian Pepper 
said: “It is important that 
we mark Armed Forces 
day, and this year we were 
honoured to support one 
of our local communities 
directly”.

Cadet Lee Peacock (14) 
said: “As a cadet I have 
flown in RAF aircraft, 
hiked mountains and 
worked on my Duke of 
Edinburgh’s award, but 
seeing the jeep was really 

awesome”.
If you are interested 

in joining 2505 (Bishop 
Auckland) Squadron 
Royal Air Force Air Cadets, 
the squadron meets on 
a Monday and Thursday 
from 7pm to 9.30pm in 
the Army Reserve Centre 
on St Andrews Road in 
Bishop Auckland. 

For more information 
about 2505 Squadron 
Royal Air Force Air Cadets 
follow the group on Face-
book @2505aircadets or 
email 2505@aircadets.
org.

ON SATURDAY 29th June 
cadets and staff from 
2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets supported a 
community based Armed 
Forces Day Event held at 
Blackhall Farm, Harperley, 
near Crook.

Working in glorious sun-
shine, the charity event 
was focused on military 
nostalgia. 

As well as viewing the 
sites museum, talking to 
veterans, sampling the 
1940’s tearooms and 
attempting a mini assault 

AIR CADETS SUPPORT ARMED FORCES DAY
Cadets and staff with the WW2 jeep.

BEN GOLDSCHEIDER 
(horn) and Richard Uttley 
(piano) will be perform-
ing works by Beethoven, 
Strauss and Schubert, 
amongst many other 
composers, at the next 
concert in Bishop Auck-
land Music Society’s 2019  
concert series.

The concert takes place 
on Friday, 19th July at 
7.30pm in Bishop Auck-
land Methodist Church, 
(opposite the hospital).

Since reaching the final 
of the 2016 BBC Young 
Musician Competition, 
where he performed 
with the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra at London’s 

MUSIC SOCIETY CONCERT

Ben Goldscheider, who will be accompanied by Richard Uttley in 
the latest Bishop Auckland Music Society concert.

Barbican Hall, Ben Gold-
scheider has made his 
concerto debuts at ven-
ues including the Berlin 
Philharmonie, Lucerne  
Culture and Congress 
Centre and London’s 
Royal Albert Hall. 

He has won various 
prestigious competi-
tions and in 2012 was 
the youngest participant 
in the London Symphony 
Orchestra Brass Acad-
emy. 

Tickets are £13.50 in 
advance or £15 on the 
door and are available 
from Brotherton’s Music 
or Brian Varley on 01388 
606075.

WORLDHOST SIGNS WELCOME VISITORS

Nigel Bryson, Chair of 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Team, said: “Achieving 
WorldHost Recognised 
Destination status means 
that Bishop Auckland 
is internationally recog-
nised as a great place to 
visit. Making this clear 
on the main signs into 
Bishop Auckland helps 
promote our town and 
supports the regeneration 

efforts the Town Team are 
making, along with many 
other organisations.”

Louise Costello, Learn-
ing and Experience Man-
ager at The Auckland Pro-
ject, which delivered the 
WorldHost training, said: 
“We are already drawing 
visitors into Bishop Auck-
land and expect to see 
those numbers increase 
in the coming years with 
The Auckland Project 
visitor destination and 

other developments in 
the town.

“The experience those 
visitors have across the 
town, from leisure, trans-
port, hospitality or retail 
businesses, can hugely 
impact whether they 
return to the area or rec-
ommend it to friends and 
family. 

“It’s great to see every-
one coming together to 
make that experience as 
positive as possible.” 

FROM PAGE 1

ST CUTHBERT’S Church 
in Etherley is hosting An 
Evening of Acoustic Musi-
cal Entertainment, on Sun-
day 21st July from 6pm, 
with Button Hole Jam, 
followed by The Old Age 
Travellers.

Tickets for the con-
cert are £5 and include 
refreshments. 

To reserve your ticket, 
contact Barrie on 01388 
833118, Terry on 07766 
855358 or Liz on 01388 
833576.

ACOUSTICS AT ST CUTHBERT’S
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

“I do see a lot of teams 
spending big money and 
bringing in a number of 
high profile players, or 
should that be players 
from a higher leagues, 
who maybe won’t appreci-
ate the level of the North-
ern League. 

“Regardless of who we 
play against, we will com-
pete and see how things 
go throughout the sea-
son.” 

While continued pro-
gress is the main aim, 
changes to promotion 
mean that three clubs 
will be automatically pro-
moted this season, so a 
similar finish to last sea-
son will mean moving up 
a division. 

The Two Blues have 
lined up ten, primarily 
local, pre-season friendly 
matches which will see 
Darlington (July 15th), 
Middlesbrough U23s 
(July 20th), and Sunder-
land U23s (August 1st) 

bring sides to Heritage 
Park for prestige friend-
lies as well as a local 
fundraiser against old 
rivals Willington on July 
18th. 

Billed as A Fundraiser 
for Richard, the sides 
will meet to raise funds 
towards the neuro-reha-
bilitation of former Bish-
ops and current Willing-
ton chairman, Richard 
Tremewan, who suffered 
a stroke earlier this year. 

Bishops Chairman, 
Steve Coulthard, added: 
“We’re really looking for-
ward to this season with 
a number of new players 
arriving and contending 
for slots in the team on 
top of those staying so 
there is a real competition 
for places. 

Bishop Auckland open 
the new season on August 
3rd when they make the 
trip across the Pennines 
to visit Penrith at the 
Frenchfield Stadium.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
manager, Ian Chandler, 
has earmarked his squad 
for the upcoming 2019-
20 Ebac Northern League 
campaign, blending in a 
mix of youth and experi-
ence. 

New arrivals to the squad 
see Leon Carling, Denver 
Morris and James Fairley 
bring in experience, the 
former of the trio shoring 
up the defence whilst the 
arrivals of Jamie Tumilty 
and Jay McLean bring a 
youthfulness up front. 

Tumilty and McLean, 
alongside Chris Winn, and 
the attacking midfielders, 
will provide continued 
support for captain, and 
last seasons’ top scorer, 
Andrew Johnson. 

There have also been 
some high profiles depar-
tures, notably Kieran Gal-
braith, Lewis Gibbons and 
Arran Wearmouth, along-
side several others leav-
ing the club. 

“Last year was almost 
the perfect season follow-
ing on from a very poor 
2017/18 campaign,” said 
manager, Ian Chandler. 

“We had built a new 
squad of young, hungry 
lads, with a sprinkling of 
older members, and that 
seemed to have worked 
very well.

“The new season will 
see us building another 
new squad with several 
players having left, all of 
whom contributed to last 
season so will be a miss. 
That said, we welcome 
on board some familiar 
faces.

“Expectations are now 
extremely high after fin-
ishing third last season, 
but, in simple terms, I 
always try and do better 
than the previous year.

TWO BLUES READY FOR NEW SEASON

Bishop Auckland FC manager, Ian Chandler.

IT HAS been another 
great couple of weeks for 
St Marys with two fantas-
tic tournament wins.

The U13 Kings had a 
great win away at Red-
car in the TATA Cup after 
winning four and drawing 
one game in their league, 
finishing top to progress 
to the semi final. Winning 
A 2-1 win over Guisbrough  

MORE SILVERWARE FOR ST MARY’S 
The U11 Aces won the MFC Foundation Tournament.

was followed by a similar 
score against Hebburn 
in the final with Ethan 
McLoughlin and Dan Wal-
ton scoring the crucial 
goals.

This was followed by the 
U11 Aces playing away at 
the MFC Foundation Tour-
nament and with great 
performances, they too 
came away as winners.

AN OPEN Day earlier in 
the year attracted some 
new players to Cockton 
Hill Bowls Club. 

“In all we have managed 
to recruit six new players 
this season,” said George 
Elms, “which means that 
despite losing some play-
ing members to health 
issues, we have always 
managed to field a full 
team in league games.

“Following a fire at the 
clubhouse in May we 
have managed to fulfil all 
our fixtures though some 
have had to be reversed 
owing to us having very 
limited facilities. 

“We are hoping Durham 
County Council will be 
doing something about 
this very soon.

“Practice sessions have 

now restarted on a Fri-
day afternoon at 1.30pm. 
Anyone wishing to come 
and join in is very wel-
come to join us.

“The club has been 
fortunate to have had 
the support of a couple 
of benefactors, and has 
been able to purchase 
some new rink markers, 
two sets of small woods 
for new members or 
guest use, as well as a set 
of new team shirts, which 
is greatly appreciated.

“On the playing front 
we have had highs and 
lows, the home defeat to 
Bishop Auckland being 
one.

“But as our new players 
get more into the game, 
we are sure good results 
are about to happen.”

BOWLS MID-SEASON REPORT


