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SHILDON COUPLE, Les 
and Susan Calvert have 
been celebrating fifty 
happy years.

The couple, who were 
visited by Shildon Town 
Mayor, Luan Deakin on the 
day of their anniversary, 
were married at Heighing-
ton Methodist Church on 
Friday 13th July  1968.

Les, 72, was born in 

Shildon and attended the 
Council School, whilst 
his wife Susan, 70, was 
born in Leeds but moved 
to Heighington when she 
was 12 years old.

They met at the Shildon 
Institute Thursday night 
dance, when Susan was 
with some of Les’ friends.

Les left school and 
started at Shildon Shops 

(BR) in 1961, becoming a 
fitter. 

He was there until the 
works closed in 1984, 
moving on to work in York 
until 1988. 

He then moved again to 
Thornaby until he retired 
in 2009, spending all his 
working life with British 
Railway. 

Susan’s first job was a 

shorthand typist with The 
Royal Insurance Company 
in Darlington. 

She was there for five 
years until the family 
came along. 

In 1982 she got involved 
with a playgroup held at 
the Mission Hall, moving 
onto the Catholic Church 

Les and Susan Calvert celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary with Shildon Mayor, Cllr Luan Deakin last weekend. 

LES AND SUSAN ARE A GOLDEN COUPLE

HELPING CHILDREN to 
maintain a healthy weight 
and ensuring overweight 
youngsters and their fam-
ilies have the support they 
need are the focus of a 
countywide consultation.

Durham County Coun-
cil is seeking the public’s 
views on the factors that 
influence a child’s weight 
ahead of a joint review 
being carried out with 
partners in the NHS.

Rates of overweight 
and obese children in the 
county remain signifi-
cantly worse than those 
for England as a whole, 
with 24.1 per cent of four 
to five-year-olds falling 
into these categories in 
2016/17. 

This is higher than the 
average for England, 22.6 
per cent, and equates to 
about 1,400 children or 46 
classrooms. 

Among ten to 11-year-
olds, 37.7 per cent were 
overweight or obese, 
compared to the England 
average of 34.2 per cent. 
This means around 2,000 
children aged ten to 11 or 
67 classrooms across the 
county are overweight or 
obese.

The Supporting Children 
to Achieve and Maintain 

ROYALE 3ft BED
FREE HEADBOARD - FREE QUILT - FREE PILLOW

- Many colours to choose from - Anti Allergy Mattress -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
WAS £299

NOW 

£249
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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Passed  Away Birthdays Birthdays Birthdays

In Memoriam

Originally from Shildon

John Stout
11.7.18

Love from,
Mary, Wendell, Warren, 

Wayne and family xx

In loving memory of a dear 
Brother-in-law and Uncle.
Loved and remembered 

always

Colin Best
22/7/2017

God bless,
Margery, Anthony, Claire, 

George & Leon

Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure

Loving you always 
Forgetting you never

Ossie Bowes
18th July 2013

Shirley, Lesley, 
Stuart, Gemma, Leigh, 

Henry & Harriet  
xxx

Congratulations Alexis 
on your 

21st birthday

Alexis Warrior 

Love,
Mam, Dad and Jonny 

xx

19th July

Happy 40th Birthday
our

beautiful Daughter

Ashley Clinton

Love always, 
Mam, David 
and Family

19th July

Happy 60th
Birthday

Charlie Alliston

Love, 
Gillian, Christopher, Leighton,
Liam, Sammi-Jo & Jameliah

xxx

19/7/18

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NAYLORS AERIALS

£45

01388 720994

From
Just

Quality Materials Used

TV AERIALS 

Supplied & Fitted

Found

Mobile Phone found at junction 
of Dabble Duck and Redworth 
Road. Contact the Crier.

Phone found at the bottom of 
Civic bank on Thursday 12th July.
Contact the Crier.

Single key  with clubcard.

Labrador Pups

Beautiful litter of KC registered 
labs for sale. Two yellow boys 
and two black girls remaining. 

Perdy, our fox Red bitch, is 
an excellent working dog, 

working right through from 
grouse to pheasants. Barney, 

their dad, is an excellent 
example of the breed and 

can be seen. Ready to leave 
3rd August. £600 (£100 non-

refundable deposit). 
Michael: 07967 695 023

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Hairdresser

Hair Design Mobile hairdresser 
Over 25 years’ experience. OAP 
reduced rates. Call  Lynn on 
079042 19997.

Hall playgroup until it 
closed. 

From there she went to 
Byerley Road Pre-School 
where she has been in 
charge for around 25 
years. 

After they married they 
moved into 22 Scott 
Street living there for 10 
years before they moved 
just a few doors down 
the street to their current 
address. 

The lovely couple have 
three children, Stephen, 

GOLDEN COUPLE LES AND SUSAN
Jonathan and Sarah. They 
also have seven grand-
children. 

They both loved their 
holidays, especially with 
their family. 

They have been to the 
South of France, and all 
the family went to Kenya 
on safari. 

They still have a family 
holiday together, if they 
can all make it. 

They celebrated their 
wonderful occasion with 
a family meal at Santinni 
in Auckland Terrace at the 
weekend.

FROM PAGE 1

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Wilkinson’s in Bishop 
Auckland struck a spe-
cial deal with him after 
he kept buying up their 
one-inch washers, which 
cover the alien’s body.  

John then set about 
welding all the metal 
together in his shed and 
back garden. 

Regularly passing local 
school children have been 
stopping off on their way 
to school to take photos 
of the developing project, 
curious as to what form it 
would eventually take. 

Now that it is finally fin-
ished after 18 months, 
the sculpture has been 
named Kenzie-Niah after 
John’s granddaughter 
and great granddaughter.

It took four men to lift 
the sculpture, which also 
lights up at night, to its 
final position in John’s 
front garden.

John is now planning 
his next alien ventures: 
a scorpion and giant spi-
der, so if you have any old 
scrap, you know where to 
take it!

IF YOU venture into Ash 
Grove you will be pres-
ently surprised to see a 
large metal alien promi-
nent in a garden. 

Having initially created 
just the head, local resi-
dent and sculptor, John 
Macmurray decided to 
give his creation a body 
and so asked all his 
neighbours to drop off 
any pieces of scrap metal 
they might have to his 
home. 

A nearby farm friend 
also sent him scrap and 

ALIEN TAKES UP RESIDENCE 
IN SHILDON GARDEN

Scrap metal sculptor, John Macmurray with his alien, which has proved a huge attraction to 
children on their way to school every morning. 
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Unit 2D Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TJ
Log Cabins | Fencing | Sheds | Playhouses 
Gates | Summer Houses | Garden Furniture 

Decking | Interior Furniture
Free Estimates  |  Very Competitive Pricing

Tel: 07580 842 227
email: anythingwood115@gmail.com       www.anything-wood.co.uk

Also at Unit 1A Quarrington Hill Ind Est. Tel: 0191 3779336

Does your child complain 
they have nothing to do? 

Visit www.
countydurhamfamilies.info
or like www.facebook.com/

youngdurham for events, 
news and young people’s 

activities.

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

innovative recycling bin 
that rewards customers 
with vouchers every time 
they recycled.  

Students developed 
their engineering skills 
over the year, building 
the E-bin from recycled 
metal, reinforcing their 
environmental theme.  

The group of stu-
dents worked brilliantly 
together as a team, excel-
ling in their communi-
cation skills and overall 
resilience.

The students decided 
to create the E-bin as a 
scheme to increase recy-
cling figures throughout 
the UK which are lower 
in comparison to other 
countries.  

The team were keen 
to back up their prac-

tical ideas and worked 
hard on written reports 
to strengthen their pro-
posal.  

FBM is a highly suc-
cessful business enter-
prise competition for 
schools and has provided 
a valuable opportunity for 
the students to showcase 
their skills.

Teaching specialists 
Miss Foster and Mr Rob-
son were incredibly proud 
of their achievements as 
they worked together to 
win the award and finish 
a creditable 7th on the 
overall leaderboard.  

“We are so proud of 
the team this year, and 
couldn’t have done it 
without our business 
partner Michael Fawcett,” 
said their teachers.

A GROUP of year 8 stu-
dents from Greenfield 
Community College have 
been taking business 
seriously over the past 
months as they have been 
part of the Future Busi-
ness Magnates (FBM) 
competition for schools. 

Their great ideas 
and hard work paid off 
recently as they cele-
brated a win with a spe-
cial award for the best 
environmentally friendly 
business.  

Working alongside 
teaching staff and busi-
ness partner, Michael 
Fawcett from Franks, the 
flooring store, the stu-
dents were quick to learn 
as they designed their 
winning E-bin.  

The product was an 

BUSINESS MAGNATES WIN AWARD
The Greenfield FBM team with business mentor, Michael Fawcett from Franks flooring.

THE FINAL four copies of 
a signed, limited edition 
book detailing Shildon’s 
early railway history are 
available to purchase 
from the Town Crier 
offices. 

By local author and his-
torian Gerald Slack, only 
fifty limited edition signed 
copies of the book were 

FINAL FOUR COPIES OF 
LIMITED EDITION BOOK

initially published, but 
a further 50 were later 
printed due to the book’s 
popularity. 

Extensively illustrated, 
and running to over 100 
pages, the book is priced 
at £10. To purchase the 
book, contact the Crier on 
01388 775896 or call in to 
the office.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

Shildon Railway Institute
Saturday 18th August

Oily Bum Print
Plus Disco and

Bingo Two Flyers 
Tickets £4, available in advance from 

the bar. Or pay on the door.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

vehicle becomes a prime 
target for opportunistic 
thieves.”

During the campaign, 
officers will be targeting 
the areas most affected 
by the crime to engage 
with vehicle owners and 
provide advice and assis-
tance.

Key advice being 
offered includes: Never 
leave keys in the ignition; 
Park in a busy, well-lit 
area; If you have a garage, 
use it; Close windows, 
sunroofs and doors; Don’t 
leave valuables on dis-
play; Store driving docu-
ments at home.

Sgt Sammut said: 
“Although some of this 
advice might seem like 
common sense, our expe-
rience shows that in too 
many cases it simply isn’t 
followed.

“This campaign is our 
reminder that if your vehi-
cle isn’t locked, it isn’t 
safe.”

To join in the conversa-
tion, or to offer your own 
vehicle security advice, 
you can use the hashtag 
#NotLockedNotSafe.

POLICE ARE remind-
ing motorists that an 
unlocked car is an unsafe 
car, as they launch a new 
vehicle security cam-
paign across County Dur-
ham this week.

The campaign aims to 
reduce the number of 
incidents involving theft 
from motor vehicles by 
encouraging owners 
to keep their vehicles 
secure.

Figures show that in 
17.6% of the county’s 
most recent theft from 
motor vehicle incidents, 
the vehicles involved 
have been unlocked or 
otherwise insecure.

Sergeant Michael Sam-
mut, of Spennymoor 
Neighbourhood Police 
Team, said: “Despite 
advancing technology 
making our cars more 
secure now than ever 
before, responsibility still 
lies with the owner to 
lock the doors and keep 
it secure.

“For example, if there 
are valuables left on dis-
play inside, or if the win-
dows are left open, the 

CAMPAIGN TACKLES 
THEFT FROM VEHICLES

One of the vehicle security campaign posters.

Public consultation launched into 
new specialist school proposal
A consultation has been launched under Section 10 of the Academies Act 
2010 to consult with stakeholders and the local community on the following 
question: “Whether the Gateway North Academy Trust should enter into a 
funding agreement with the Secretary of State to open an alternative provision 
free school (‘Durham Gateway Academy’) in Newton Aycliffe for students aged 
13-16 from spring 2020.”

The consultation, which closes on Friday August 17th, will also raise awareness 
of the role and aims of the Academy and provide an opportunity for feedback 
and suggestions. 

Durham Gateway Academy would offer a unique curriculum, integrating 
academic and vocational learning with the development of social, life and 
employability skills. The Academy would admit young people who are not 
presently flourishing in mainstream secondary education, but who will thrive in 
a setting that offers practical, skills-based learning. This includes young people 
who may be vulnerable or at risk of exclusion from their current school. 

The aims of Durham Gateway Academy are to re-engage young people into 
education and promote positive progression to apprenticeships, training, further 
education and employment.

All places, which would be open to students from across County Durham, 
Darlington and other areas, at Durham Gateway Academy would have to be 
commissioned by other schools/academies or local authorities. The Academy 
would not therefore operate in competition with existing providers.

Two further drop in sessions are being held at the proposed site, which is 
adjacent to the South West Durham Training centre, for parents of potential 
students, schools, local authorities, businesses and community groups on the 
following dates:

Wednesday July 25th from 10am - 11.30am

Tuesday August 14th from 10am - 11.30am

To complete an online consultation questionnaire visit 
durhamgatewayacademy.com or to register to attend 
one of the consultation events call (01388) 443003.

A NEW programme 
aimed at reducing pres-
sure on accident and 
emergency departments 
in County Durham is now 
underway.

Positive Lives is a joint 
initiative between Dur-
ham County Council, 
Durham Dales, Easington 
and Sedgefield Clinical 
Commissioning Group 
(DDES CCG) and North 
Durham CCG which 
hopes to reduce the num-
ber of patients who regu-
larly attend accident and 
emergency services.

The pilot scheme 
focuses on those individ-
uals who often present at 
A&E with a need which 
cannot be treated med-
ically, such as anxiety, 
unemployment, home-
lessness or depression 
and aims to change the 

way they are supported.
A Positive Lives lead 

will work one-to-one 
with these individuals to 
uncover the underlying 
cause of their crisis and 
they will then be offered 
immediate access to the 
appropriate support in 
order to address their 
issues and improve their 
quality of life and well-be-
ing.

Ongoing support will 
also be provided if needed 
and those involved in the 
pilot will continue to be 
able to access A&E and 
other health care ser-
vices as appropriate to 
their needs.

The model has already 

been proven to work in 
Blackpool which saw a 
92 per cent reduction 
in A&E attendances for 
those assessed as requir-
ing this level of support.

Cllr Lucy Hovvels, Cab-
inet member for adult 
and health services, 
said: “Positive Lives is 
an excellent example of 
our aim to provide higher 
quality, more personal-
ised interventions which 
have already been shown 
to improve quality of life. 

“The scheme will also 
help ease pressure on 
our emergency services 
and allow them to pri-
oritise those cases that 
require urgent attention.”

PROJECT AIMING TO REDUCE 
PRESSURES ON A&E

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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Need to check council decisions, 
boundaries and rights of way, 

or obtain copies of baptisms or 
marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family history 
or find out what life was like in 

your home town?
Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619
record.office@durham.gov.uk

www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk

ON SATURDAY 28th July, 
the new Aycliffe Radio is 
hosting an Open Air Live 
Music Festival in Newton 
Aycliffe Town Centre. 

The event is free to 
attend and will include 
a selection of local per-
formers.

FX-Productions will be 
providing a professional 
24ft x 24ft covered stage 
with lighting and PA sys-
tem with professional 
stage management crew.

Performing on the 
day will be a mixture 
of groups, brass band, 
solo artistes, choir and 
Aycliffe’s very own, X-Fac-
tor contestant, Shanaya.

The event starts at 
11am with the Aycliffe & 
Brancepeth Brass Band, 
followed by rock, indie, 
folk, pop, soul, mod, alter-
native, gospel and hip hop 
entertainers all the way 
through until 8pm.

Local artistes giving 
their time are Aycliffe & 
Brancepeth Brass Band, 
Dua Lipa Tribute act (Cas-

FREE MUSIC FESTIVAL IN 
AYCLIFFE TOWN CENTRE

The free festival is hosted by new local online community 
radio station, Aycliffe Radio.

sandra), Scott Wilson, 
Xcel Band & Choir, John 
Snowball, MAD Choir, 
Chris Mardula, Backy 
Sawyer, The Kent Col-
lective, Charlotte, The 
Thieves, Whiskey Haze, 
Tommy Whitehouse, 
Harris Tweed Mystery 
Machine, Bosko Green, 
Sonic Void and Lew BYG.

Professor Nincompoop 
will perform three shows 
for the children (at 1pm, 
3pm and 5pm); there will 
also be a kiddies fair-
ground on site, a glitter 
bar and refreshments.
Competitions, spot prizes 
and surprises are in store 
for those in attendance.

The event has been 
possible via a grant from 
Great Aycliffe Town Coun-
cil (as part of the Great 
Aycliffe Festival 2018); 
and with the generosity 
of Aycliffe Town Centre 
Management. For more 
information about the 
event visit the website 
www.ayclifferadio.co.uk/
festival.

and disorderly.
A significant police pres-

ence continued in the city 
centre into the evening.

Chief inspector Richie 
Allen said: “We would 
like to thank everybody 
who attended the Gala 
for making it such a great 
day and making it run so 
smoothly.

“The atmosphere was 
really friendly, the weather 
was fabulous and every-

one seemed to enjoy the 
day.

“There are always high 
spirits at the Gala, but we 
only had two arrests and 
there were no unexpected 
issues for us to deal with.

“A lot of the officers 
I’ve spoken to today said 
it was the most enjoy-
able Miners’ Gala they 
can remember and we’re 
already looking forward 
to next year”. 

POLICE HAVE thanked 
the tens of thousands of 
people who attended last 
weekend’s Durham Min-
ers’ Gala after the annual 
event passed off without 
incident.

Despite large crowds 
descending on the city 
for the popular trade 
union gathering, officers 
made only two arrests, 
both local men who were 
detained for being drunk 

POLICE THANK GALA CROWD
Tens of thousands attended a peaceful Durham Miners’ Gala in sweltering heat.

YOUNG PEOPLE looking 
to do something different 
during the holidays can 
now book a place at Gala 
Theatre’s summer school.

The workshops are suit-
able for young people 
aged between eight and 
15 and offer them the 
chance to take over the 
theatre from Monday 6 to 
Friday 10 August 2018.

Those attending will get 
to choose a text, come up 
with their own ideas and 
develop the characters 
with the help of the thea-
tre’s professional drama 
teachers, directors and 

technicians before per-
forming the show in front 
of an audience.

The fast-paced and fun 
sessions are great not just 
for building acting skills 
but will also increase 
children’s confidence 
and help them make new 
friends. 

No previous experience 
is required for the summer 
school, which costs £120 
per child, or £100 per child 
for a sibling discount.

Kate Sorahan, Gala’s 
theatre education officer, 
said: “These sessions are 
perfect for those look-

ing for something fun to 
do this summer and we 
would encourage any-
one with enthusiasm and 
a positive spirit to think 
about joining up.

“Previous groups have 
relished the opportu-
nity to work closely with 
our theatre staff and the 
chance to perform to an 
audience on the big stage 
and we are confident this 
year will be another big 
success.”

For further details and to 
book a place, contact the 
box office on 03000 266 
600.

BOOK A PLACE AT THEATRE SUMMER SCHOOL
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to install 150 new gas 
central heating boilers in 
homes across the county, 
as well as wall and roof 
insulation measures.

The scheme is helping 
households keep their 
homes warmer and in the 
long-term achieve lower 
energy bills, leading to 
sustainable health and 
wellbeing improvements. 

Cllr Kevin Shaw, Cabi-
net member for strate-
gic housing and assets, 
said: “As the average UK 

energy bill is now more 
than £1,300 per year it is 
becoming increasingly 
difficult for vulnerable 
residents to heat their 
home, prompting a deci-
sion to heat or to eat.

“Our Warm Homes pro-
ject provides help for 
residents and anyone 
interested in advice about 
the boiler and insulation 
grants from the energy 
companies should con-
tact the Housing Solutions 
Team on 03000 268 000.”

A SCHEME which has 
helped hundreds of peo-
ple heat their homes has 
received a prestigious 
energy efficiency award.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Warm Homes 
scheme was named the 
best small scale project 
at the North East Energy 
Efficiency Awards held 
at the Gateshead Hilton 
hotel.

Since October 2017 the 
council has worked with 
partner organisations 

AWARD FOR WARM HOMES PROJECT
Cliff Duff (second left) and Sue Carr, DCC housing regeneration officer (centre) with staff 
from EDF Energy.

a Healthy Weight consul-
tation runs until Friday 14 
September.

Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services, said: 
“Helping our children to 
achieve and maintain a 
healthy weight is a key pri-
ority in County Durham.

“Children are becoming 
overweight and obese 
at younger ages and are 
staying so for longer. 

“This is concerning as it 
could continue into adult-
hood, causing more health 
problems and impacting 
on their quality of life. 

“We want to make sure 
we are providing the right 
support to children and 
families to help them to 
make positive changes.”

In County Durham, chil-
dren, of all ages, and 
their families can access 
information, advice and 
support to help them to 
maintain a healthy weight 
either by seeking this 
themselves or by referral 
from a professional. 

Cllr Hovvels added: “We 
would like to hear which 
factors you think are 
important in influencing a 
child’s ability to maintain 
a healthy weight. 

“We would also like to 

HELPING CHILDREN MAINTAIN 
A HEALTHY WEIGHT

know what, if any, sup-
port you think should be 
available for children who 
are overweight and their 
families, at what point in a 
child’s life support should 
be offered and where this 
would be best provided.”  

The council is also 
engaging with children 
and families who have 
accessed support for 
weight management, staff 
from existing weight man-
agement programmes 
and those who work with 
children.

A summary of the results 
of the consultation will be 
available by the end of the 
year.

The online consulta-
tion is available at www.
durham.gov.uk/consulta-
tions.

Comments can also be 
emailed to PublicHealth@
durham.gov.uk or sent 
by post to Public Health, 
Adult and Health Services, 
Durham County Council, 
County Hall, Durham, DH1 
5UJ.       

For more information 
about support on offer to 
children and families in 
County Durham around 
healthy weight, contact 
Harrogate and District 
NHS Foundation Trust 0 
to19 service on 03000 263 
538.

HELP IS at hand to join 
almost 300 households 
who have made a com-
bined annual saving of 
£65,500 by switching 
energy supplier. 

According to Uswitch 
nearly 2.4 million custom-
ers are paying over the 
odds on standard varia-
ble tariffs, meaning their 
gas and electricity bills 
are much higher than the 
average £1,300 per year.

However, Durham 
County Council’s Man-
aging Money Better ser-
vice is here to help. The 
free service is available 
to households across 
the county and provides 
impartial advice on the 
cheapest gas and elec-
tricity tariffs on offer.

Members of the team 
visit residents in their 
homes, assess their fuel 

bills and can arrange 
for people to switch to a 
cheaper supplier if they 
wish.

So far, 294 households 
in County Durham have 
saved £65,500 overall by 
switching supplier, and 
more than £18,000 of fuel 
debts have been written 
off.    

One elderly couple from 
Stanley had energy debts 
of £4,150 as a result of 
inaccurate billing. 

Managing Money Better 
was able to get this debt 
written off by the energy 
supply company, and the 
couple also secured a 
refund of £940. 

Cllr Kevin Shaw, the 
council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for strategic housing 
and assets, said: “None 
of us want to pay over 
the odds for our gas and 

electricity but sometimes 
it can be difficult to figure 
out if we are getting the 
best deal.

“Switching energy sup-
pliers can also be a daunt-
ing and confusing pros-
pect.

“Our Managing Money 
Better service can help 
you through the process, 
while providing free 
energy efficiency advice 
and practical support.

“This could be anything 
from bleeding radiators to 
introducing draft exclud-
ers. 

“I would encourage any-
one who is struggling with 
high energy bills to con-
tact the team.”

To find out more or to 
request a free home visit, 
contact 03000 268 000 
or visit durham.gov.uk/
saveonyourenergybills.

HOUSEHOLDS SAVE £65,500 BY 
SWITCHING ENERGY SUPPLIER 

FROM PAGE 1
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Charity Night
Saturday 4th August

Elm Road WMC
OUTSTANDING VOCALIST

ALEX MCRAE
DYNAMIC, POWERFUL, PASSIONATE

NO UNDER 18S 
Adult Party Games

Doors Open 7pm | £3 Admission

Balloon Game  Pass The Parcel  
Boat Race Drinking Game

Half Yard of Ale  3 x Pint Check Draws
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Irene said: “I can’t believe 
how hard it was but I really 
enjoyed it”.

SRAC runners also took 
part in local races at the  
weekend. 

Richard Trowles com-
pleted his first sub-40 
minute 10K at Billingham 
with a fantastic personal 
best time of 39 minutes 
and 51 seconds, and 
at the Darlington 10K 
James Ross, Ian Rudge 
and Andrea Draper gave a 
great team performance.

Last weekend Si But-
terworth completed the 
Yorkshire Three Peaks 
Challenge in aid of the 
Yorkshire Service Ambu-
lance Charity.  

He completed the gru-
elling 24.5 mile course, 
which climbs over 5500 

feet, in a time of 8 hrs 9 
minutes. 

Si’s dog Ozzie ran the 
first section with him, 
before being handed over 
to his family at the 10 mile 
point.

If you’re interested in 
joining Shildon Running 
& Athletic Club you can 
contact them by email at 
secretary@ shildonrun-
ning.co.uk. 

You can find out more 
by searching Shildon Run-
ning Club on Facebook 
and follow them on Twit-
ter @ShildonRunning.

And if you’re a runner 
over the age of 18 you can 
go along and join them 
for a run on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 6.15pm 
at Shildon and Sunnydale 
Leisure Centre.

LAST WEEKEND saw 
Shildon Running and Ath-
letics Club once again 
enter a team in the Cancer 
Research Relay for Life. 

The Relay, held at Monk-
ton Stadium, last 23 
hours, and SRAC ensure 
that they have a runner on 
the track at all times. 

This year the team of 
Drew Griffiths, John Gray, 
Emma Flynn, JP Hupin 
and Kevin Thornton com-
pleted an amazing 115 
miles. 

All money raised from 
the event was donated to 
Cancer Research UK.

The weekend also saw a 
first for the club as Helen 
Race and Irene Ross com-
pleted the York Triathlon.

After completing the 
run, swim and cycle event 

YOU CAN RELAY ON SHILDON 
RUNNING & ATHLETICS CLUB

Shildon Running and Athletic Club’s Relay for Life team.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - 

Ridge Tile Repairs - New Roofs - 
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 

Felting and Pointing - Repairs 
UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 

& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Grass Cutting from £5
All outdoor work 

undertaken
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

SHILDON AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s latest lottery draw 
took place at Shildon AFC 
social club on Sunday 15th 
July.

The six numbers drawn 
on the night were: 1, 2, 6, 8, 
10 and 11. With no jackpot 

winners, the consolation 
prize of £25 was won by N 
Smith.

This week, players must 
match the six numbers 
drawn from the remaining 
14 to scoop the £700 jack-
pot.

LOTTERY LATEST 

THE SHILDON Sunder-
land Supporters coach 
to the club’s first home 
game of the new season 
on Saturday 4th August 

will depart from the Royal 
George in Shildon at 
9.30am and will stop en 
route for its normal pick-
ups thereafter. 

SHILDON SUNDERLAND BUS

THE NEXT meeting of the 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club will take place at 
the football ground social 
club on Sunday 12th 
August, where members 
can hear the latest news 
of the club committee’s 

activities. 
New members are 

always welcome.  It costs 
just £2 per year to join 
the supporters club with 
members entitled to dis-
counts on supporters bus 
travel.

SUPPORTERS CLUB MEETING

SHILDON HAVE pro-
gressed to the next round 
of the FA Cup without 
kicking a ball after the 
shock resignation of 
Team Northumbria from 
the Northern League. 

Shildon were due to play 
the university-based side 
in the Extra Preliminary 
Round but will now travel  
to Tadcaster Albion in the 
Preliminary Round after 
receiving a bye.

Blaming a reduction 
in  funding, a University 
spokesman said: “We can 
confirm that after careful 
consideration and review 
we have withdrawn from 
the Northern League.”

A spokesman for the 
Ebac Northern League 
said: “We’re disappointed 
that Team Northumbria 
has resigned from the 
league, in particular with 
a decision so close to the 
season.

“The management com-
mittee meets later this 
month and this will obvi-
ously be discussed then.”

Meanwhile, Shildon’s 
pre-season preparations 
continued last Saturday 
with a convincing 3-1 win 

over promoted North-
ern League champions, 
Marske United with Billy 
Greulich-Smith, Bradley 
Hird and player-manager, 
Daniel Moore scoring for 
the Railwaymen.

However, in a tougher 
game in midweek, they 
failed to reply to four 
goals scored by the pro-
fessionals of Hartlepool 
United, who netted twice 
in a minute on the half 
hour through Hawkins 
and Cassidy. 

A further goal by James 
gave the Pools a three-
goal advantage at the 
break, but Shildon were 
able to contain the visitors 
to just one goal in the sec-
ond half, scored by Muir.

Shildon will now travel 
to the amateurs of Hartle-
pool FC on Saturday (21st 
July) before finish their 
pre-season by hosting 
Long Eaton United of the 
Midland League Premier 
Division the following 
weekend.

The season gets under-
way in earnest on 4th 
August when Stockton 
Town are the visitors on 
Northern League duty.

SHILDON INTO NEXT ROUND OF 
FA CUP AFTER RESIGNATION


