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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfi eld Drive, Newton Aycliff e DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day � tting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Dolly Stitch-Up
Clothing Alterations, Handmade Items, 
Wedding Attire and Ironing Service

dollystitchup@hotmail.co.uk
Facebook: Dolly Stitch-Up

Tel: 07984 905 761

Kelly’s  Cards 
&  Gifts

Including Inks, Disks, Cases 
& other components

79 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 772323

Computer  AccessoriesComputer  Accessories

Mallard  makeover  begins  at  
Railway  Museum

The fi rst undercoat of 
garter-blue paint was put 
on the cab of the stripped 
down Dominion of Canada 
on Tuesday 19th February.
The Doncaster-built trans-
Atlantic traveller, which 

has come home to the UK 
from Montreal, Canada, is 
receiving a Mallard-style 
makeover in time for the 
75th anniversary celebra-
tions of the record-breaking 
locomotive capturing the 

world steam speed crown.
The Gresley designed A4 
made its historic return to 
UK soil for the fi rst time in 
over half a century at the 
Port of Liverpool in October 
last year, after a transcon-
tinental trek by rail across 
North America and an awe-
inspiring 2,527 mile Atlantic 
odyssey.
Visitors can view the 
ongoing cosmetic restora-
tion work on Dominion of 
Canada in the workshop of 
Locomotion, the National 
Railway Museum in Shildon 
until late Spring.
The ‘great gathering’ of 
Mallard and its sisters takes 
place from 3rd July till 17th 
July at the National Railway 
Museum in York.  The six 
streamlined steam giants 
will be gathered together 
around the Great Hall 
turntable, a sight never seen 
before. Admission is free.
For more information on the 
National Railway Museum’s 
75th anniversary plans 
for 2013 visit nrm.org.uk/
mallard75. For regular 
updates, follow the museum 
on twitter.com/railwaymu-
seum or on facebook.com/
nationalrailwaymuseum.

Apprentice, Jason Brown fi xes the engine numbers back on after the fi rst respray.

Get out those fl ares and 
tank tops because the 70s 
are back! 
The CATS Youth Theatre 
Group are well into fi nal 
rehearsals for their version 
of the Abba musical, 
Mamma Mia, which they 
will be performing at the 
Civic Hall on Thursday 14th, 
Friday 15th and Saturday 
16th March at 7.30pm, with 
a fi nal performance  on 
Sunday 17th March at 2pm.
The fi fty-strong cast of 
young people will keep 
you well entertained in 

the two-hour show with 
well-known hits such as  
‘Dancing Queen’, ‘Super 
Trouper,’ ‘Money Money 
Money’ and ‘Take A Chance 
On Me’.
For the show on Thursday 
14th March all tickets are 
priced at £3 each, whilst 
the Friday 15th to Sunday 
17th March performances 
cost £4.50 for adults, 
£2.50 for concessions and 
children aged 5-16 and £1 
for children aged 3-4.
To pre-book call 01388  
774838.  

Mamma Mia, the 
CATS are here!

The next Sunnydale/
Byerley PACT meeting 
will be held at 6.30pm on 
Wednesday 27th February 
at the Civic Hall.
The next Thickley PACT 
meeting will be held at the 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre from 6.30pm on 
Thursday 28th February.

PACT Meeting
The meetings will be 
attended by a representa-
tive from your neighbour-
hood policing team, will 
be specifi c to your area 
so that individual neigh-
bourhood priorities can 
be discussed. All members 
of the community are 
welcome.
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Olive Rewcastle

A face that is always 
on my mind

A smile I have seen 
a million times

Two eyes that would 
light up the sky at night

One last battle you 
could not fight

Always in our thoughts and 
spoken of every day,
Love Sharon & Peter

xxx

12.01.30 - 23.02.12
One year since you 

passed away

The day was long
then night, then morn

I knew that soon
you would be gone
I clasped your hand

so warm in mine
Soon we would be

out of time
To stay with us

you fought so hard
A million pieces
went my heart

Now a photo I look at
to see your smile

I keep your number
on my my speed dial

A video I watch
to hear your voice

This I do...
I have no choice

But great memories I will 
always keep with me
Your love in my heart

for eternity

I never got to say 
goodbye

To understand why
I can but try

Waiting in Heaven
from this moment on

Till God asks you
to bring me home...

I love you Mam xxx

We miss you every day 
Mam

With all our love,
Alan, Sandra, 

Josh & Elly

Olive Rewcastle

Miss you Grandma
Things are just not the same 

now you’re not here 
I’ve got memories of you 

that will stay with me 
forever

Think a warm John 
Smith’s is in order!

Love you Olly,
From Gemma

xxx

Olive Rewcastle
Grandma Olly

Olive Rewcastle

Dignified silence
A quiet tear

Cherished memories
Of a Mam so dear

Miss you Mam,
Love Maureen & John

xxx

Olive Rewcastle

Have you ever lost a 
Grandma

Or even felt the pain
Or even felt those 

bitter tears
That drop like falling rain

Love you,
Mel & Michael

xxx

If you’ve never had that 
feeling

We hope you never do
For when we lost our 

Grandma
It broke our hearts in two

Thank you for loving 
and sharing

And for giving and caring
God bless you and keep you

Until we meet again

Joe, Andrew & Christian
xxx

Olive Rewcastle
“Ramma”

We hold you close
within our hearts

And there you shall remain
To walk with us

throughout our lives
Until we meet again

Miss you Mam,
From Di, Kev, Lisa & Jordan

xxx

Olive Rewcastle

When days are dark
And friends are few

Dear Mam 
How I think of you

Always in our thoughts,
Linda & Brian

Olive Rewcastle

Friends are friends
If they are true

I lost my best friend
When I lost you

Not a day goes by that I 
don’t think about you

Got many happy memories
The house is not the same 

without you
(Telly not so loud) 

Love and miss you so much 
Grandma, from 

Brian, Kim, Annelise & bump
xxx

Olive Rewcastle
Seeing you on the 

wishing star

Love Charlotte, 
John & Michaela

xxx

Olive Rewcastle
Grandma Olly

Thinking of you Ol

Love Faith, Mickey 
& Mica

xx

Olive Rewcastle

Remembering Mam & Dad 
today and always

Love and miss you both

Elaine, Tony, Gerard 
& families

Dobson
Joan - 21.2.12
Billy - 25.2.06

Precious memories of a 
loving Dad & Grandad
Always in our thoughts

Miss you so much, 
Tracy, Jason, Sarah & Aimee

John Clarkson
26.2.2012

Thinking of you every day
Precious memories

Never stray

Your loving Wife, Doreen

John Clarkson
26.2.2012

Forever in our hearts
And never forgotten

Love Trevor, Heather 
& Dean

John Clarkson
26.2.2012

Time passes fast
But memories last

Miss you Dad,
Alan & Gillian

John Clarkson
26.2.2012

Those we love
Don’t go away

They walk beside us
Every day

Forever in our hearts,
John, Anne, Steven, Gary, 

Paul & family

John Clarkson
26.2.2012

Loving memories of a 
wonderful Mam

Missing you always,
Bobby

xx

Jean F Pattinson
February 25th 2003

Birthday Memories

Thinking of you 
on your 2nd Birthday

All our love, 
Auntie Philippa, Uncle 
David, Cousins Daniel 

& Dain
xxx

Aleshia Nicole 
Evans-Dodds

Born sleeping
19th February 2011

Advertise in 
The Crier
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731
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Betty Carr

80th Birthday

Love and best wishes from 
Liz & Keith, Susan & Derek, 

Judith & David, 
and Nephews & Nieces

xxx

27th February

80!

Happy Birthday

From Jackie, Stephen, 
Michael & Vicky

x

Linda Wilson
26.2.13

65!

Happy 40th Birthday 
to our Big Sis & Aunty

Love Rachael, Peter, 
Lili-Rose & Tyler

x

Lynda Parker

40!

Happy 40th Birthday 
Enjoy your weekend

Love Mam & Dad
x

Lynda Parker

Happy 18th Birthday
Have a fantastic day

All our love,
Mam & Dad

Ayesha Louise 
Bunting

18!

18 at last Sis!!

Loads of love,
Mel, Teri & Jason

Ayesha Louise 
Bunting

Happy 18th Birthday

All our love, Nathan, 
Haydon & Paige-May

Auntie Ayesha

Happy Birthday Mam

Lots of love,
Maisie & Charlie

xxxxx

Jill Fieldson
40th - 23rd February

Happy Birthday darling

Love you loads,
Craig
xxxxx

Jill Fieldson
40th - 23rd February

40!

Happy 40th Birthday to 
our special Godmother

Love from Isabelle 
& Alex

xxx

Jill Fieldson

Beth Olivia Alderson

Haooy 18th Birthday 
on 21st February

Lots of love,
Mam & Stephen

xxx
It’s Party Time!

18!

Beth Olivia Alderson

Happy 18th 
Enjoy your party

Love Nanna & Granda 
and all the family

21st February

Happy Birthday

Lots of love, Auntie Jill, 
Craig, Maisie & Charlie

xxx

Beth Alderson
18th - 21st February

Need to contact The Crier 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

Sue and family of the late 
John would like to thank 
Sue’s Brother Andrew, 

Dean & Amy from Shildon 
AFC, Kemi George from 
Seaham Red Star, the 

paramedics and staff at 
Sunderland University 

Hospital, Michael and the 
physio team at Bishop 

Auckland Hospital, Bruce, 
Gordon and the ambulance 

crews, the team at the 
Artificial Limb Centre 

at James Cook Hospital, 
Mr Corner, his team and 

the nursing staff from 
Darlington Memorial 

Hospital who took care of 
John through the horrible 
period in his life in 2010. 
You were always in his 

thoughts for the care you 
gave him. Special thanks 
from Sue to family and 
friends who have been 
there for her. A massive 

thank you for all the 
wonderful cards, flowers 
and donations received. 
Special thanks to Leigh 

at John Meynell Funeral 
Services for being there for 
the family. And last but not 

least, a big thank you to 
Sue’s Nephew John.

John Hay

Joan and family would like 
to express their heartfelt 
thanks to everyone for all 

their kindness and support 
following their sad loss. 

Thanks to Holly Lodge Care 
Home and special thanks to 

Gibson’s Funeral Services 
for their help and guidance.

Bill Trusler

Man with a Van
From one item to a van load

Ring / text for a quote
07880 795 499

Services

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07790 509 925

A pair of Mackay’s Carpets
80/20 wool - cream & beige. 
8yds x 4yds. Cost £1,250. 

Will accept £270.
Tel: 07775 695 480

Wall-mounted electric fire
Tan surround, chrome 
mirrored-effect front. 

As new. £50
Tel: 07544 394 310

Stainless Towel Rail Radiator
300 x 600 approx + fittings.

As new. £40.
Tel: 07544 394 310

Property

House to Let
2 Bed warm, clean home.

Good area. Employed only.
Tel: 07879 031 770

Full / Part House Removals
including single items, local or 

nationwide.  Tel David on:
01325 321567 or

07984 817111

Found
Female Tortoiseshell Cat

In Dale Road area
Contact 775504

Birthdays

Happy 90th Birthday to the 
best Great Grandmother

Lots of love and kisses
Connor and Jessica

xxxxx

Marjorie Hodgson

Wishing you a very Happy 
90th Birthday

All our love, 
Phil, Susan, Lee, Simon, 

Matthew & Adam
xxxxx

Marjorie Hodgson

90!

Jackhuahua Puppies

Gorgeous Jackhuahua 
puppies (Jack Russell / 
Chihuahua) ready now. 
Two bitches, £250, three 
dogs, £200. Wormed and 
vet checked. Mother and 
father both have a lovely 
temperament as do pups.

Call 07515 552 824.
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J.P. POTTLE
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proo� ng
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Affordable 
Appliance Repairs

Washing Machines
Tumble Driers
Electric Cookers

Dishwashers
Vacuum Cleaners

Free local call out
Call Nev on Daytime: 

07823 332 535
Evenings: 01388 722 369

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
(PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY NO. 40 SHILDON PARISH ) 

PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY STOPPING UP & DEFINITIVE MAP 
& STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2013

The above order was made on 14 February 2013, the effect of 
which will be to stop up Public Bridleway No. 40 Shildon Parish 
from a point opposite No 4 Spout Lane, Shildon in a generally 
south easterly direction for 209m to the junction with Public 
Footpath No. 38 Shildon Parish, at a point north west of East 
Thickley Grange, as shown on the order plan, a copy of which may 
be viewed with the Order free of charge at County Hall, Durham 
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm and at Ferryhill Library during normal opening 
hours.  Copies of the Order and map may be bought there at the 
price of £1.15.

Any representation about or objection to the Order may be 
forwarded in writing to Loraine Holding, Legal Assistant, 
County Hall, Durham, DH1 5UL or by email to 
Highways.orders@durham.gov.uk (ref: 92505), no later than 21 
March 2013.  Please state the grounds on which it is made.  If no 
such representations or objections to the Order are duly made, 
or if any so made are withdrawn, the County Council of Durham 
may itself confi rm the Order as an unopposed Order.  If the Order 
is sent to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs for confi rmation any representations or objections which 
have not been withdrawn will be sent with the Order.

Dated: 21 February 2013

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & 

Democratic Services
County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY STOPPING UP AND DEFINITIVE 
MAP AND STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER

 TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990, SECTION 257
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981, SECTION 53A(2)

WES (NE) LTDWES (NE) LTDWES (NE) LTD
ELECTRICAL & PROPERTY SERVICESELECTRICAL & PROPERTY SERVICESELECTRICAL & PROPERTY SERVICES

All  Electrical,  Plastering, All  Electrical,  Plastering, All  Electrical,  Plastering, 
Joinery,  Services.Joinery,  Services.Joinery,  Services.

Comprehensive Comprehensive Comprehensive 
property solutionsproperty solutionsproperty solutions

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel:  07969 751 225Tel:  07969 751 225Tel:  07969 751 225

NAPIT  approvedNAPIT  approvedNAPIT  approved
Domestic  InstallerDomestic  InstallerDomestic  Installer

House To Let

2 Bed Terrace

Freville Street

£360 pcm

Deposit Required

Contact Simon
07884 377 807

On Friday 15th February, a 
handbag was stolen from 
a women shopping in the 
Morrison’s store, Shildon.
Michael Thomas Collier, 
aged 33 from Moorside, 
Spennymoor, was later 
arrested and charged with 
the theft. 
Collier was charged with 
19 other offences in the 

Handbag  stolen
Durham & North Yorkshire 
areas and included a 
dwelling burglary, theft of 
a motor vehicle, robbery, 
shoplifting and fi ve other 
handbag thefts. 
Collier was remanded 
in custody until the 21st 
February when he will 
appear before Durham 
Crown Court. 

Students  have  their  say  on  the 
media 

Students at Sunnydale 
Community College have 
been given a chance to 
infl uence parliamentary 
policy.
Members of a Year 11 
citizenship class at the 
school were quizzed by 
the Shadow Minister for 
Culture, Media and Sport, 
Bishop Auckland MP Helen 
Goodman, about their 
views on a range of media-
related matters.
As the next generation of 
voters they were asked 
to give a young person’s 
perspective on issues such 
as the portrayal of body 
image, media piracy and 
online bullying.
The meeting was organised 
to help shape and inform 
future Labour policy on the 

media.
The students criticised the 
authorities responsible for 
tackling illegal downloading 
for focussing their attention 
on individuals doing small 
amounts of downloading 
rather than the people who 
create the applications and 
technologies that make it 
possible.
They also encouraged her 
to press for legal sanctions 
to be taken against people 
using social media for 
cyber-bullying, rather 
than simply relying on the 
businesses running the 
networks to take action 
against their own members.
They expressed their anger 
at what they claimed was 
the stereotyping of young 
people by the media and 

they called for action to 
be taken on images which 
have been manipulated 
using computer software 
to make them appear more 
attractive. They demanded 
those publishing such pho-
tographs should have to 
label them as having been 
doctored.
Mrs Goodman said she 
was pleased to have the 
opportunity to meet the 
students.
“I am particularly 
interested in talking to 
young people to get their 
views on these matters 
because they are the users 
of these new technologies, 
more so than people of my 
age, and they use them 
in different ways to my 
generation.”

MP Helen Goodman chats with some of the class members (L-R: Rebecca Henderson, 
Connor Maguire, Anthony Brown and Jennifer Davis).

A Family Charity Evening 
will be held at the Shildon 
Civic Hall on Friday 1st 
March from 7.30pm to 11pm 
to raise funds for the Town 
Mayor’s Charity, Help The 
Heroes and other groups. 
There will be live en-
tertainment and a disco 
during the evening.
A spokesperson for the 
event said, "This is a great 
family night out, something 
for everyone to enjoy. 
“A real family evening get 
together and no worries  

about baby sitters. 
“Live performances of 
music and dancing from 
local theatre groups the 
Tearaways and the CATS 
will take place during the 
evning. 
“There will also be a Raffl e 
and all proceeds are of 
course going to worthy 
causes."
Tickets are £2 each and 
can be purchased on the 
door. For more information 
call 01388  772563 or 01388  
774838.

Mayor’s  family  
charity  evening

Find us on Facebook at

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our offi  ce hours are

Monday to Friday 10.00am until 2.00pm.
or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

On Saturday 16th February, 
a disturbance occurred in 
Mill Street, Shildon.
Graeme Thomas Richard 
Richardson, aged 19 years 
of Laurel Court, Shildon, 
was later charged with 
criminal damage (two 
doors of a property) and 

possessing a knife blade 
(kitchen knife) in a public 
place. 
Richardson was given con-
ditional bail not to enter 
Shildon and will appear 
before Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court on 27th 
February.

Criminal  damage  
charge

On Friday 15th February, 
a theft occurred at the 
convenience store in 
Coronation Avenue, Shildon. 
A 17 year-old male from 
Sunnyside Avenue, Shildon, 

was later arrested and 
charged with the theft of 
cider from the store. 
The male will appear before 
Newton Aycliffe Youth 
Court on the March.

Store  theft

For Rent

2 Bedroomed house 

in Shildon. Excellent 

condition. Local landlords, 

Fred & Margaret Archer.

Contact: 01388 774233
Mobile: 07711 709 855

Free Zumba Class
Wednesday 27th February 7-8pm

At Sunnydale Leisure Centre, Shildon
Classes to continue every Wed, 7-8pm at £3.50
Come & experience the hottest Zumba class, 

conducted by Yoana, Latin American instructor
Mobile: 07759 170 419  Email: salsajh@yahoo.co.uk

zumbayo ocampo

The Children in Distress 
Easter Raffl e ticket sale is 
now under way.
There are many great 
prizes to be won including 
a fi rst prize of a large 
Easter egg, a second prize 

of a food hamper and a 
third prize of an ornament.
Raffl e tickets are just £1 
a strip and can be bought 
from ?????. 
The draw will take place on 
15th March.

Children  in  distress

Shildon's sprints group 
tested their athletes winter 
training progression over 
the last few weeks with 
great rewards for many 
of the young speedsters 
who managed to beat all 
the disruption January's 
weather could throw at 
them. 
It began at the Gateshead 
College Indoor open on 
the 17th January with the 
Under 15 girls (u15g) event. 
Emily Gledhill opened pro-
ceedings with a pb of 8.65s 
over 60m.Also in the u15g 
Courtney Mills set a new 
pb of 8.88s in the 60m and 
opened her jumps account 
for the season with 8.65m 
in the triple jump. 
Jarrows young athlete’s 
indoor league provided 
the next venue where 
once again Emily Gledhill 
produced a pb of 8.4s over 
60m to reach the u15g 
fi nal, a time she repeated 
to claim 1st place and take 
home the winner’s trophy.
Quick on her heels was 
Ciara Hughes winning her 
heat in 8.8s (pb) and a 
fourth place fi nish overall. 
While also in the u15g 60m 
Courtney Mills returned to 
action with a time of 9.1s in 
her heat. 
In the u17 women’s events 
Georgia Hirst made her 
seasons bow to record a 
double victory in both the 
60m and 600m. Georgia 
recorded a new pb of 8.5s 
in the 60m and followed 

this up by making light of 
her dislike for Jarrow’s 
turning boards to fi nish 
in 2.01.9s over the longer 
distance.
With the return of milder 
weather, Shildon’s sprinters 
turned their attention to 
the North East Counties 
Indoor Championships 
where Emily Gledhill 
continued her assault on 
her personal best perfor-
mances over 60m. Emily 
qualifi ed 1st from her heat 
in the u15g event in 8.26s 
and went on to lower this to 
8.21s in the fi nal where she 
attained an excellent silver 
medal. 
From the lower end of the 
age group, Ciara Hughes 
narrowly missed out on 
a place in the fi nal of the 
same event coming 2nd in 
a new pb of 8.67s. Never-
theless Ciara returned to 
action in the B event fi nal 
where she attained 1st 
place in a new pb of 8.6s, 
earning her 7th position 
overall in the event. 
In the u15b event Connor 
Barrass qualifi ed for the 
fi nal in 8.53s (pb), where he 
repeated the time to gain a 
respectable 6th place.
Not to be out done the 
club’s u13g shone despite 
being in the lower end of 
the age classifi cation and 
being able to compete in 
the same age group next 
year. 
Maddie Wells made a fi ne 
debut in competition for 

Running  club  news
the club reaching the 
fi nal in a pb time of 9.05s. 
Rachel Bennett continued 
to cement her reputation as 
an outstanding competitor 
winning her heat in 8.8s 
despite a recent injury 
hampering preparations.
However in the u13g fi nal 
Shildon’s stars shone again 
to claim fi ne silver and 
bronze medals for Rachel 
and Maddie respectively.
Jade Hepple made her 
season’s debut after illness 
to equal her pb of 9.5s and 
qualify for the B fi nal in this 
age group. Jade went on 
to run the same time and 
fi nish 3rd in the B fi nal.
Meanwhile some familiar 
names returned to action 
in the jumps with Rachel 
Bennett (3.79m) and Jade 
Hepple (3.49m) fi nishing 
in a respectable 6th and 
9th position at the North 
East Indoor age group 
championships. Courtney 
Mills competing in the u15g 
fi nished in 5th position with 
4.04m
Shildon Running & Athletic 
Club is open to anyone from 
the age of 8 upwards.
Anyone interested in joining 
the club can go along for a 
free try-out session.
For details check the 
club website at www.
shildonrunning.co.uk. For 
more information, call 
the new phone number 
07592 611600 or e-mail; 
secretary@shildonrunning.
co.uk

In South Africa, Boers 
and British troops fi ght in 
the Battle of Hart’s Hill.

King Louis-Philippe of 
France abdicates the 
throne.

Pope Pius V excommuni-
cates Queen Elizabeth I of 
England.

This  week  in  History

20 February 1472

Orkney and Shetland 
are pawned by Norway 
to Scotland in lieu of a 
dowry for Margaret of 
Denmark.

The British government, 
under Winston Churchill, 
abolishes identity cards in 
the UK to “set the people 
free”.

Independence of Saint 
Lucia from the United 
Kingdom.

21 February 1952 22 February 1979

23 February 1900 24 February 1848 25 February 1570

On Wednesday 13th 
February, police executed 
a drugs warrant at an 
address in Maple Avenue, 
Shildon. 
A quantity of cannabis was 
recovered and the two 

occupants were arrested 
on suspicion of possession 
of the cannabis with intent 
to supply. 
Both were given police bail 
pending forensic confi rma-
tion of the drugs. 

Cannabis  found

Coff ee  morning
St. John’s Church Hall is 
holding a coffee morning 
on Saturday 23rd February 

from 10.00 – 11.30am.
The venue will also host a 
cake stall at the same time.
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Panel, plain and mirror doors
Quality from start to finish  

Chr is  Ford
sl i d i n g d o o r wa rd r o b es

01429 880995
07832 358514

GRAHAM CLAREY
Kitchens & Bedrooms

Huge range of quality made to measure Kitchens & Bedrooms 
at affordable prices

We’ll beat any genuine like for like quote
FREE Oven, Hob & Extractor with all fully fitted Kitchens

New Spennymoor showroom opening soon
Tel: 01388 663847 Mob: 07402814737 Email: grahamclarey@gmail.com

Driving Lessons

Friendly,  patient and professional 
tuition.

Learn to drive in one week or take 
your time with weekly lessons

Tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

www.121driving.net

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

On Thursday 14th February, 
damage was caused to a 
front door of an address in 
Freville Street, Shildon. 
Gary Steven Sheel, aged 

Door  damaged
25, was arrested and 
charged with the damage.
Sheel will appear before 
Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court on 1st March.

Shildon’s Church Street 
Post Office is in the process 
of installing a new  external 
cashpoint machine which 

Cashpoint  machine
will be available 24 hours 
a day.  The machine will 
be ready for use from 
Thursday 28th February.

Sainsburys

Residents at South Church Nursing Home got a pleasant surprise on Saturday 16th 
February when  staff from Sainsbury’s in St. Helen’s, paid them a visit and presented 
them with a vast array of lovely flowers, which were received with admiration.

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

With reference to the letter in your 600th 
issue by someone signing themselves as J 
Anderson, may I point out that the initials 
may be the same, but my husband did not 
write this letter, as some people seem to 
think.

This is the second time in a matter of weeks 
that someone’s identity has been questioned 
by letters in the Crier and caused upset to 
families and now pensioners.

Yours sincerely,
Florence M Anderson,
Dean Gardens,
Shildon

Editor says: All letter writers have the option of 
witholding their personal details from publication, 
although it is a requirement that the Crier must 
know the writer’s identity before any letter can be 
published.
Clearly there will be the possibility of a coincidence 
when a person with a similar name to another 
person signs a letter but requests that their address 
be witheld. It is unfortunate in this instance that 
the request to withold some information has led to 
a mis-identification.

Durham County Council has 
organised an information 
session designed to make 
local employers aware of 
the benefits of taking on 
apprentices.
A joint event between 
Durham County Council and 
the National Apprentice-
ship Service will take place 
at the Radisson Blu hotel in 
Durham City on Thursday, 
February 28th and all local 
employers are welcome. 
The event will feature 
talks from businesses who 
have already taken on ap-
prentices and information 
on the many benefits they 
have seen as a result. 
Employers will hear 
first-hand about the wage 
and training incentives 
available for taking on ap-
prentices as well as the 
scheme which sees ap-
prentices ‘shared’ between 
more than one business. 
Starting at 8am, attendees 
will hear talks from three 
local SMEs who have already 
seen the advantages from 
taking on apprentices; 
Electrical Services North 
East, Middleton Design and 
Altec Engineering. 
This is followed by a drop 
in session between 9am 

and 10am where employers 
will have the opportunity 
to network and discuss the 
opportunities with other 
attendees. 
During this informal 
session, employers have 
the opportunity to raise 
questions specific to their 
business needs to ensure 
they get the best advice on 
the help, support and grant 
assistance on offer.
David Steel of Altec En-
gineering said, “I would 
encourage all local 
employers to come along 
to the event to learn 
more about the benefits 
of taking on apprentices. 
I look forward to sharing 
our experience of how 
the incentives offered 
by the council and the 
National Apprenticeship 
Service made taking on 
an apprentice easy and 
provided a boost for our 
business.” 
Cllr Neil Foster, Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said, “The 
county has a high number 
of young and long term 
unemployed people so 
we are proud to lead the 
way in encouraging local 
employers to take on ap-

Could  your  business  benefit 
from  an  apprentice?

prentices. 
“The council is committed 
to working with the 
National Apprenticeship 
Service to show local 
businesses that, with the 
help and support we can 
offer, there has never been 
a better time to take on an 
apprentice.” 
If you would like to book 
a place on the session and 
find out more about ap-
prenticeships, the benefits 
they can bring to your 
company and the funding 
available, contact Michelle 
Lamb from Durham County 
Council’s Employability 
Team on m.lamb@durham.
gov.uk or 03000 262009. 
Employers who are unable 
to make the session but 
would still like further 
information are also 
invited to get in touch as 
the council is also happy 
to come out and visit 
businesses to discuss taking 
on an apprentice.

Fish  farm  sold  for  £153,000
The former fish farm at 
Eden Grange has been sold 
by Shildon Town Council  
for £153,000.
The windfall will be used 
to help fund local projects 
for the town council. 
The town council deemed 
the fish farm surplus to re-
quirements in 2010 and put 
it up for sale. 
The 11.59 acre site includes 
five fishing ponds and 
extensive office accom-
modation, including the 
two-storey Eden Grange, 
built as the superinten-
dent’s home when the site 
was run as a sewage works 

by Northumbrian Water. 
An un-named Newton 
Aycliffe man has bought 
the site.
Mick Waterson, the town 
council’s clerk said, “We 
no longer had any use for 
the building and decided it 
would be in the council’s 
best interest to sell it and 
the councillors agreed. 
There were lots of bids 
and the sale was finally 
completed this week.” 
The council initially agreed 
to sell the land for £167,000 
but before the sale was 
finalised, vandals  caused 
damage to the site that 

resulted in its value being 
reduced to the final sale 
amount.
The town council took over 
the land from Northum-
brian Water in 1984. 
New Shildon Angling Club 
used three fishing ponds 
built in the former sewage 
pits but in recent times the 
site has  become badly run 
down. 
Councillor Brian Stoker, 
Shildon’s town mayor, said: 
“We were all in favour 
of the sale and I think 
everyone will have their 
own ideas of what to do 
with the money. 

Advertise in 
The Crier

Call Jeff on
01388 775896

0790 999 2731
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NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS
Everything moved from £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

Gas Safe Registered 

D.L.G. 
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Servicing & repairs
Bathroom Installations 

inc. tiling
Free Estimates 24hr call out

Time-served

Ring Dave on
01388 606663

or 07513 590498

RRR...JJJ...AAA... CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMEDDRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMEDDRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;We specialise in;We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGINGBLOCK PAVING - FLAGGINGBLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLSFENCING - WALLSFENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIREDDRIVEWAYS REPAIREDDRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work UndertakenAll Building Work UndertakenAll Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675Tel: 01325 312675Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466Mob: 07957 612466Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE DOG GROOMERS
Mutley’sMutley’s

Fully qualifi ed dog handlers
Pick up & drop off service 
Home boarding available
No area too far
For a competitive price 
on any dog, give us a call

tel: 01388 813297
mobile: 07951 501658

Police are appealing for 
witnesses after a garage 
was broken into in Scott 
Street, Shildon, between 
4.30pm on Saturday 16th 
and 7.45am on Sunday 

17th February. Various 
tools were taken, together 
with a wallet and cash. 
Anyone with information is 
urged to contact police on 
101.

Garage  break-in

Thomas James Brazell, 
of Jubilee Road, Shildon, 
will return to the court 
in Darlington on 30th 
April after magistrates at 
Newton Aycliffe released 
him on conditional bail.
The 18-year-old had earlier 
pleaded guilty to a charge 
of criminal damage but not 
guilty to a charge of assault, 
both charges arising out of 
an incident, in Shildon, on 
26th January.

Brazell at fi rst represented 
himself in court but was 
advised to consult with 
the duty solicitor. Matters 
were stood down and the 
defendant was legally rep-
resented when he returned 
to the courtroom. 
Brazell admitted that there 
had been a chase and that 
he had damaged a window 
of a dwelling belonging to 
Marc Aldworth but denied 
assaulting him.

Conditional  bail  
extended

ERIC’S 
FISH BAR
22 Dean Street, Shildon, 

Tel: 01388 776549

The BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
Cod & Chips offer is on 

EVERY TUESDAY 
and will continue for the 

foreseeable future.

NEW LONGER 
OPENING HOURS
from Monday 4th Feb

MON 11-2 4-7
TUE 11-8  (All Day)
WED 11-2 4-8
THU 11-2 4-8
FRI All Day
SAT All Day

Local MP for the area, 
Helen Goodman paid a 
visit to Shildon Town Credit 
Union on Tuesday 19th 
February to promote the 
Union facilities in the light 
of the closure of the last 
bank in the town HSBC.
The Union, which is run 
by volunteers, has been 
in existence in Shildon for 
over 25 years. Originally 
called St. Thomas’ Credit 
Union, it is now called 
Shildon Town Credit Union.
Through a variety of cir-
cumstances, membership 
has fallen from a high of 
250 to an all time low at the 
moment of 70 members.
Despite the low 

membership, a credit union 
remains a good and safe 
way to save or take out a 
cheap loan. 
The union is now looking for 
new members. It operates 
from the Methodist Church 
Hall in Main Street, Shildon 
and is open every Tuesday 
from 1.30pm until 3pm and 
every Thursday from 12 
noon till 1.30pm. 
A 1% interest is given out 
as a dividend, based on the 
share balance. 
Savers have between £30 
up to £2,000 put away.
Helen Goodman said, 
“Shildon Town Credit Union 
is a really important asset 
to the town. Following the 

MP  visits  Credit  Union

HSBC closure it provides 
a safe place for people to 
save and also offers cheap 
loans, thus avoiding the 
loan sharks”. 
Chairman Tom Williams 
said, “If you want details 
about our facility, just call 
in any Tuesday or Thursday. 
We are pleased to announce 
we have recently acquired 
two new volunteers to help 
out, but we are always 
looking for more volunteers 
to help us run the Union, 
so, if it is something you 
may fancy, please call in”. 
For more information log 
onto shildontowncreditun-
ion.co.uk.

Local MP, Helen Goodman with Credit Union volunteers, Tom Williams, Chairman and 
Pip and Rick Hope.

If you want to make the 
most of your potential, 
Shildon Library is inviting  
readers to make the most 
of free sessions that will 
give information, advice, 
guidance and one-to-one 
support in the following 
areas:
Basic skills assessments;     
Looking for jobs and    

Looking for courses.
Trained staff will be at 
Shildon Library from 
1.30pm to 3.30pm on the 
following Tuesdays: 26th 
February, 12th March, 26th 
March and 23rd April.
For more information 
contact Deborah Gardner, 
Engagement Offi cer on 
03000 266 206.

Reach Your 
Potentional

Intergenerational  carousel
Shildon Community Safety 
Group organised an In-
tergenerational Safety 
Carousel which took place 
on Thursday 7th February. 
Local people together with 
school children from the 
three primary schools in 
the town came together 

to participate in a variety 
of community safety 
workshops which included 
an art workshop around 
loving your community. The 
groups worked together to 
design a tree showing what 
they love about Shildon. 
Other workshops included 

safety in the home, run 
by Shildon police and Fire 
Safety.
“The day was a success 
and  we would like to thank 
all who took part,” said a 
group spokesperson.
The tree is to be displayed 
at Shildon Library.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

1 Norman Terrace
Chilton, DL17 0HF 01388 721284

R A Taylor
RDT. Dip. CDT RCS (Eng)

Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures

While-you-wait denture repairs
Easy parking - no steps GDC Reg 154105

ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR A QUICK SALE?
WANTED 2-3-4 Bed Houses 
to buy or sell & rent back in 

Shildon & Surrounding Areas
TO LET

1-2-3 Bed Houses, 
Shildon & Surrounding Areas

Call Stuart on

07961 779 704 

Durham Tigers Rugby 
League will be renewing 
its ties with Super League’s 
Bradford Bulls.  
On Friday 22nd and Saturday 
23rd February the Tigers 
will be hosting a two day 
coaching course by Bradford 
Bull’s coaches at Shildon’s 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre. 
Tickets will cost £10 a day 
and offer players the chance 
of time with some of this 
country’s leading coaches. 
This will be the third time 
that the Tigers have hosted 
Bradford Bulls coaches at 
Sunnydale. 

Club Secretary Phil Selby 
said, “Following two highly 
successful previous courses 
we are honoured that the 
Bulls have agreed to this 
because we are determined 
to give local kids the best 
training and opportunities 
possible, so that if they are 
interested in pursuing rugby 
further, then they can. 
“The Bulls are always 
looking for new players that 
have the potential to play 
professionally, and we give 
them the opportunity to 
look for talent outside of the 
Yorkshire area.”

Preparations for the 2013 
cricket season are in 
hand with members and 
supporters urged to pull 
out all the stops in the 
coming weeks in order 
that Shildon Railway 
Cricket Club can meet the 
challenges ahead. 
“We are entering new 
territory this season with 
cricket across the county 
having been restructured, 
said club chairman, John 
Brennan. 
“Our senior sides will be 
travelling further afield 
and playing against sides 
we’ve never met before, 
not even in cup competi-
tions.
“It’s exciting and promises 
to be a real test. We need 
to be thoroughly prepared 

both on and off the field 
and take this as a real op-
portunity to show off our 
town and team to visitors 
from right across the 
county. 
“We hope that the local 
community will rally 
around with support and 
sponsorship and that our 
teams will improve perfor-
mances and be competitive 
at all levels,” he added.
Indoor nets are scheduled 
for Sundays 17th, 24th and 
31st March from 12 o’clock 
until 2pm at Greenfields 
College in Newton Aycliffe.
Outdoor practices will 
then commence on 4th 
April and each subsequent 
Thursday for senior players 
at 6pm and each Friday for 
junior players. 

A general spruce up of 
the ground, including 
perimeter fencing, 
changing rooms, scorebox 
and other areas of the 
ground will take place on 
Saturdays 6th, 13th and 
20th April from 10.30am 
and all hands will be 
welcome to help. 
“Just wear some old 
clothes and bring along 
a paint brush,” said a 
spokesman.
The club would welcome 
donations of any external 
white paint. 
The club is also looking to 
appoint a scorer or scorers 
for its senior teams.
Reasonable expenses will 
be paid. Anyone interested 
should contact John 
Brennan on 01388 773663.

Cricket club’s  pre-season  
preparations  in  hand

Tigers  host  Bulls

Shildon AFC travelled to 
Ashington for a league 
game on Saturday 15th 
February 2013, mindful 

they they normally never 
do very well at the Colliers.
Ashington had already 
beaten Shildon 2 - 0 when 

the teams met at Dean 
Street in November, so it 
was going to be a difficult 
place to get a result.

Railwaymen  make  up  ground   with  vital   away  win
Nevertheless, the 
Railwaymen came away 
with all three points after 
a ground out 2-1 victory.
Ashington were ahead 
after 15 minutes when 
Glen Taylor found Andrew 
Johnson who fired in past 
Keith Finch.
Shortly after, two good 
clearances from Ben Chris-
rensen kept Shildon in the 
game.
With a very bumpy playing 
surface it was very difficult 
for either team to get into 
any sort of rhythm. 
Shildon were unable to play 
their normal passing game 
and Ashington’s policy was 
firing long balls up field, 
which Shildon defence 
dealt with admirably.
Just on half-time an 
Ashington breakaway saw 
James Taylor fire across 
the face of the goal.
Half Time:  Ashington  1  
Shildon  0 
Shildon were on level 
terms just two minutes 
after the re-start when 
Billy Gruelich-Smith was 
man handled in the box 
by Jordan Mellish for a 
penalty which was suitably 
dispatched by Mark 
Hudson.
The Railwaymen were a 
better outfit in the second 
half and should have had 
a penalty on 65 minutes 
when Sam Garvie was 
brought down in the box.
A minute later however, 
they took the lead when 
new signing from Crook 

Town, Craig Hughes, 
brother of midfield regular, 
Chris, took an excellent 
long range throw, even 
better than Stoke’s Rory 
Delap. 
It found the head of Billy 
Gruelich-Smith who beat 
the keeper, Karl Dryden. 
It was just reward for Billy, 
as he had won everything 
in the air throughout the 
game.
Moments later the 
debutant Hughes was 
replaced by another new 
boy, Mark Tait.
Tait was released earlier 
in the week by Whitby 
Town and manager, Gary 
Forrest pounced to snap 
up the midfielder as, with 
a minimum 29 games to 
play in the final 9 weeks, 
he looks to strengthen his 
squad for the remainder 
of the season. Tait slotted 
as comfortably into the 
midfield as any regular. 
There were no further 
chances for either side and 
Shildon saw the game out.
Full Time:  Ashington  1  
Shildon  2.
Man-of-the-Match: Ben 
Christensen.  Another hard 
decision as BIlly Gruelich-
Smith, Carl Jones and Craig 
Hughes all played really 
well.
After the match manager 
Gary Forrest said, “I 
thought we were a bit off 
the pace in the 1st half, but 
we upped our game in the 
2nd half. It is a hard place 
to come and get a victory”.

Mark Hudson sends the keeper the wrong way to draw the sides level.

more sport on page 7




