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“This is an 
exciting 
opportunity 
for those with 
a keen interest 
in their local 
community 

THE BISHOP Auckland 
and Shildon AAP Board 
is recruiting for Board 
members within the 
public representative 
category.

A spokesperson said, 
“This is an exciting 
opportunity for those 
with a keen interest in 
their local community 
to join a dynamic and 
proactive Board who 
have successfully 
delivered a number of 
projects throughout the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP area since 
the formation of the 
Partnership in June 2009.

“The role itself is not 
onerous, in terms of time 
commitments, there is a 
requirement to attend a 
Board Meeting every two 
months, and preferably 
to have input to at least 
one of our Task & Finish 
Groups who take a lead 
in addressing our local 
priorities. 

AAP BOARD 
RECRUITING 
NEW MEMBERS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

A UNIVERSITY graduate 
from Shildon is cele-
brating  after scooping 
£1M in the EuroMillions 
UK Millionaire Maker draw 
on 9th January 2018.

Alex Best, 21, who 
graduated from the 
University of Bolton last 
September, will now use 
his newfound fortune to 
follow his dream career in 

music event production.
He said, “I love going to 

music festivals and gigs 
and my degree has helped 
me realise it’s what I want 
to do as a career. Thanks 
to this win, I no longer 
have to do part time work 
and can put all my focus 
in getting my dream job 
working in the music 
industry.

“It’s what I love doing, 
hopefully I can go on 
tours with big music stars 
or work at festivals like 
Glastonbury.”

He added, “It’s an 
unbelievable feeling 
knowing that I’m now 
debt-free. Every student 
has money worries, 
working from paycheck 
to paycheck, so it’s just 

amazing to know I never 
have to worry again. 

“This win is going to 
completely transform my 
life and those around me. 
It’s already shaping up to 
be the best year yet.” 

Alex explained he was 
going about his daily 
routine when he decided 

SHILDON MAN SCOOPS £1MILLION WINDFALL
Alex Best is considering buying an Aston Martin with his lottery winnings.

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  Tel: 01388 772671
With Two Drawers 

FREE Headboard FREE Delivery

SPECIAL PURCHASE 4’ 6” Double Divan

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

VISITORS TO the Crier 
offices over the years will 
have no doubt met our 
longest serving member 
of staff, Les Iddon. But 
what you may not have 
realised is that Les is 
actually a volunteer - 

undertaking his duties five 
days a week for the past 
20 years without taking a 
penny’s pay.

Les began volunteering 
for the paper - then known 
as The Record - under 
its founder John Smith, 

managing the day-to-day 
running of the office and 
greeting customers. 

He is also jokingly named 
‘the oldest paperboy in 
Britain’ by his colleagues 
here at the paper, as at 
82 years, he delivered two 

rounds a week right up 
until this Christmas.

And if working seven 
hours a day at the Crier 
wasn’t enough, Les also 
helped run the Shildon 

SHILDON’S OLDEST PAPERBOY RETIRES

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

The Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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South West Durham News 
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Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH
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Birthday Memories

In Memoriam

For all the latest news from South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

(Nee Bainbridge)

January 12th peacefully 
at home, Mary Anne 
Elizabeth (Annie) of 

Middridge Farms, aged 
87 years.

Will family and friends 
please meet for service at the 

Wear Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon, on 29th January 

at 12 noon and join them for 
refreshments afterwards. 

Family flowers only please. 
Donations in memory of 

Annie may, if desired, be left 
at the Crematorium for the 
Macmillan Nurses Appeal.

Hayman

Devoted Wife of the late 
George. A loving and 
much-loved Mam to 

David, Adrian & Ian. A 
beloved Grandma & Great 
Grandma. Also a very dear 
Mother-in-Law and good 

friend to many.

In Memoriam

Three years have passed 
Since that sad day

When you, my wife,
Were called away

Kathleen McGowan

Miss you always,
Your loving Husband,

John
xxxx

(Nee Graham)
1.1.54 - 26.1.15

God took you home
It was His will

But in my heart
You liveth still

9.3.70 - 24.1.17

Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure

You are loved beyond 
words

Missed beyond measure

Loved always,
Mam, Daughter & Sister. 

From all your loving family.
Hugs and xxxxx from your 

first baby Grandson, Kai.

Sharon Bone

24.1.2017
A little tribute

Small and tender,
Just to say

We still remember

Love, Michelle, Hazel, Polly

Sharon Bone
In memory, friend

It’s been three years since 
you left us, but we hold you 

tightly in our hearts and 
there you will stay.

Our lives have gone on 
without you, but will never 

be the same.

Kathleen McGowan

Love and miss you,
Steffan, Judith, Matty, 

Steffanie, Evan 
& Henry James

xxx

(Mam)

Three years ago today
God took you away Mam.
He took you, my closest 

friend, and left me with a 
broken heart I know will 

never mend

Kathleen McGowan

Miss you always,
Leigh, Klayton, Kailum & 

Karaleigh
xxx

(Mam)

In Memoriam

26th January

Losing a Mam 
As special as you

Has left my heart aching
And broken in two

Until we meet again, 
Your forever grateful Son,

Mike
xxxx

Vera Thornberry

No words can describe
All the grief and pain

I’d give all I have
Just to see you a again

But you’re with the 
Angels

And for now I can’t wait
For we’ll meet again my 

dearest
Beside Heaven’s gate

So I’ll say goodbye 
for now

And blow you many 
kisses to Heaven above

To wish you a Happy 
80th Birthday

And send you my 
endless love

26th January

Happy Birthday Mam / 
Nanna

Much loved and never 
forgotten,

Stephen, Pauline 
& family

Vera Thornberry

Thought about every day

26th January

Special 80th Birthday 
wishes

Missed and loved every day,
Sue
xxx

Vera Thornberry

A Birthday is a special day
For people everywhere,
A time for all the family

To show how much they 
care

A little gift and some 
loving words

To share a joke or two,
What would we give to 

once again
Share these simple things 

with you

Birthday Memories

26th January

Sending love to our Nan 
on her 80th Birthday

Loved and missed,
Lillian & Ike

xxx

Vera Thornberry

26th January

Happy Birthday Mam
Love and miss you so 

much

Always remembered, 
Love, Elaine & Eph

xxxxx

Vera Thornberry

26th January

Happy Birthday Nana
Miss you loads

Lots of love,
Danielle, William & Gem

xxx

Vera Thornberry

Need to contact The Crier  
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896  | E: crier@swd.news
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WantedBirthdays

For all the latest news from South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Birthday Memories

On his 50th Birthday
31st January

Never forgotten
Loved always

Mam, Claire 
& Chelsea

xxx

Peter Bowron

Happy 18th Birthday

Georgia Faye Brett

Love from 
Mam & Dad

xx

25.01.2000

Happy 3rd Birthday on this 
special day

Hunter John-Paul 
Duce

Lots of love,
Mammy, Daddy, Lucy-J, 

Harry & Libby
xxx

27.01.2015
Gastroschisis Warrior

Acknowledgements

Peggy & the family of 
Sydney (Syd) Stephenson, 

who sadly passed away 
on the 6th January, would 

like to thank everyone 
who attended his funeral 
(despite the snow), and 
also for the many cards 

and kind words which we 
have received.

Also for your kind 
donations to the Guide 

Dogs for the Blind charity.

Stephenson

CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

Found
CAR KEY & 2 DOOR KEYS
Found on Byerley Road. Contact 
the Town Crier.

He said, “I was just in 
the shop buying some 
last minute bits for 
dinner when I saw the 
draw advertised for that 
evening.

“I only buy tickets when 
I remember to so there 
must have been someone 
looking out for me.” 

It wasn’t until later the 
next day, realising that 
he had bought a ticket, 
that Alex checked it 
and discovered to his 
amazement that he was 
now one million pounds 
richer.

He explained, “First of all, 
I checked all the numbers 
but unfortunately didn’t 
match any of them. I 
then moved on to the UK 
Millionaire Maker code 
and I couldn’t believe 
what I was seeing.

“I just stared at the 
screen, reading every 
letter and number again 
and again to make sure 
it was true. I was shaking 
like a leaf.”

Alex then asked his 
mum and step-dad 
to double check the 
winning ticket to ensure 
it was genuine. Still 
unconvinced, Alex visited 

the local Sainsbury’s 
store where they checked 
and confirmed he was a 
winner.

He said, “The machine 
made a jingle which was 
enough to convince me I 
had actually won. It was 
the best feeling ever, 
knowing that I’m now 
officially a millionaire.”

Top of Alex’s shopping 
list is his first house and 
holidays abroad as well 
as a new car, but the 
purchase is on hold until 
he passes his driving test.

Alex said, “I’ve been 
learning for about a 
couple of months and I’m 
just about to sit my theory 
test. I have my eyes on a 
few cars, I could even buy 
an Aston Martin but I’ll 
wait until I pass my test. 
How many graduates can 
say their first car was an 
Aston Martin?”

Alex has no plans to 
stop playing EuroMillions 
and plans to buy his ticket 
for Friday’s draw.

Alex’s winning 
EuroMillions ticket was 
bought at Nisa Local 
in Jubliee Fields and 
the winning code was 
XTNB55606. 

to purchase a single 
EuroMillions Lucky Dip 
ticket, hours before the 
draw was set to close.

MILLIONAIRE AT 21 YEARS OLD
Alex Best has scooped £1million in the Euromillions raffle; pictured at Redworth Hall on 
24th January.

FROM PAGE 1

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TUESDAY SPECIAL
COD & CHIPS

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
TAKEAWAY ONLY
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Unit 10A Dabble Duck Industrial Estate, Shildon, 
DL4 2RA Tel: 01388 775557

10% OFF WITH THIS ADVERT UNTIL 1ST APRIL

We do Breakfast, 
Daily Specials, Hot 
Beef Sandwiches, 

Tues & Thurs 
Pensioners’ Specials

Open Mon-Fri
Eat in, take away & delivery

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

LOCOMOTION: THE 
National Railway 
Museum at Shildon, was 
delighted to welcome 

members of the Rail 
Camera Club to the 
opening of its Rail Cam-
eramen exhibition on 
Saturday  20th January.

Rail Cameramen 
features the 

photographic artistry of 
many of the UK’s leading 
railway photographers 
who, as members of the 
Rail Camera Club, have 
been familiar figures at 
the lineside for many 

years.
The exhibition is on 

display at Locomotion 
until March 4th, 2018.

For more information, 
call Locomotion on 
01904 685780.

MUSEUM WELCOMES CAMERA CLUB
Group photo of the Rail Camera Club members at Locomotion.

on Saturday 20th 
January when over 
half a dozen extremely 
heavy bales of hay 
fell on to the mini 
roundabout at the 

junction with Main 
Street.

Witnesses also say 
the tractor lost part of 
its load again close to 
Locomotion.

SEVERAL MOTORISTS 
were lucky to avoid a 
serious accident when 
a trailer lost its load on 
Byerley Road last week.

The incident occurred 

TRAILER LOSES LOAD ON BYERLEY RD
The bails blocked the road at the junction with Main Street and came close to hitting a car.

ST JOHN’S Church will 
host its next monthly 
Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 27th January, 
from 10am to 11.30am. 
All are welcome.

CHURCH COFFEE 
MORNING

THE SUNNYDALE campus 
of Greenfield Community 
College will be holding an 
evening of poetry, music 
and refreshments on 
Thursday 1st February at 
6.30pm.

POETRY BY 
HEART

SHILDON METHODIST 
Church would like to 
express their appreciation 
to everyone interested in 
their forthcoming Murder 
Mystery event, which 
is taking place on 9th 
February.

The fixture has proven 
so popular that all tickets 
have now been sold. 

MURDER 
MYSTERY 
EVENING 
SOLD OUT

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689

TO LET

TEL: 07725 310 971

• One bedroom flat in 
Bishop Auckland

• One bedroom flat in 
Shildon

• Two bedroom flat in St 
Helen’s

No bond required 
Guarantor may be required

From £65 per week



5

For all the latest news from South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

AT THE next meeting 
of Shildon and District 
Flower Club on Monday 
5th February, Area 
Demonstrator Nicola 
Davies-Murray from York 
will present an evening of 
flower arranging entitled  
Twigs and Twine.

The meeting, at Shildon 
Civic Hall at 7.30pm, is 
free to members. Visitors 
£5.

All are welcome to 
attend.

FLOWER CLUB 
WORK WITH 
TWIGS AND 
TWINE

CRAFTS AREN’T just for 
children, as artist Dawn 
Belshaw will demonstrate 
with her Bookfolding craft  
session for adults next 
month.

Dawn said, “Join in the 
book folding craze! It’s 
a fun way to re-use old 
books.”

The session will take 
place at Shildon Library 
on Thursday 1st February 
at 1.30pm. £1 per person.

For further information, 
or to book a place,  contact 
Shildon Library  on 03000 
269526 or  email shildon.
lib@durham.gov.uk.

GET CREATIVE 
WITH CRAFT 
SESSION FOR 
ADULTSSTAFF AND students from 

Greenfield Community 
College have been priv-
ileged to be involved in 
the amazing Tim Peake 
experience, as part of a 
full programme of space 
age events and activities 
that have been held to 
coincide with the tour of 
the Soyuz descent model 
TMA-19M.  

The Spacecraft arrived 
at the Locomotion 
Museum in November 
2017 and has been the 
focal point for everyone 
in the area to be a part 
of this piece of space 
history.

 Greenfield Community 
College was one of the 
region’s Secondary 
Schools which was 
chosen to take part in 
a range of activities, 
culminating in a recent  
4D virtual reality 
experience of the descent 
of the Soyuz capsule and 
parachute. 

A spokesperson for 
the school said, “The 
experience was a very 
special way to learn 
about space travel and 
the science behind the 
scenes.  The day included 
some extraordinary digital 
training on how to land the 

capsule – this was all the 
more authentic as a live 
feed out of the window 
was projected as if the 
students were looking out 
of the actual International 
Space Station.

“Students were then 
able to get real insight 
into the journey through 
space as they were 
delivered a screened 
training brief from Tim 
Peake to prepare for the 
virtual reality experience 
of the descent. A fantastic 
experience to be part of 
showing how the capsule 
unlocked and how it felt to 
be inside the capsule as it 

returned to earth. 
“The event has followed 

a series of activities 
engaging students in 
science and space travel.  
These have included 
visits to the museum 
for students from the 
Sunnydale Campus to 
see the Soyuz Capsule, 
a spectacular day of 
entertainment led by the 
‘Science Museum’ at the 
Aycliffe site and further 
activities on the touring 
Tim Peake bus.  

“The capsule has now 
sadly departed from the 
Locomotion Museum 
but the memory of 
the experience and 
inspiration will stay with 
the students far into the 
future.”

GREENFIELD STUDENTS  
ARE VIRTUAL ASTRONAUTS

Students were then able to get real insight into the journey through space. 

ELM ROAD WMC has an 
organ which is surplus to 
their requirements and 
needs a new home.

If any charitable 
organisation can put 
it to good use, contact 
David Bainbridge on 
01388 772650 and it will 
be handed over free of 
charge.

ORGAN NEEDS 
A NEW HOME

Salvation Army last week.
The chapel, on Cross 

Street, encouraged 
everyone to join in the fun, 
relaxed atmosphere, by 

dressing up in their best 
movie-themed garb and 
have a good sing-along to 
all the famous songs from 
the 1965 classic.

MOVIE FANS got into the 
spirit of the occasion 
when they donned fancy 
dress for the screening of 
The Sound of Music at the 

FUN WITH THE SOUND OF MUSIC
Movie-goers looked fantastic in their Sound of Music themed fancy dress.

Ed’s Diner
2 6  C h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  S h i l d o n ,  D L4  1D X
0 7 810  75 5  9 4 8  ( F o r m e r l y  K ’ s  D i n e r )

NOW OPEN UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Daily Specials Available

Deliveries to both homes & factories 
Please call in!
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Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

RESIDENTS IN Shildon 
are being reminded 
to sign up to get their 
garden waste collected.

Durham County 
Council delivers a 
garden waste collection 
scheme which is open to 
households across the 
county, and begins for 
2018 in spring.

Residents wishing to 
register for this year’s 
collections are being 
reminded they must do 
so by Wednesday 14th 
February if they want to 
receive all 17. 

Households can 

choose between a one 
year subscription of £30 
and £90 for three years, 
with this price only 
available to those who 
register during 2018. 

Garden waste bins 
can be shared between 
neighbours, as long as 
one address is provided 
when payment is made. 

Residents can check 
if their property is 
eligible and sign up 
online at www.durham.
g o v. u k /g a r d e n w a s t e 
or by calling customer 
services on 03000 26 
0000.

SIGN UP FOR GARDEN 
WASTE COLLECTIONS

This  week  in  History

Charles Manson and 
three female “Family” 
members are found 
guilty of the 1969 Tate–
LaBianca murders.

25 January 1971

Black Saturday in Egypt: 
rioters burn Cairo’s 
central business district, 
targeting British and up-
per-class Egyptian busi-
nesses.

26 January 1952

Gunpowder Plot: The 
trial of Guy Fawkes 
and other conspirators 
begins, ending with their 
execution on January 
31st.

27 January 1606

Space Shuttle program: 
STS-51-L mission: Space 
Shuttle Challenger 
explodes after liftoff, 
killing all seven astro-
nauts on board.

28 January 1986

Hungary establishes dip-
lomatic relations with 
South Korea, making it 
the first Eastern Bloc 
nation to do so.

29 January 1989

The Menai Suspension 
Bridge, considered the 
world’s first modern sus-
pension bridge, connect-
ing the Isle of Anglesey 
to the north West coast 
of Wales, is opened.

30 January 1826

“The role is about 
sharing your valuable 
local knowledge and 
being passionate about 
your community – helping 
to make a difference in 
our area.”

If you would like more 
information about the role 
of a public representative, 
or would like to receive 
the full application pack, 
contact a member of the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP team on 
03000 268663 or email 
b i s h o p s h i l d o n a a p @
durham.gov.uk.

The spokesperson 
went on to say, “Once we 
receive your completed 

application, a member of 
the AAP Team will be in 
touch to outline the next 
steps.

“This is your opportunity 
to become directly 
involved in what’s going 
on in your local area 
and we look forward to 
hearing from you.”

Recruitment and 
shortlisting for positions 
will begin in February with 
interviews taking place 
in late February / early 
March.

For further information 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk /…/Representatives-
wanted-for-Area.

The closing date for 
applications is Friday 16th 
February 2018, 5pm.

BECOME AN AAP  
PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVE

help over the years that 
on Thursday 18th January 
they presented him with a 
Town Crier themed cake, 
thanking him for his years 
of service.

Tracey Bellas, Town 
Clerk said, “We would like 
to wish Les a happy and 
healthy retirement and to 
thank him for his support 
throughout the years.”

We are happy to report 
however that Les, who 
lives in Burnie Gardens, 
will still be found at the 

Crier offices a few hours 
a day. 

Advertising Manager, 
Jeff Ridley, commented, 
“I’m over the moon that 
Les isn’t leaving us for 
good. He does so much 
for us that we would 
honestly be lost without 
him. He doesn’t always 
realise how much we all 
appreciate everything he 
does, and so it’s lovely 
to see the Town Council 
ladies appreciate him as 
much as we do.”

Garden Guild for the past 
39 years and for the last 
few years also helped 
Shildon Town Council 
staff with daily post 
office runs. 

Les has deservedly 
decided to take life a little 
bit slower, and has now 
retired from the Garden 
Guild and from his help 
with the Town Council. 

Staff at the Council were 
so grateful for all of his 

LONG-STANDING VOLUNTEER 
TAKES PARTIAL RETIREMENT 

Town Council staff Judith Stafford, Tracey Bellas and Julie Makepeace present Les with his 
cake.

FROM PAGE 1

THE 38TH annual general 
meeting of the Shildon 
Garden & Allotments 
Guild will be held in the 
Guild’s headquarters - 
behind the Civic Hall - on 
Sunday 4th February at 
11am.

Volunteers are urgently 
required to cover staff 
retirements. The Guild 
needs a Chairman and 
at least four Committee 

people, who must be able 
bodied and over 16 years-
old.

Les Iddon, former 
treasurer who has 
recently retired (see 
above, right) urged 
prospective volunteers to 
go along to the meeting, 
saying: “Please show 
your support. I would 
hate to see the Guild 
close it’s doors.”

GUILD NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

FROM PAGE 1
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Article brings back happy memories
Reading your article on the Hippodrome brought back a lot of happy 
memories for me. When I was about 13 (1950) I worked there. 
My job was to deliver the pamphlets advertising the week’s movies to 
the shops in town. Also on Saturday morning I used to paste the billboard 
sheets onto a big wooden frame which was situated opposite St John’s 
cemetery.
For this work I was given a free pass to all the movies. These used to 
change 3 times a week. I also painted the white lines on the steps to the 
upstairs seats and one job I hated doing was opening and closing the 
stage curtains before the movie started and after it finished.
Backstage was big and always dark. I was terrified. Plus there seemed to 
be doors everywhere.
My pal at the time was Eric Younghusband who was a trainee projectionist 
at the Hippodrome from leaving school. He used to let me into the 
projection box and also rewind the reels of film. His mother also worked 
there as an usherette and the guy who sold the ice creams was Lindsey. 
The manager was Mr. Varley who was always very smartly dressed. 
The Hippodrome was a place I always enjoyed going to as did a lot more 
people in those days, it was a lot more sociable than TV. As a very young 
boy I used to go to the Hippodrome with my Grandmother, who lived 
three doors up from the picture house on Byerley Rd. We always sat 
downstairs on the wooden seats as they were, I think, about sixpence. 
The two items we took with us were a cushion to sit on and a carrot to 
eat.
I think the upstairs seats were 1 shilling and 1 shilling 3 pence. It was a 
time when young couples used to snog in the back row and smoking in 
the pictures was allowed.
We also went to the Essoldo (another nostalgic article) and a small 
theatre, The Rex.
After I started work, dancing became the entertainment, then in 1958 I 
left Shildon and  never saw the Hippodrome again.
Your paper is for me a good way to keep informed about Shildon, as I 
have only been in the UK twice in nearly 50 years.

Bill Storey

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL14 8JP.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, address, 
postal code and contact number and may be edited.

Proud parent fears for future of performing arts group
I would like to say how extremely good the Peter Pan show was by the 
Tearaways Drama Group. 
There are some really dedicated young people who perform their shows, 
attending rehearsals every week for months on end, and on the weeks of 
the actual shows they are there 6 days! This is along with school/college/
exams/other commitments. 
It’s such a shame that the group does not have more members, this has 
been discouraging to current members and many are leaving/have left. 
This is an amateur group yet they are fantastic actors/dancers/singers/
technical team/management. As a very proud parent of one of the 
teenage performers, I wish there were more young people joining and 
more parental/audience support in watching the shows. This would also 
give the group more funds, as well as a greater audience to empower 
the young people during their performances and extreme hard work and 
dedication. 
The Tearaways group has run in the town for many years, I hope not, but I 
fear it may diminish due to lack of support, which will be a real shame for 
the town and performers. They really do enjoy putting on a show for the 
people of Shildon and surrounding areas. Please support them! 
Derrick Robinson lets these young people have and gain so much 
confidence on stage, which is a great thing for young people to have. 
Sometimes I feel disappointed that more people do not go and watch the 
shows, as they are always so fabulous!

From a Proud Parent.

MICHAEL CLAYDON, age 
28 years from Dent Street, 
Shildon, appeared before 
Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court on Thursday 

18th January 2018 
charged with a number of 
theft related offences. 

He was given a 52 week 
custodial sentence.

JAIL FOR SHILDON THIEF
Michael Claydon has been jailed for 52 weeks.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron BOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

FREE AND impartial 
advice is now available for 
County Durham residents 
wishing to save money on 
their energy bills. 

Durham County 
Council’s ‘Managing 
Money Better’ service 
has been introduced, 
in partnership with 
the Prince Bishops 
Community Bank, to 
provide free budgeting 
and monetary advice for 
all residents in the county.

The service can help 
by assessing fuel needs, 
finding more competitive 
tariffs and helping 
consumers switch 
suppliers, as well as 
offering debt advice.

Cllr Kevin Shaw, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for strategic 
housing and assets, 
said: “The average 
home energy bill is now 
£1,250 per year and 
there are many tariffs 
available from utility 
companies which can 

be very confusing to the 
customer. 

“If required, we 
can arrange for an 
experienced energy 
advisor from the 
Managing Money 
Better service can visit 
your home to carry out 
a free home energy 
assessment. 

“If it is identified that 
savings can be made, we 
can also help you switch 
suppliers to access the 
best available tariff to suit 
your individual needs.

“Our advisors can 
also help with money 
management, provide 
advice on benefit 
entitlements and can 
also help you set up a 
bank or savings account 
with the Prince Bishop 
Community Bank.”

To apply for the 
Managing Money Better 
scheme, contact Durham 
County Council’s warm 
homes team on 03000 
268 000.

FREE & IMPARTIAL SAVINGS  
ADVICE FOR COUNTY’S RESIDENTS
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Sport & News
Local leagues, competitions and events...

For all the latest sports news from South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

NEIL ELECTRICAL
Electrical & Heating Contractors
Specialists in:
• Safety Inspections
• Fuse Box Installation/Repairs
• Electric Showers
• Electric Cookers
• Emergency Callouts
• Re-Wires
• Combi Boilers

neil.neec@gmail.com
www.neilelectrical.co.uk

Tel: Neil 07368 267007

TO LET

TEL: 07746 294 399

2 Bed House in Thomas 
Street, Shildon
Refurbished 

& Redecorated
New Carpets & Blinds

£325 pcm

SHILDON AFC FIXTURES
Saturday 27th January
Home v Seaham Red Star

Wednesday 31st January
Home v Spennymoor Town

Durham Challenge Cup Quarter Final

Saturday 3rd February
Away v Newton Aycliffe

Wednesday 7th February
Home v Newcastle Benfield

Saturday 10th February
Away v Bishop Auckland

Saturday 17th February
Home v Penrith (kick off 7.45)

Saturday 24th February
Away v Marske Utd

THE SHILDON AFC Sup-
porters’ Club lottery’s 
latest draw took place at 
the Shildon AFC social 
club on Sunday 21st 
January.

There was no winner of 
the £500 jackpot prize 
with the six numbers 
drawn from the bag 
being: 6, 8, 10, 11, 15 and 
16. The consolation prize 

of £25 was won by Alan 
Mulley.

This week, players 
should select six numbers 
from the remaining 17 to 
win a jackpot of £550. 

Tickets can be 
purchased from the 
ground on match days, 
Main Street News, One 
Stop Shop and various 
other outlets.

NO LOTTO WINNER

VALETER / DRIVER 
REQUIRED

For Alan Reed Ltd

Contact Michael on 
01388 773365 or

michael@alanreedltd.co.uk

Betty’ s Fish & 
Chips

121 Redworth Road, Shildon, DL4 2JL | Tel: 01388 776829

FAMILY MEAL DEAL 
FOR ONLY £14.50

COD & CHIPS X 2 + KIDS MEAL X 2
Choose from Chicken Nuggets (3) or Small Sausage

(Cod Bites (2) £1. 50 ex tra)

Monday 12th February at 
10am-3pm for 4-11 year 
olds. £10 per child.

To book your child’s 
place or for more 
information, call 0191 
5515191 or 0191 
5515077. Alternatively, 
you can book or 
pay online at www.
f o u n d a t i o n o f l i g h t .
co.uk/sports-coaching/
school-holiday-sports-
course.

Established in 2001 by 
former Sunderland AFC 
chairman Sir Bob Murray 
CBE, the Foundation of 
Light aims to improve 
lives through the power 
of football and is one 
of the most pioneering 
sports charities in the 
world, winning multiple 
awards for our ground-
breaking sports, 
health, community and 
education programmes.

THE FOUNDATION of 
Light are running holiday 
football and dance 
courses at Shildon Sun-
nydale Leisure Centre 
this half term.

A two-day football 
course will take place 
on Monday 12th and 
Tuesday 13th February, 
from  10am-3pm, for 5-14 
year -olds. £15 per child.

A one-day dance 
course will take place on 

FOUNDATION OF LIGHT 
HOLIDAY COURSES


